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Holocaust in the Middle
East — see centre pages.

Judith Bonner reports
— page 6

Should education be
compulsory — page 7

WHAT is going on in the Labour Party? What is the
pattle z-tbout? The right want to nja.ke all the decisions In the early 1920s, the CP formed as a new left .
|t?1 lel,rham::nt. fThe left vaar&t] dimglons é" be takenat  ing after the Russian Revolution. The Communists  well try to wind up the YS. The witch-hunt will also

e Party Conference and the Labour Government t0  yanted to affiliate to the Labour Party so all the be extended to all those groups in the Labour Party

carry them out. : : . s 4 TR : i 5
working class parties could be united. But they like Socialist Organiser, London Labour Briefing and

o tvt;e last two years, ﬂ.'e left _have madealot of . hted to keep their own caucus to decide together  Socialist Newsletter. TI:|e whole of the left must unite

ground. We have succeeded in getting the leader elec-  yhat they wanted to argue for in-the party. to fight it.

ted by the Party and not just by MPs. The right have The leaders of the Labour Party began a witch- Class Fighter supporters are putting a model

meen |05||r11g t:e ploliftti(':al tharguments o the. only  hunt against them and got the Party conference in resolution into local YS’s, to local Parties, the NEC
weapon they have left is the party machine, its full 1928 to refuse to allow CP members, some of whom  and to Michael Foot, (and also a resolution to the YS

time employees and unelected advisory committees. had been in the Labour Party for years, to stay in. national committee), calling on them to campaign
Now they are using that power base to drive the But despite the witch-hunt, tendencies of revolu-  now to defend the YS.
left wing, at least the serious left, out of the party.  tionary socialists still survive in the Party. And the To get the left campaigning, a new organisation
They - that ‘t‘he left, pz_lrt|cula(|y,,, the “Militant “mainstream left’”’ has organised itself too — because  has been set up called the .‘Unregistered Alliance’.
tendency” are a “party withinaparty ™. _ - anyone can see that “ideas” without the organisa-  This involves all those groups in the party who stand
tion to carry them out are useless. opposed to the register. We are calling on YS’s, wards,
But the Labour Party was set up as a federation It’s always been in the youth of the Labour Party ~ GCs,’ women’s sections and trade union branches to Peter Tatchell ;
between the trade unions and socialist organisations  that left wing ideas have flourished most and where  support it, and try to get to the meetings that it is lgut]f]absgg{iopnmtgmwggo;éag
| to represent the views of the trade unions and work-  organised groups have been strongest. organising. an moribund. — we need a
ing class people in Parliament and outside it. In the 1930s the pro-Stalin Communist Party took We appeal to Militant comrades to support this  campaign to defend the
alliance and not to back out on a fight by comply- LPYS.”

At first all the ‘tendencies’, the different points of  over the Labour Party youth wing and it was dis-

view, in the workers’ movement had a voice in the  banded. In the early 1960s a new YS was set up and ing with the register. ¥ _
party, and democratic decisions were taken. many left wing groups joined and eventually the We can’t sit back and let the right wing get on
But as Labour grew in the 1920s, leaders soon got  largest, Keep Left, was expelled and the YS virtually ~ with it. We must say loud and clear that the Labour Ay CLASS FIGHTER sup-

a taste for the privileged life in Parliament. They closed down. Party is our party and we are not Jeaving it to the _ porters should go and get
knew if they were to keep those privileges they would But the Left kept coming back. In 1971 Militant right wing. That means mobilising the 500 constitu- tLhebi: YSM brancht tCo nfmf
abour ovemen onier-

have to work with the bosses to control the wogking  won control and the party leaders left it alone, but encies who came out against the witch-hunt of Peter

: : & . e . X . . s ence on 11 September at
class. They knew thatina democratic movement they now the right wing are becoming worried and are Tatchell, getting every YS branch actively opposing Wembley Conference Centre,
would not be able to enjoy the power, so they began  starting to attack. They have decided to witch-hunt  the register and beating back the threat posed to the  London.

to tighten up to keep out the left. the Militant. and with them the right wing could YS. —
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The strange case of the

the disappearing future...

THIS week, thousands of
young people will be leaving
school or college. Some may
have GCEs, CSEs or even a
degree. What will ‘this fair
democracy be -offering
them? Well for starters if
you're 16 you won't be
receiving any supplementary
benefit until September.

Meanwhile, ot course,
neither will your parents get
family income for you.

That means if you want
to go anywhere, or buy any-
thing, forget it.

