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" Goldsmith College Student
- Union |
New Cross, London

B rub denis from

Leicester UWU . c/0 52,
e Row, Lexcester
Tel: 0533-898324

Class Fighter3M BOX 5277 London WC1.

Ciass Fighter interviews a
member of the Leicester
Unemployed  Workers’
Union.

Q Why did you'set up an
Unemployed Workers'

Unionin Leicester? |

‘We want to see the
trade unions organising
the unemployed, but at
the moment they are very
reluctant to do this. If
you are unemployed and
want to join the Transport
and General
Union you have to
Union you have to pay

38p a week only to be put

into a holding branch that
never meets. The leaders

of the unions do not want

to see the unemployed
active in the unions, after
all it would be they who

~ would be arguing the

most for action to defend
existing jobs and fight to
—=z-z pew KDS. SOme-
-me—g TmRT T DEESRTT
EEIETS NETIAE TI OD

When we first begarn il
organise the unemploved
we approached the T&G
and asked them to set up
a branch for the unemp-

Our new (and permanent) address is.

Workers’ -

''''''''''

loyed or .ge-t the holding

branch to meet. They tolad
“us they would like to see€

this but they had to obey

the national guidelines.

We knew this was a he
because they have a func-
tioning holding branch in

Liverpool.
We decided to set up
the UWU to organise

the unemployed immed-
iately, but we were 'nt

‘going to let the union

feaders off the hook, we
encourage all our mem-
bers to join the official
trade unions and fight
for them to organise the
unemployed.

Q: What sort of things do

you do?

We have been involved
in a lot of activities, we go

out and support picket

lines, we played a major

part in saving Beale St.

Nursery from closure. It
a as occupied on the day it
azs 2ue 10 close and we
-z m=c k227 11 oocupied 24
hours a dav for three
months. Then we won and
the nursery was kept
open.
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~ W:e'ha"ve also been org-
anising a campaign to get

free bus services for the

unemployed. All day the
buses are going around
half empty and we have
to walk miles for inter-
views or to sign on

because we can't afford

the bus fare.

As well as that we get
to know the ins and outs
or claiming so we can
combat the real fiddlers,
the Tories, who make 400
million a year out of un-
claimed benefit. Through-
out the civil service strike
we fought for support for»
the civil servants against
the government.

g: What plans does the

U WU have now?

“The main job is to turn

UWU from a local group
into a national group. We
took a big step towards
this in June when we org-
anised a conference In
Leicester which over 30
unemploved groups
artended and the plans
were drawn.up to launch a
national Unemployed
Workers’ Movement.
From the Conference a

- Where we stand

- movement.

2. Build the National Union of School Students!
We will fight to win support for school students

Q: Do you have any mess-
age
Class Fighter?

Just to point out that the

bulk of our members in

Leicester are youth. It

is clear that youth are

looking for a way forward
~to fight unemployment,
“we must build the unemp-
 loyed workers’ unions to
offer an alternative. The
only other people who are
recruiting the unemploy-
‘ed at the moment are
the fascists.

‘5. Full union ri

steering committee was
elected who are now fight-

ing to build for the bigg-
est possible launching of

UWU. The more new.
local branches that are

established the better, so

get to work.
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1. Build a mass campaigning socialist youth

in the unions, YSs, and in the National Unionof
Students. | ot

3. Turn the Labour Party Young Socialists out to
industrial workers’ struggles. |

4. Fight for democracy in the Labour Partyand -
in the Young Socialists. The National Committee
should be elected from the YS Conference. No
extended speaking time at YS Conference for
National Committee members. Equal speaking
time for different viewpoints in the YS. ‘Socialist
Youth’ to carry open debate and discussion.-

5. | ghts for the unemployed. Union-
ise the YOP cheap labour schemes. For full |
trade union rates and rights on YOPs. Cut the
hours, not the jobs. Build an unemployed
workers’ movement. - -

6. Fight for the YS to take a lead in the fight for ‘

~ women'’s and gay liberation. Campaign against

sexism in the labour movement and inthe YSto
make it possible for women and gays to play a
full and equal part in the labour movement. For a
woman'’s right to work. No discrimination on the
basis of sex or sexuality. B

7" Unilateral nuclear disarmament and with-

drawal from NATO. Build CND. Fight to draw

youth from CND into the struggle for socialist

policies in the labour movement. The war drive

(l:Jorpes from imperialism! Defend the Soviet
nion. |

8. Troops out of Ireland now! Political status for

Republican prisoners. Repeal the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. Support the Labour Commiittee
on Ireland. Support all actions in solidarity with
the anti-imperialist struggle in the Northof

Ireland. .

9. Fight racism. Purge racists from all positions
in the labour movement. Organise to drive
fascists off the streets. For united black and

~ white labour movement defence squads. Build
" labour movement support for black self-defence .

— including against the racism and anti working
class brutality of the police. | e

10. Fight for genuine rank and file control of the

" whole labour movement — unions, Labour Party,

YS. Fight for a workers’ government — based on
and under the control of the labour movement —
to break the economic, military and state power
of the ruling class. Never again a Labour Govern-
ment like the last one! ' |

..............

A
o

i
.........

for the readers of

"We must also fight

"UNEMPLOYED

within official trade uni-
ons to get them to fight
for the unemployed and
organise them. We are
not opposed to the unions.
Our quarrel is with the
union leaders, that 1s
shown by the main slogan

of Leicester UWU
AND

EMPLOYED UNITE.
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. WHAT'S been happen-
| ing to the 3000 youth who
" were arrested in the riots
. over the summer? |
 If you go by the press
- and the TV, you 'd think
we'd all been wiped .off
the face of the. earth.
~ Unless you get a really
 vicious. sentence like
~ Robert Gittings got - 0
~ years - then it's news for
a day. -
But it hasn 't only been in
‘Manchester - Robert was
* from Moss-side - that the
punishment's been doled
out. In Wallasey, a youth
of 17 got 3 months for
throwing stones. In Leic-
ester a youth got 3 months
for threatening behav-

iour. In Nottingham,
months has been given for
threatening behaviour.

v Dale Ackroyd

The campaign to defend
the Bradford 12 is taking

- off. The ‘12’ are 12 Brad- -
“ford Asian youth charged
~with making 38 petrol

bombs-and storing them
for use against the police.

But the group defend-
ing the prisoners, the
July the 11th Action

Committee, have pointed

out a police conspiracy.
No one has yet seen these
petrol bombs. All the pol-

ice evidence is based on
confessions’. Confess-

ions- that the prisoners
denounce as forced. They
were not allowed to see
a solicitor ungil half an
hour before they came up
in court, by that ttime most

of them had been held for.

over 36 hours.

the police are trying to
‘make an example’ of
the 12, because these are
12 militant youths. They

arc charged with conspir-

acy to endanger hfe and
property and cause griev-

White in Liverpool &
there has been a total
silence from the police
and the authorities on the
death of Davy Moore as a
result of ‘positive polic-

“ing’. In Coventry, fines of

hundreds of pounds are

| being dished out.

But this is only the tip o
the iceberg. }Wyost ofpth£
cases coming up in court
have got no publicity.
Youth were charged with
anything that came into
the coppers’ heads at the
time.

Basically youth are on
trial for just being on the
streets at the time a riot

. was going on. How dare

we upset the natural order
of things!

For that crime, of being
where we usually are, as
most of us haven't jobs,

the courts are coming

down as heavy as they

can.

Youth are to be taught a
lesson. Shut up or be
locked up. Well, we won't
- and we won 't let the mis-
leaders of the  labour
movement shut us up
either. We must force

them to come out on our

side - instead of keeping
quiet and sitting on the
fence.

The labour movement

must hear the youth and
support them if they are

to be won to the ranks of
the _ organised working

class.

ous bodily harm. This
charge carries a maxi-
mum sentence of life.
We must stop this polit-
ical show trial! |
‘Many of the prisoners
were some of the most

active campaigners for

women like Anwar Ditta,

whose kids were kept out
of Britain for years by the
Home Office. They fought
deportations, they fought
fascism and now Anwar
Ditta has pledged her

support for them.

How do the police view

this case?

Well, three applications
for bail, week after weck,
have been refused. Just
before their arrests some
of these vyouths were

working on a casec.

Three racists set fire
to a shop owned by an
Asian man. He only just
escaped with his f1te.
The police caught the
three, and charged them
with conspiracy to murd-
er. They had no problem

- getting bail.

So pleading with the

oy

racist police won't get us
anywhere.

We need mass action.
Three pickets of the law
courts have beecn organ-
ised. with up "to 200
demonstrators  present.
Telegrams are bombard-
ing the Home DSecretary
and West Yorkshire's pol-
ice chief. And 800 people
went to the largest ever

black-organised pubhc

meeting in Bradford.
But there's more O

come. We're organising
4 national demonstration

for Bradford and we're - B

printing 4,000 leaflets.

And members of the
NLWYM are fighting for
labour movement organ-
isations to fight what 1s a
tate attack on the rights
of black people and the
whole of the working
class.

DROP THE CHARGES — |
“ FREE THE TWELVE!

SELE.DEFENCE 1S NO

OFFENCE — CLEANSE

THE FASCISTS FROM
THE STREETS -

Jedensnct

SR
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f,\ -;The hunger strike has ended - with ten

»
Fa

eleven years ago.
- tences.of living and grow-

war? : .
B Well, in 1968 I was 4  divided and not being tog- , -

- ther being dragged out of

- they let him go.'It was &

- older brother. He had to
“walk down the street at

- now on the blanket doing
' ZSyears ERET R

men dgad'and no sign of political status
- This is an interview with Bernadette -

- a sixteen-year-old from the north of
‘Ireland. She describes what life has

been like since the war started over

- W What are your exper- | B And how did you
cope? e
MYou'd just try and get
by as best you could. Iwas
used to the family being.

ing up in the North of
Ireland during the present

.

years old when the civil
rights started and then in
1971 when internment
began Iwas 6. I saw cur :
“home being raided by the =~ . .
“British Army and my bro- "

every week and try not to-

“at-the time.

case of mistaken identity. ~Was used to the family
“They were looking for my. A €
being together anyway. |
‘just.used to go and see my
“about 12 at night wearing ner evel |
only his pyjamas. He has ~ try notto think-about it..
since been arrested andis = _ . ST
BDid your mother ever
speak of what it was like
inside Armagh jail? o
B Yes, she talks about it
and tells of her time in

- Armagh. She  says the

togetherness - among all
the Republican prisoners.

~had the same princ1'p;]e§§"‘
.},and ideals. -

B Has this experience
affected the family as a
whole? |
B Ifeel very bitter and
angry at the British - the
British government and
the British Army because
of what they have done
not only to my family, but
‘to a lot of other families
and to my country. All
that people like myselt
| want to do is live a normal
From the time of intern-  life. 1 feel very deep
ment, my family has bitterness, anger and
never been together. My  resentment.
father has been on the run |
from 1971. One of my o -
brothers has been intern- | Protested
ed twice, he is now on the ,
blanket doing 12 years.
Another brother has B So what has been your
been in jail once. In 1974  reaciion to this?
my mother was in jail on a B Ive tf}ed peacetful
trumped up charge: the _protest to demonstrate my
British Army planted anger and bitterness. but
magazines (ammunition the British government
clips) inour back yard and ~ Won t even accept this as,
can be seen in Derry,

. . 'l. v, .
putmy mother in jai when in 1972 the British

Army killed 14 people
who were taking part in a
peaceful protest to demo-
nstrate against intern-

ment.