And what is there offered
by way of paid employ-
ment? Not much — both the
quantity and quality of jobs
are nothing to smile about.
There aren’t many appren-
ticeships anymore and it is
almost impossible for young

women t6 get one in a
society which encourages
openings for males more
than females.

- And if you do an appren-
ticeship, there’s still no guar-
antee of a job at the end of
it. Nowadays, even trained
nurses are thrown onto the
dole queue, despite the
understaffing -and long wait-
ing lists at our hospitals.

But all is not lost. If
you've hunted for weeks,
sent in  your
application form and can
only find selling insurance or
double glazing, you could
always try one of the train-
ing schemes the govern-
ment is running. YOPs pro-
vides a whole range of
opportunities. You could do
a “Preparing for work"'course

hundredth *

at the local tech for

13 weeks, or a TOPs course
in a special centre, neither of
which guarantee you a job at
the end of it — but will
keep you off the streets and
the unemployment register.

Even better, though is
the “Working on Employers’
Premises’’ scheme. You can
do a 40 hour week with no
security or trade union rights
and no health and safety
regulations. You won't learn
a skill and six people have
been killed on these schemes
already. But if you fancy it,
go ahead.

What else does Thatcher’s
job nightmare offer youth?
Well there’s the Navy —
which until recently promis-
ed to be a safe bet because

at least they didn’t send you
to Northern Ireland. Nowa-
days, though, there's always
the slight chance that war-
mongering hysteria-can send
you to your death on islands

8,000 miles away, defending

*national pride”’.

If you've a more domes-
tic fetish for uniform then
there’s always the police,
who at no cost can provide
a riot shield and batons,
reactionary bigotry and a
chance to smash up your old
school friends in places like
Toxteth and Brixton.

At the present time, con-
trary to popular belief, arm-
ament and defence expendi-

ture is increasing. Expendi- .

ture on essential service jobs
like hospitals and public
transport is decreasing.

To add insult to injury
the government is calling for
us to give generously to the
South Atlantic Fund. That is
hypocrisy and cheating when
it is the workers of this
country that have already
paid in sweat and blood for
all the profits that finance
the wars this bosses’ state
wants.

Youth thave no common
interest with the exploiters
and their decrepit system
that offers a future of dole,
cheap labour schemes,
declining living standards
and nuclear holocaust.

Qur interest lies in
uniting against a common
enemy to end unemploy-
ment, repression, sexism and
racism and build for a future
that offers us not the

"','.'.ED ii.'.a.’.i.izni |

the future doesn’t hoid for
you why not do something
about it with Class Fighter
in the LPYSand YCND.

poverty of capitalism but the
richness of socialism.

So if you're a school
leaver, demoralised by what

We are now seeing a threat to the Thatcher govern-
ment for the first time since the steel strike. The
militancy and determination of the health workers
should be an inspiration to us all. ’

The determination of the ASLEF drivers to
defend their union against the BR bosses must be
supported. Their fight'is our fight.

We should get our YS branches to be out on the
picket lines with the health workers and the- train
drivers. We should argue for united action. Wehave
gotato argue for the only thing that can guarantee a
secure future for these industries — a general strike to
bring the Tories down and replace them with a
government committed to and fully accountable tc
the working class, a workers’ government.

¢
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Advertisement

GET YOUR
BADGE!

The badge all witches
are wearing.......

25p each, plus 12%p for péstage. (Orders of more than 10
post free). From Socialist Organiser, 28 Middle Lane,
London N8.

DON'T MISS]|
THE GAMP!

ONCE again the time of year has come when many
members of the Young Socialists meander their way
to the picturesque  hillside of the Forest of_ Dean.
Carrying on their backs, tents, cooking utensils, apd
welly boots; settling in a massive field crowded with
tents and large marquees. )

Reflecting back to my fond memories of. the
educational films, interesting speakers and lively
debates, | feel compelled to return again.

As well as the lively meetings, this action-packed
holiday also offers an exciting range of sports fr_om
cricket to volley ball; from swimming to canoeing.
On returning from this camp you will certainty feel
healthy and fit.

Despite last year’s bleak weather, morale was
high. A group of 50 Class Fighter supporters put
forward a strong opposition to the M|I|t:¢mt for
marquees were filled when we held meetings on
important issues like gay rights and the l’IOtS,‘WhICh'
the camp organisers had omitted from their pro-
gramme..

in the evening, the main marquees played ho§t to
the flashing lights and loud sounds of the camp disco.