There is nothing else
that ordinary people can
do except protest on the
streets. When the IRA

B How old were you
when that happened?
B | was nine. There was
just my sister, who was 19
at that time, and myself
left at home. Out of a
family of eight there was
just the two of us still at
home. |

o e #0001 K O OF % w oo oLi:Ng 2 E F o8 B S RO ‘:.-V’_"»

. ether anyway. I just used *
to go and see my mother -

fter a couple of hours ‘MYou'd just try and get

by ‘as best you could. I A,
by as best you could. 1" gy after - a year he B

_thought he was cutting = i

being divided and not - ;0 c61f off too much from '

DR

“mother every. week and

feeling of solidarity and .

was very strong astheyali..

that.

. u
2-$ & P €& & &£ 4 P F 2 A & > o o r.

took up arms to do some-
thing about this, they

were condemned from all

directions, but -too -many

people seem to forget-that” .
if it was not for the IRA,

the nationalist population
~of the north might well

have been slaughtered.

B You have two brothers

“on the blanker ati the

moment. What does 1t

~ feel like when you go to

visit them?

ML Fhe first timé | saw
~them "1 was "-shocked.
‘v -brother who is doing 25

years, he had been on the-
“-blanket. over a year. He
> refused to take- a visit

- “¢ven, becauserhe did not

0 put on-the crimin-

al uniform.

. Terrible

the family. -

« ~Thefirst time 1 saw him
was really terrible.” From.
-a man who had been 22

vears.old when he was

‘arrested.. -he had turned.

into an old man of about

- 60. He had a long scraggy

beard and his hair was

- matted down with grease.
- His

skin was a waxy
colour and his hands were

freezing and hé could not
_stop them shaking. There

was nothing 1 could see in

fmmkbﬁfore‘% It was awful

-

seeing hinr’h

exthrat. You

~y

e . T o By RS R TR .
. didn’t wani“to7leok upset -
. to annoy  himg: andi@vou -
‘wouldn't break dow#/in ’

>

front of the screwsiithey
vould just love . fgfsee

-

-

~ But despite his appear-
ance, his morale was

- great, so high. Especially

despite the unending
petty harassment. ..

Late

For . example, on a

recent visit my mother
was going to visit my two
brothers. They had both
been brought to the visit-
ing area to separate cub-
icles at different ends of
the room. Each had no
idea that the other was
there. My mother had to

have her half hour visit

with one, before speaking
to my second brother who
had no idea at all why he
was being kept waiting or

, why my mother was late.

In over two years in the
same prison my brothers
have not seen each other
once.

B Having two brothers
on the blanket, how do
you feel about the hunger
strike?
B 1 feel
There’'s ten men dead
now and it's very hard to
take. The British just
seem to be letting them
die like flies. But I still
stand one hundred per

cent behind the prisoners

and the hunger strikers.

B How do you think the
hunger strike has affected
the way people have org-
anised behind the prison-

ers?
B Not only the present
hunger strike but also the

R )

very Dbitter.

- & - = ®# w% 1

.

- Youth on the march in the North supporting the.prisoners

" hunger strike  which:-
ended last Dccember has -
really. mobilised ‘support,
especialyy from the Irish..
‘people in the North and

the South. | ~

The hunger strike has
brought a reawakening
because whenever.
nothing terrible is done to
you for a couple of years,
the anger and resentment
which is always there,
isn't brought to thesur-
tace.

But the anger has re-
surfaced, especially with
the death of a hunger
striker.

This has been shown in
various elections. In
Fermanagh and South

Tyrone, Bobby Sands was

elected. And on August
20th Owen Carron was
also elected in the same
constituency. Also in the
Free State, Kieran
Doherty and Paddy
Agnew were elected. This
shows that the hunger
strikers and the prisoners
have support.

Order'ed

B What would you suy to
the people who suggest
that the prisoners have

. naELsee

'bﬁee%r-oi:dér‘edﬁ'6n_i'é;::.lﬁunger_ |

this, but there are ten
Irishmen dead now. The
decision was made entir-

ely by the blanketmen..

Thev were not pressuris-
ed by anyone on the out-

" side.

Inhuman

After over S years of the
most  inhuman  and
degrading treatment, the
blanketmen felt that a
hunger strike was the only
way left open to them.

| feel that people, espec-
iallt English people, who
are trying to put the onus
on the IRA are only trying
to rid themselves of the
guilt they feel.

B /n what way does the
hunger strike committee
try to involve youth in the
issue in your area?’

B They try to bring not
only the youth, but _ail
people in- the area onto
the streets in peaceful
protest’ to demonstirate
about the situation in the
H Blocks and Armagh jail.

s demands . .-
&

Tell _us

M lwould say that that is*" about your impreesions of
‘a load of rubbish.. They . |
~ think that the IRA are -
~ gaining something out of

the ~ reactions to the
hunger strike over here.

-~ I The people over here
seem to be very ignorant
“of what is going on at
“home because of the prop-

aganda which ahs been
put .across by the British
‘media. They make out

that the IRA and the
hunger strikers are thugs

and common criminals
who are doing this for

- their own ends.
This is a complete lie

because common crimi-
nals would not go on

hunger strike and die for

Principles

thier principles. The truth
is that the IRA are fight-
ing for the people and
freedom of their country
and the hunger strike 1is
just another part of that
struggle. It has brought
world wide attention. But
the world wide attention
does not seem to include
the British press and
media.

B Another attitude that
is prevalent over here Is
that the war in the North

of Ireland is simply a

B You are over hereon

'S ( i‘lk e b yi he I RA ?» " Na e - your h olid ays.

religious conflict betwe

Catholics and Protestar

B That is a complete |
It is a religious war in -
sense that the politici:
who gain the most fron
try to keep it going a:
religious war. But |
nationalist people of
six counties do not wan

fight with their Protest

neighbours.

Of course there h
been a lot of sectar
killings - these have be
done by organisati
such as the UVF, the U
and the UFF (tHE Uls
Volunteer  Force,
Ulster Defence Asso
tion and the Ulster Fr
dom Fighters: all loya
paramilitary groups. ’
UDA is still a le
organisation, althot
the UVF and UFF
proscribed) - who h
killed people  sim
because they are C:
olics. .

The IRA and INLA
not kill people beca
they are Protestants
because they are in
RUC, the British A
and the UDR, beca
they are part of
oppressor who has put
boot on the neck of
Irish people all down
centuries.

l--—__-'-_l
Interview by the Manchester Wom
and Ireland Group. You can conte

then at Box 15, Corn Exchan:
Buildings, Hanging Ditch, Manc
ester 4.

¢
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Well. the Sun s done it

ﬁ ‘ . again.Tey’'ve come up with
;w i Mg,.really ‘stunning one this
- time. This ‘damn fool’ they

- refer to happens to be the -

T only, literally -'the only,

_ranting.

- The bomb was almed ata
in supposedly to protect
~ Catholic areas. But it soon-
became clear what they had
" been sent for. And keeping’
-the peace had nothm3 to do
with it.

- military target - soldiers. 2

. civilians: were - killed and

| = many others wounded.

;- It was a horrific explosmn,' |
" and no-one least of all the
IRA is pleased that 2 people’

nothing to do with the army

gt _’ were killed

Oovious

. -labour leader that has- had
%;%;{;_@,_:Chelsea bomblng AIIY' |
5 --thing that is, which isn't
T '_,-totally hystencal anti- Insh

But the question no

British newspaper asks is

‘Why?’. Why do  people
come from the north of

_ Ireland to London to let off
‘anail bomb.

The answer is soobv1ous |
There is a war in the'north .

-of_ Ireland and. therg m L

» stnkers, but they were _]ust

‘_'gs trying to get
better conditions in jail -
Yes, there are British:

soldlers in the north of

 Ireland who patrol. ‘the
~ streets of Belfast and Derry *
- but they’re just -dealing .

with a few terrorists.

" The IRA is the orgax{ié.at-'
~jon in Ireland who. have
been fighting to remove the

British- Army from t.hen'
streets for the past decade.
It won support from the
Catholic population‘ in the

‘early '70's as bemg the one -

that - was serious -about

protecting - the . republican. -
_areas from the .rangge Loy- -

alists .
The British Army was’ sent

‘The Army was sent to the
North to prtect British int-

~erests there and maintain’
the existence of -the six-
~county

A statelet -
created by Britain when

state.

Ireland was partitioned in

1921.
There can be no. peace in .
Ireland until that artificial

*statelet is done away with.

- That is what the IRA is
committed £0- and that is:

" what Thatcher iis: so deter-

mmed to prevent, |
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maimed -

‘squeeze-

SR daﬂm fopl
iy g .:' sdious mén if Britain'. -
--:Prat Ken Livingstone des-|
] will link up with the’ lucky'
bunker people to form - a.
~dozen reglon.aLgovemments
At least that’s the-plan. .
The- New Statesman (23, Sep-

We would not support the
bombmg in" Chelsed, as it
‘must have been obvxous to
it off that
’m % the street .were -
RousEIRS  be kKilled and
| people who had
nothing " to do Wlth the_ |
Army. . |
" But the Army is ﬁ ghting a
war in the north Soldiers

" The few terrorists, though
- consist ‘of ‘the: majority of
the Catholic populatlon |
as was shown during: the.
hunger strike campaign.

"OVER 20 people att-

ended a successful public
meeting to"launch Class
Fighter 1n- “Leicester on
| 24th August, including
-5 observers from Wolv-

erhampton, who are inter-

ested in setting up a
Class Flghter readers
group.

The meeting was add-
ressed by Mick Liggins,
Chairperson of the
National Council for
Young Workers, who was
arrested during the Leics-
ester riots. He: highlight-
ed the various issues that
affect youth and how they
can organise to fight back
against the government.

He pointed ouf - that

youth are the main area

of attack by the Tories
because they are unorg-
anised. The riots have

i‘ shown that young people

can fight back, but this
anger needs pohtlcal

dlrectlon
Unemployment in- part-

icular hits youth. Jobs are

not guaranteed  after
apprenticeships or YOPs
, schemes, which serve

“only to provide the bosses
with cheap labour.
NLWYM campaigns for

The

shoot down republicans and
~children
They have a special legal
system - the diplock courts

in the streets.

full trade union rights and

rates for young workers
so that they can nego-
tiate conditions and fight
against low wages. They
young unemployed
(which -will mclude over
half this year’s school
leavers) should organise
into Unemployed “Work-
ers’ Unions which seek to
unite those ih work with
the jobless to fight
back against the
offensive.,

Police harassment of

youth, which includes
the 1ndlscr1mmate - use
of the ‘sus’ law should be

met with the demand for
workers’
squads,  democratically
elected by street committ-
ees so that the police can

‘no longer brutally force.

their way into people’s
homes or arrest people
who just happen to be on

the street.

A campaign should be
mounted against the army
including pickets outside

Tory .

self-defence

; desxgned Just for the north
of Ireland. It had intern-
ment, now it has Long Kesh |
- concentration camp. The |-
repubhcans have only-their -
- lives - ten of which were
sacrificed in an attempt to -
| ‘political ~ status |
- from ‘the murderousTory
govemment o

Mssunderstood

| Anyway, back to the* damn‘ |

fool’ Ken Livingstone, who

- didn’t even say any of this.
.- ‘All he said was ‘They aren’t -
- ¢riminals.”  or

lunatlcs
running about, that is to
mlsunderstand them. No

* body supports what happ-

ened in London - but what

-about stopping it happen- }
7 .ing? As-long as we are in -
“Treland, people will be lett-
" ing off bombs.in London. I
can seethat we are a colon-

ial power holding down a
colony’.
For this he was attacked in

che bourgeios_press -as a.
< < suﬁmrter Qf ihe “IRA, a
and the' mo‘st\

erves our support. He was

wthe ‘only  person in the §
" entire - labour .and trade
- union movement -

gut against the ysterical
aﬁtg}ngh ravmgs of the
a

“TheSun reckon they ve |
" found the ‘most. odmus man
* in Britain. Well we've news

“for them; there’s lots more |

‘odious’ people 4in ~Britain
and Ireland who support
getting the British troops

out of Ireland - and only }
some of them are Class
- Fighter supporters! |

recruiting offices to point
out that it
answer to unemployment.
Instead it could mean
being sent to Northern
Ireland to hold “~down
working class youth who
are also fighting against
harassment and repress-
ion. Class Fighter.there-
fore argues for the imm-
ediate = withdrawal of
troops from Ireland.