This year, as a Class Fighter group we hope to be
a greater force and gain more supporters. If at all
possible, summer camp is an experience that shqqld
not be missed. For just £20 it is an opportunity to
discuss our policies, sell papers and finall.y enjoy the
peaceful countryside and the fun of camping!!!

LINDA MOULSDALE

Ware

JANE ASHWORTH
MAKES AN APPEAL
— FROM THE HEART!

Class Fighter is broke.
We know that you are
too, but if you want to
see another edition of
the paper, leaflets for YS
Summer Camp and any
hope at all of another
pamphlet, then you
really have got to send us
some money.

This week we’ve had

 £10 from Manchester

and Leicester, and £15
from Rotherham. That’s
good, but it was all
money owed to us.

You don’t have to
send us, money from
your own pocket (pick
someone elses). There are
lots of ways of raising
money, either around
something you’re doing
already  like a party at a
comrade’s house which
could raise money if 50p
admission. is charged. Or
organising a special fund
raising event like a

co™ me’

' WE'R
BROKE-

© (34 699095-

Afew more of these will do! Class Fighter supp
orters in Wallasey YS sent us two, to pay off
debts. What about the rest of you?

jumble sale which could
raise £100 if it is proper-
ly advertised and you
‘make sure you collect
lots of jumble.

Requiring more
physical effort than a
party or a jumble sale is
-touting your skills as a
grass-cutter, a Coventry
comrade rasied £5 this
way.

If you're feeling even
more energetic than that
then follow the example

GO WILD IN
COUNTRY ..

Saturday 31st July - 7th August

%0

"Pé am¥

Bracelands Campsite, Forest of Dean.
Write to A. Bevan, 150 Walworth Rd.,

London SE17.

L

of Socialist Organiser
comrades in Wallasey and
run in a sponsored mara-
thon.
~ .Write and let us know
how you do plan to raise
money but most impor-
tantly, send us some of it
fast. Our address is:

214 Sickert Court,
London NT1.

Make cheques payable
to the National Left
Wing Youth Movement.

S

Where we stand

1. Build a mass campaigning socialist youith
movement. :

2. Build the National Union of School Students!
We will fight to win support for school students:
in the unions, YSs, and in the National Union of
Students.

3. Turn the Labour Party Young Socialists out fo
industrial workers’ struggles.

4. Fight for democracy in the Labour Party and
in the Young Socialists. The National Committee
should be elected from the YS Conference. No '
extended speaking time at YS Conference for .
National Committee members. Equal speaki
time for different viewpoints in the YS. ‘§ocnalusl
Youth' to carry open debate and discussion. -

5. Full union rights for the unemployed. Union-
ise the YOP cheap labour schemes. For full

trade union rates and rights on YOPs. Cut the
hours, not the jobs. Build an unemployed
workers’ movement.

6. Fight for the YS to take a lead in t!te fight. for
women’s and gay liberation. Campaign against
sexism in the labour movement andinthe YSto
make it possible for women and gays to playa
full and equal part in the labour movement. Fora
woman'’s right to work. No discrimination on the
pasis of sex or sexuality. o

7. Unilateral nuclear disarmament and with-
drav.al from NATO. Build CND. Fight todnw
youth from CND into the struggle for sotsa
policies in the labour movement. The wi :‘drive
comes from imperialism! Defend the Soviet
Union. -

8. Troops out of ireland now! Political status for
Republican prisoners. Repeal the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. Support the Labour Corn!nitte_e
on Ireland. Support all actions in solidarity with
the anti-imperialist struggle in the North of
jreland. .

9. Fight racism. Purge racist__s,fmntaﬂ Qositions
in the labour movement. Organise to drive
fascists off the streets. For united black and

white labour movement defence squads. Build
labour movement support for black self:defen_ce
— including against the racism and anti working

class brutality of the police.

10. Fight for genuine rank and file control of the _.

whole labour movement — unions, Labour Party,
Y35. Fight for a workers’ government — on
and under the control of the labour movement —
to break the economic, military and state power

of the ruling class. Never again a Labour Govern-

ment like the last one!

from Pravda AGOGO.




W>used to have
labour camps. . .

They

Tebbit's new ‘training initiative’ starts soon. We look back
at similar compulsory schemes in the "30's

- FOR school leavers the pros-
pects of work may be bleak,

“.but for those in the "job
creation” industry business

" is booming. Manpower Ser-
‘vices, YOPs, TOPs, the
Youth Training Initiative
have become a major part of
the bosses’ strategy over the
tast four years.