" Racism and fascism
may be seen by some
youth as providing a
lo ical and easy answer to
the problems they face.
The NLWYM must there-
fore campaign within the
labour = movement  to
smash the fascists off
the streets, or as Trotsky

put it, ‘'to acquaint their -

faces with the

P‘)"e-
ment.”’ :

80 bad after all. .

. can. §0. on snding: bill
. »;---‘cm d‘efenoéw-afnd having: fhe
based Jngoe

.:IWDr .
~ about 30,000 top civil’ ser-.

- COome

come §

is not the -

Cthese

Get vaportsed get frieq oy ragiauon,-or get
& -,,_shot — that’s what Brrtam s ‘civil defence’ -
agamst nuclear war offers all but an elite few

| “Civil Defence’ sounds like it

is some sort of scheme
whereby the civilian popu-
lation will be defended if

| there’s a nuclear attack. The
| idea is to mdke you feel a
- “1t’s OK. There

little safer
are plans to deal with the

Jeast we

| situation if it ever arises, at
won’t all be.
forgotten about. The author- -

ities will have the situation_«

under control.”””

The end. ;esult of ‘that

reasoning - beirig

Yes . a few

2sal ightyso -
there’s not a lot o woﬁy
about ‘and- the ovemmrmt

“ Cruise:
Bnt,au‘i*

“Well, we won’t be alrlght
‘everyone except -for

mlssﬁes

-vants, generals and selected
members of public service -
and private industry, civil
defence - means stay where

you are, keep out of the way

till the system of Regional

Commissioners  —  safely

“stashed away- underground

during the attack — reckon

~it’s safe enough. for them to
-again. ' Above :
ground, if they’re still alive,
- there should be a netwoik of ~

out

more civil servants’ statwﬁed

~in. remote ‘safe’ areas who

tember) revealed what the

-J'

is to be a network ‘iof

Essential Service
(ESRs ) up and down the
country. These routes
consist of most of the main

the M1, M4, the Al A3 and.
the vast majonty of ‘main
roads out of the major
cities in Britain. These roads

~“would be controlled all

e R L I

A discussion followed
in = which spontaneous
meetings were suggested
e.g. at the Job Centre or
dole office where youth
will actually participate
in discussion, rather than
advertise meetings
through leaflets which are
ofte, ignored. The prob-
lem of relating to anarch-
ist youth — the other side
of the coin to fascism —
was mentioned. It is.often
difficult to explain; for
cxample. the need for
yvouth to organise
themselves within the lab-
our movement in a discip-
lined wayv and therefore

Roﬁfes' -

i roads in Britain, including -

- petrol, diesel and other fuel
would be impounded, and
‘local authorities would be
ordered not to feed refugees
‘chose to ignore the
government’s advice to stay
| ~1n their own homes’.

‘Turnstile )
s WCI £2.50, W,it,h-~~ SAE). It

~ would be
plans are to keep everybody

from moving .about. There - .normally

who

(A detailed map of the

"ESRs can be obtamed from

10 Great
London -

New Statesman,
La.pe

.that a iiﬁ‘.‘.. . ol
1 nuclear. attack wouldn t be;iﬁ'.i;‘;j - 1

'pGOple w:ll get. kﬂied but: ;tha AN,
't test of us will besa

Y -
Ti T e s

_;"g;o ,gﬁ—eha E

would ‘Be ‘extremely difficult
5to 'get:out of :London for
pstance, as 18 routes out of
the city are ESRs.
Thls all seems to have
.little to: do with civil
- deferice, but quite a lot to
do w1th maintaining  the -
existing system of law and
| '_'order, and making sure that
-~ the population sticks to the

VCT

government s instructions
~outlined - “in  the tragic
pamphlet .. ‘Protect = and

much left and that ‘A large..

“nuclear attack would dlsmpt;(?‘

the production and distribu-

. tion of power supplies, and

hence most industrial and

. commercial activities’.

~ There is a section deal-
ing with = ‘Manpower’. ‘In
spite of heavy casualties

- among the able-bodied popu-

lation, there should be no
general shortage of man-
power, sinceé industry, as it
existed before tlie attack
would be virtually at:a stand-
still’! It goes on to point
out that if there was a lack

of ‘food, people might not =
~want to do ‘heavy or un-

‘pleasant” work. If this arose
Regional Commissioners.
would have the p

summary execution’ that is.

- Survive’ offenng practlcally ..

~zero protection ‘and ' little

o chance of. survlval

~ In*1975 the Home Office -

sent out a circular entitled .
‘Briefing Material for War-
) It was
{*‘..A classified and only sent to
_“top.civil servants and pohce ~

‘time Controllers’.

chtei“s

I The.. first - sectnon dealt.....;.' A"

thh"‘t.aw and.Ozxder’. It out- -~
") lines a+system of emergency P |
“courfS coming:. under . the . .},
al com-.». 1

Jurlsdlctzon of regianal
missioners Where there
“prows;on for
penaltres not

appropnate

-courts i.e.

available ~to .}
reduction of - |

 zations or execution: There-:- e
_would be no appeals. -

That is the most detalled |

section of the circular. The

" rest deals with use of surviv-

to direct their anti-
authoritarianism through-
constructive channels
such as trade unions and
the LPYS.

It was also pointed out
that it can be expensive
for unemployed youth to

join trade unions which

often put them. into
holding branches that
rarely meet anyway.

-This was met by the sugg-
estion that UWU’s are
therefore a sound basis

- national

for uniorising and organ-
ising youth into local and
campaigns
such as closures and occu-
pations. The meeting
ended with the electlonl

of ofﬁcers
KAREN HARRIS

ing industrial resources andw f
~ reaches the stunning conchi=
-sion that. there might not: be.:-

- try

ower to Y
“disrapt

‘direct whd did what but of
- course this'depends' on “the

commumty $ ‘acceptance of
the .need and their. volun- -
tary co-operation’. ‘Short’ of

or ,p,erhaps -
- paragraph.

A strange,

teling,  final

- points out that ‘A-large scale -

nuclear attack on thls coun-
would  completely
the banking system.

- Even a small-scale attack on
- London and the location of -~
the major facilities of big .
clearing banks would have -
& sumlar effect’ ‘This bizarre
.observatlon is followed by
~ the. rather shockmg sentence

‘It may therefore be assumed
that, for a period at least,
the widespread use of
money, as a means of pur-
chasmg goods or rewardmg
services, would cease’. How-
ever, happﬂy the circular
ends with the prediction that
this state of affairs would
only take a year or so to
correct. But there’s one
word of warning. ‘The crea-’
tion of a new monetary
system would be a national
matter and not one in which

Regional Commlssmners
‘could devise their own .
policies’.

-

So there we have it. The
government has not a clue
about protection and
survival of the population.
Only a lucky few, from the
higher echelons of society
along with a few art
treasures (which, by the
way, have a whole bunker to
themselves in a mountain in
Wales) and military generals
will get into the bunkers.
The rest of us can just stay
put and do what we’re told

or get shot.
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we disagree with the idea

defend the Soviet Union

A

This letter was printed in the NME recently __ we

Ireland is a political war

against oppression and

die and ban prisoners

ressed community forced

the Catholics to fight back

others. For some years

with the freedom fighters
of El Salvador and Zim-

. the intransigence of the
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zealous copper during his
arrest. and has mad an

What had they. done?

What was this terrible

stronger sentiments.

~fNational? Council for

. ambe s _-.mﬁ"h“—".

dresses

| - Civil Liberties = .
. | . 186 Kings Cross Road,
| | ._ R | o | o London WCA. |
; | | | JULY 29th was a day of being fed the most J§ 01-2784575 |
: | | | national hysteria and terrible food imaginable. S
- ~ Disagree; agree? chauvinism as most of the " Two of them were arr- British Pregnancy
Werite to usat: - population sat glued to ested red-handed at mid- Advice Service.
| Class Fighter, . | their televisions or were night and the other three Guildhall Buildings,
- BM Box 5277, squashed up and jostling were hauled from their Navigation St.,
| a " LONDON WC1N3XX . with thousands more . bedsin a dawnraid. They |8 Birmingham 2
‘ _ | watching the Royal were allowed no bail, 021 643 1461 '
. | ZVeddj?%, For five mem- couldlsee nolgody [except
| . | ers of Weymouth Young . a solicitor briefly] and
. ‘ g " Socialists it was a day were kept at the police B'°°"| Af;"”"' Contres
. . that they spent in the station for almost 40 [mostly for young girls
: S | police cells being ques- hours. One of the five a,“d women, - contracep-
- , | | S | tioned, - harassed and received a badly cut tion and advice]
‘ ' m mouth from an over- Egﬁ:::gw:m Court Ra

3 . - | | thought it was a welcome change from the usual drivel on | ; ' | .National Abortion
v | a | | Ireland we get in the bourgeolis press. So we reckoned it Oﬁrc;:g;c‘;";féa l}:‘:;ed £100 Campaign
w gjesemfed wider circulation! . each and were bound 374 Gray's Inn Road,
| 4 | | ' over to keep the Queen’s §l London WC1 .
| | . B _. . "THE WAR IN Northern 1969) on an already opp- does already) on a par peace for a year. 01278 0153

Rights of Women

AN D RU SSI A imperialism and its solu- in self-defence. At that - babwe. Few people bel- crime? The five had been [same address]
- | , tion is their elimination. It  stage the IRA was pract- ieved lan Smith and caught spraying graffiti |- 01278 6340
. ! T S is not a rel'igious war with lcallly defunct and weap- ‘Rhodesian’ whites would grlz walls around the town. S
| | | : a magical solution —  onless. ~ever serve under a gov- ogans such as ‘‘Riot ’ 'y
Dear Comrades, but what about a Russian @ “‘if only people were Having said that, we in ernment headed by gthe .against Thatcher’’, and :\{oErrll‘?: :ol:‘igslt\tback
In Weymouth Young computer, error? Is this B peaceful and demo- noway support attacks on  ‘mindless terrorist’ they “‘Jobs not bombs'’, but Lond 9N1 N
Socialists we  support also not a possibility? cratic.”’ civilians. This is why the feared and despised — worst of all in the eyes of B oncon
almost entirely the ten» Whilst I personally (not The British reaction to  Birmingham  bombings Robert Mugabe. Simil- the police and society was [ 016079052
point programme which is all of our Young Socialists ® the peaceful election of  were excepted — we arly discussion of a united ‘Stuff the Royal Wedd- .
printed in the paper. B ut  agree) see that we must an IRA MP is to let him should have included Ireland comes up against ing’’ anda other similar Freind