But their aim is NOT to
combat the poverty and
indignity of unemployment
_amongst  young workers.
Instead they want to use the
mass. unemployment  of
youth to create a different
" kind of workforce — one
-which can be worked till it
drops with no more than a
minimum outlay on wages.
. A workforce which has no
trade union rights against

sackings, victimisation or
inhuman working condi- -
tions. In short- what the

bosses want is slave labour.

. History

The history of ‘‘employ-
ment”’ schemes in the 1930s
"gives us a clear picture of
which way the Tories want
to go with the new training
initiative. 1t also shows that
"the bosses are prepared to be
patient in their pursuit of
their slave labour goal —tak-
ing one step at a time. -

In 1925 the government\

began to open training
centres for the unemployed.
Courses ran for six months
and gave training in specific
trades like welding and car-
. pentry.
" they were similar to the
present government retrain-
ing centres.
But in 1929 these were

supplemented with a differ-

ent kind of training. In May
of that year the
Ministry of Labour “'Instruc-
tional Centre’” was opened.
These were not skill
centres. They were generally
known as ‘‘training and
reconditioning camps”.
Typical jobs in them

C

- workers  as
~camps”’.

In many respects,

first

were forest clearing and road
making. And the camps were
residential!! In other words
they were work camps, the
British equivalent of the
labour camp.

These special camps paid
no wages. The “‘volunteers’
instead got four shillings a
week pocket money, taken
out of their unemployment
benefit. All the rest of their
benefit was taken from them
for food and accommoda-
tion at the camp. The trade
union rate for labouring at
that time was 42 shillings a
week. Little wonder that
these camps were known to
the ‘'slave

Behind this ‘slave labour
scheme’ was the idea that
workers should work for
their dole. That the unem-
ployed had no rights to
benefits unless they were
prepared to slave for hours
in the most back: breaking
jobs and that meant working
a week for a day's pay. That
was the future offered to
youth.

Government papers of
the time show hos the bosses

.weren’t keen just to make

people work for dole money.
In 1934, a new Unemploy-
ment Act was passed extend-
ing the role of the slave
camps among the young
unemployed. Attendance
‘became compulsory for
those drawing benefit once
they were called up for work™

NATIONAL UNITY —

HISTORIC AGREEMENT

i, N

in them. Those who refused
not only lost their benefit —
they were prosecuted!
During 1935 hundreds of
young workers were fined by
magistrates for refusing to be
drafted into the bosses slave
labour army in the camps.
Four years later they were
all being drafted into the
trenches as cannon fodder
for the Second World War,

The struggie of the unem-"

ployed of the 1930s was a
long and heroic one which
has gone into school history
books as the Jarrow
marches. But the marches
changed nothing! That is
why we are taught about
them. The real fight of the
unemployed, . against
closures, for trade union
rates for all work, to smash
the slave labour . camps
remains a closely guarded
secret.

The militant young
workers who  organised
strikes in the slave camps
and on training schemes

aren’t in the history books.
That is the way forward
today, against the Tories’
dream of a new genration
of slave camps, fighting as

they did in the ‘30s to
bring the unemployed
struggle into the labour
movement.

- Especially now when £25
a week is put forward as
a decent wage for a 40 hour
week on the New Training
Initiative. .

iir

Marek Garstecki, now editor
Solidarity Trade
Group
pultetin in Britain, remem-
bers his school as the start-
ing place of his political
most
other schools, says Marek,
the social studies teachers
encouraged classes to discuss
and think for themselves.
if the head teacher
wasn’t in the Party, or the
secret police weren’t watch-
ing, radical history teachers
would talk-about “forbidden

.of the

Union Working

involvement.  Like

And

 parts of Polish history”.
Clampdown

Some schools, like War-
saw Grammar School, have
such a reputation for student
and teacher militancy that
since martial law, there has
been talk of closing it down.

We asked Marek what
student
involvement there had been
with Solidarnosc and he told
us about the URO — the

sort of school

‘Pupils Defence Movement.
“Although

known
student activists were likely
to fail their leaving exams,
(untess they did better than
everyone else) and get put

PEOPLE in high places are
getting very worried by
YCND. They need to be, for
YCND is the fastest growing
youth campaign in Britain,
with over 6,000 members
and hundreds of groups up
and down the country. Since
June 6 alone we've been
inundated with hundreds of
new applications.