[gay and bi-sexual men

that the _Sov;et Union In term.sthat it is econom- from standing again for now civilians have not Loyalist community. It The police tried to pin a and women]
should retain its nuclear ically different from capit- Parliament. R been considered legitim- stops in the face of their charge of conspiracy on 274 Upper St.,
weapons. It does not seem alist countries and we The extreme violence of  ate targets for the IRA but  violence and  bigotry. them which would have London N1
right that we c’lalm to must Qefe;nd what is [ the situation in Northern there is a well-orchestra-  Catholics are to Paisley been very serious and 01 359 7371
support. workers’ move-  anti-capitalist, 1 cannot Ireland is the product of ted and hysterical media  servants of Satan, just as they were very disapp- o |
ments in the deformed see that defending 1t to British/Loyalist activity, campaign about the ex- Mugabe wasto Smith. ointed that they received Gay.Switchboard
socialist countries but the extreme of allowing B poth in the long term —  tremist violence which | what they considered to 5 C#ledonian Rd.
presumably would mnot it to keep its nuclear B 500 years of sporadic hides this fact and ignores | "~ be a very light punish- | London N1
support a workers' move-  weapons 13 practical or B claughter and sustained the fact that innocent There is far too little ment. A consequence of [ 018377324
ment in the Soviet Union  necessary. I'm mnot sur¢ B ,55ression — and in the civilians now being murd-  discussion about Northern  this is that five of our local
calling for unilateral nuc-  that Trotsky would have 0 ort term: the RUC ered are victims of the Ireland in England and Young Socialists have W Release
lear disarmament. taken .t,he _theory of def- B .(tacks on peaceful civil Army. Five have been far too much reliance become very well known llegal advice. drugs
Also we h 1 heard ence of the Soviet Union M i hts demos in 1968 and  killed this year by plastic placed on the British o the local police and W oprtion ete) " ‘
so we have all heard  so far. | | on Catholic communities bullets, including two state’s version of events. they will now have an 1 Elqin A
of thq _comp.uter CITOTS 1N Yours Fraternally, in 1969. These armed  girls. : At least NME has found excuse to pull them in on L gln. v:'lgnue,
America which have near- Caroline Lees attacks (half of the Falss History will regard the  space to air dissent. any pretext. | ondon v¥
ly started a nuclear war, Weymouth YS B noad burned. down in ~ IRA (as much of the world Various Au Pairs All the graffiti was 01289 1123
. | | cleaned off very fast 'Sa ho
--------_---_-- }, ;;’;.S;‘ex_‘ g‘f‘?j’ﬁt;" f“s";.ll} [,eﬁgi,n,]_
remains in evidence all 20 Dorset Square,
over the town. London NW1
A defence fund has Y 017243636

SUMMER CAM

been set up and £56 was

Camp and more has been

raised -at the Summer

Rape.Crisis Centre
[there may also be one in

| added since. Any more your area]
Dcar Class Fighter, no chance to air their report on the hunger do"af;,o;'s WQ“‘Iid be . PO Box 42.

Just dropping a line views properly — in the  strike campaign etc etc) at grare uly,_xecezve. . London N6
about the LPYS Summer large debates andrallies.  last injected a bit of life Eric Scott Ji 013406145

Camp last Audgust in the

Forest of Dean.

This year, mercifully,
it was different. A size-
able CF

over 50 comrades, as well

contingent of

and politics into a norm-
‘ally mediocre week.

Next year we hope to.

be far more organised —

If you or your Y§
‘branch have more or othet
useful addresses . or
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events to advertise in the

this column send them in ~
to CLASS FIGHTER, -
BM Box 5277, LONDON
-WC1 N3XX

In past years, the lovely
countryside which the
camp site is set in has
been marrgg by only one
thing — the presence of
Militant, who seem intent
on running -an official
LPYS camp as their own
little family- affair (and in
soine cases 1 do mean
family affair) with opp:
osing tendencies in the Y35
such as Class Fighter, or
just - individuals, getting

with many more comrades
" there — and our own fac-
ilites for socials etc.
What do other CF supp-
orters think and. would [§
anyone be prepared to §
help in starting now to @
organise” for it? Please
let me know,.c/o Class
Fighter.

Yours fraternally,

Chris Marsh
(S'L

~as quite a few people we
only met for the first time-
there, were really able to
shake things up a bit.

;
1
i
!
{
(.

-

CF, with its own series
“of meetings not dealt with
in the official programme
(you know, silly irrelev-
ant issues like this summ-
er’s riots and the arrest
of 3,000 young people;
gays; an  eye-witness

I

ondon)




THE LAST public meet-
ing our YS had invited
Anwar
speak. It was a joint meet-

ing with the Asian
‘Women 'S Collective,
from

spoke.

Anwar spoke about the
62 year struggle she had
with the British state to
win the right to be with
her children only briefly.

The public meeting was
an attempt to draw more

‘black women together in

the fight against racism.
OQur YS is involved 1n
anti-racist work — the
area in which we work 1s
the main black community

~in Coventry and over half

our members are black.
Although black women
suffer as much racism as
black men, they rarely
attend meetings. This
isn’t because they’re not

capable of it — as Anwar
-pointed out, but because

they're often not allowed
to: *‘l suffered it myself,

Ditta along to

which Sushela

THE MOST obvious
way that women are
oppressed is in the home
in the family. The man
goes out to work and
brings home the money -

the woman stays at

home and does the
house work. |
Even if the woman does
go out to work, when she
gets home she is still

expected to do the house

work and cook the
dinner.

" These roles are rein-
forced by capitalism.
Women produce child-
ren, therefore they

“should be encouraged to

stay at home to provide
more kids for the work
force. ‘

On the telly women are

portrayed as doing the
cleaning,
cooking. At school, you
are told these things are
natural and if a woman.
‘wants a career ~instead .
of marriage, well, she

washing,

justisn’tright! .
Sexually,

a man sleeps around he
is virile and masculine.
If a woman sleeps
around, she isaslag or a

lart. .

If a woman doesn’t

climax, she is frigid. Its

' not because the man

maybe isn’'t considerate
in bed, of course not.

Women are supposed to
.satisfy their men all the

time. Remember girls;
lie back and think of

England!

‘Lesbian’ is a dirty word

and to be one. means
you're diseased [this

also applies to gay men!.

There is something
wrong with women who
don’t fancy men. -

| once spoke to a man
(who reckoned he was

non-sexist] but he
couldn’t understand,
couldn't  comprehend
that women could get
sexual pleasure from
each other.

All thrcugh their

school' life young girls
are teught that they
should leave school at

women are
discriminated against. It

from my own community,
but it didn’'t stop me
fighting for my children™.

- Black women not only
have racism to contend
with but sexism inside
and outside their own
community.
spoke of the need to get
Asian women together, to
talk about their oppress-
ion and to make their
fellow Asian men realise
that they too are capable
of fighting racism and on
the broader issues.

Most of the meeting
was spent discussing the
racial attacks and murd-
ers in Coventry. Although
Anwar had only arrived
in Coventry just before
the meeting in Foleshill,

~she’d spoken to several

people already. She knew
about the attacks, espec-
jally on Asian women —
how they have had their
saris burnt, how some
white girls at schools spit
on Asian girls, pull their
hair, or even cut their

hair.

16 and maybe take a job
in a factory until they
can ‘hook’ a man, settle
down, marry and have
~ kids. |

They are taught needle

work and cookery,
good basic home skills.
While the boys are
taught metalwork and
woodwork. in my school
the girls only got to do

metalwork and wood-

work when the boys
wanted to do cookery.

" In careers lessons, the
boys were encouraged to
go on to further educat-

ion or engineering or be

doctors or business men,
while the girls were

pushed into leaving at 16
to do secretarial work,

nursing or factories.

©

Sushela
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‘about

**If this is happening to

us we should protect our-
selves, women need to
comeout.’’ .

Recently a bunch o
racists came out of the
Topshop (a YOPS centre)
in Foleshill and beat up an
Asian woman just out-
side her house. As Asian
women are rarely allowed
to go out to work, being in
the home makes them as
vulnerable, if not more so,

than men — especially
to petrol bomb attacks.
Jean, a post office

worker, made a comment
a previous anti-
racist meeting. ‘‘There
were only a handful of
women and only two of
them black — 1if every

bloke had allowed their
girlfriend or wife to come

‘there’d have been not

only 400 people there but
800."" The same applied
to rallies and marchecs.
Asian women can take
an active part in struggles
was the message of the

Please note girls, these

are only stop gap jobs
till you start breeding.
But then if you do get
pregnant and don’t want
the baby, it isn't your
choice. You don’t get
any say in whether you
wnat to spend the next
20 years of your life
looking after a kid. It’s
not you that
decide. It’'s your doctor
or your MP or your relig-
ion. But remember,

should

N -— -
meeting remember
Mrs. Desai or the Chix
womern even
Rally  against Racist
Attacks, which was led
by nearly 2,000 Asian
women shouting and
chanting. -
We spoke about self-
defence — a YS member
spoke of the hostility at
first even in the YS to
women doing defence
work. Perhaps signific-
antly a group of young
Asian men left before the

doctors, MP’s and
priests are mainly men!

| call for positive discr-
imination for women -
that is in every Labour

Party, trade union
branch, in fact in any
group = or committee

whose decisions affect
people, women should
be represented.

How can a man [even

a so-called non-sexist
man] represent a woman
as well as a woman her-

. self can? A man can try

RO
REpepthe - EN

| méetiﬁ g had properly

the

| andi

49

finished — let’s‘hope they
got the message.

- "We can do more than
stay in kitchens. Our men
must realise that. It isn’t
our religion which keeps
us back

fight and we will!”’ -
"JUDITH BONNER
Coventry North East YS

understand a
woman’s problems but
only a woman has them.

bay “sometimes
_th’at S Just an excuse, but
it’s the men. Yet we can

Positive discrimination

is a temporary measure,

because, hopefully, men

will eventually get over
their sexist attitudes and
start treating women as
the equals they are.

P:S: But this doesn’t
mean of course, that |
would favour a
would favour a

right-

wing woman instead of a_

left-wing man  who
would represent
women's rights better.

| . Kate Williams
SW Wolverhampton YS
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The new Women'’s Fightback 10p
plus postage from 41 Ellington St,

Lcndon N7.
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The Jobs Express train
sets out from Newcastle
on November 23rd. There
will be 375 youth on it by
the time it reaches

'London 4 days later. .
" 1t’s organised by our ol_d ;

friends the TUC along
with The National Union
of Students and some

other groups. You'll
remember the TUC from
the People’s - March.

earlier this year; you'll

not remember them for

youth.

is supposed to bring to the

employed youth. In fact,
over half of the total
number of unemployed
‘are under 25.

The demands comiﬁg

 from the train are ‘Jobs,

Education, Training (!!?)
and a

On the TUC'S record of

" fighting for jobs, not a lot

can be said, as they
haven’t done a lot. What a
'voice in the country’s
future’ means, we're not

_ sure; maybe overthrowing

capitalism and seizing
power, but we doubt it.
However, there will be
Class Fighter supporters
on the train and its up to
us and the labour move-
ment in all the towns the
train goes through to fight
for demands that really
will stop unemployment:
cut the hours, not the
jobs, strike and occuppy
to save jobs, like Laurence

Scotts, Lee Jeans and
many other workplaces
(with zero support from
the TUC) - build an
unemployed workers’
movement.

 JOBS

t

saving any jobs though.
But this time its just for -

The 4 day lightening tour |
attention, for those who

‘haven’t already noticed,
that there are a lot of un-

Voice in the
 Country’s Future’. |

GIVE US A
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: R
WN\ CONFERENCE

Don’t miss our founding conference! '
Since the meeting we held in June, attended by over 160
youth from YS branches from all over the country, the Nat-

ional Left-Wing Youth Movement has won many new Class

Fighter supporters in the YS, produced 2 issues of our paper
plus a special issue on the riots.

Our conference on November 21st and 22nd at Caxton
House, St John’s Rd. in London is jam packed with sessions
on unemployment, YOPs, fighting racism and fascism,
youth culture,women'’s liberation and lots more. We’ll have
films, exhibitions and we’ll be discussing and voting on
our policy document. (Copies available from NLWYM, BM
box 5277, London WC1 N3XX).We’ll elect a new Steering
Committee and there’ll be a gig on Saturday night with
bigg-ish name bands! Food and accomodation will be
available both days. ; _

All this for only £2, if you’ve a job, 50p if you haven’t or are
on YOPs.

You can't afford to miss it! Write in now for
conference documents, registration and details of transport
from your area. |
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