The latest people to show
jnterest in us are the
Ministry of Defence. They're
producing a glossy leaflet
“How to deal with a bully —
peace through deterrence
— the only answer to a
bully’s threat.’

The bully is Russia, and
the leaflet, aimed at school
youth, tries to convince the
reader that “NATO's policy
of deterrence has kept peace
in Europe for over 30
years”. {Try telling that to
the Turkish people living
under the Generals’ dictator-
ship, kept in power by
NATO). :

We are also told that,
unlike Russia, NATO is mak-
ing serious efforts to halt the
nuclear threat. The peaceful
grassy lands of this country
are portrayed in the centre
of the leaflet in an attempt
to convince us that all is

serene and peaceful in
England. (Bet there’s a
nuclear bomb shelter for

some rich bastard under the
grassy hillt)

In response, YCND has
produced a counter-leaflet
“Think for Yourself — My

into dead end jobs or small
provincial colleges, it was
common to find discussion
pamphlets circulated by
school groups”. School
students also led marches
and at Marek’s tech college
crash courses in printing

were filled with school activ-

ists.

Since. the clampdown,
school students have had to
find new ways of protesting.
A popular form of protest
has been to sit in absolute
silence during lunch breaks.
In some schools the head has
called in the police to stop
the silence! The latest Voice
of . Solidarnosc = carries 2
report of the Youth Social
Defence Committee’s recom-
mendations to school
students to continue the
silent break protests, wearing
resistors (resistors are pieces

from old radios worn in

. Poland as‘symbols of resis-
tance — they're much easier
to get hold of than badges!)
‘on their lapels, not going
to cinemas, theatres oOF
discos, and going for a walk

during TV news broadcasts.

- truths,

Youth, our Future, Peace’

through Deterrence.”’

It aims to counter the
MoD leaflets by facts and
encouraging young
people to get involved in
CND and voice their opposi-
tion to the insanity of an
arms build-up — of course
we haven’t the resources of
the MoD but we hope
enough youth, teachers, (and
civil servants in MoD) will
circulate the leaflet and pro-
mote peace education in
schools.

The message is clear:

“There has never been an
arms race that hasn’t ended
in war’”’. “That's a history
jesson none of us can afford
to ignore.”’

At the last NC prepara-
tions were started for the
first national YCND event.
This will happen in London
on September 18 with bands
and do’'s — the only hassle
at the moment is finance,
with the GLC unwilling to
give us a hand and CND in
dire financial straights.

Another event is the
peace camp being held in
EBast Acton “Tent City”

during the whole of August.
Organised for YCND by
END, there’ll be events and
workshops and lots more so
bring a tent and it's only £1
a night (phone END O1-
277 1236 for more details.
In the last issue of Class

Fighter you’ll remember
YCND were supporting the
Reagan Reception Com-

hool students wear
esistors”’

The first generation of
college students since the
growth of Solidarnosc have
flocked into the militant
union,
nosc students). These are the
students who were in their
last year at school when the
strike wave started. Marek
thinks the organisations of
school students have been
responsible for this. Before
the new college intake (last
year) only 20% of students
were in the NZS, now the
number is around 50%.

Speakers

Solidarnosc Trade Union
Working Group can send
speakers to meetings to talk
about Solidarnosc. Why not
get your LPYS branch or
General Commiittee to invite
a speaker. Maybe you could
contact your local Polish
Solidarity Committee and
‘hold the meeting jointly.
Information and collection
sheets are a good way to
start building support for
Solidarnosc. You should
write to STUWG and the
NZS at: Acorn House, 314/
210 .Gray’s Inn Road, Lon-
don WC1X 8DP.

the NZS (Solidar--

mittee and its demonstra- |

‘tion on June 7. Well at the

last NC Bruce Kent, national
secretary of CND rold us
quite categorically that not
only should YCND not have
criticised CND for failing to
support it but couldn’t go on
the demonstration.

When | argued that this
directly undermined YCND's
ability to make its own
decisions and the sovereignty
of its conference he replied

“*1f you want to drag CND’s

name in the mud then go”11..

For those on the left in
YCND there’s a big problem
arguing against the bureau-
cratic attitudes of people
like Bruce Kent who want to
keep CND pure and unadul-
terated from politics {espec-
ially socialist ones). We don‘t
need purity like that! Join
CND and YCND now!

JUDITH BONNER

YCND NC

Write to YCND, 11,

goodwin Street, Londor:
4. ’

»Ministry of Defence propaganda leaflet )

NATO'S POLICY
OF DETERRENCE HAS
KEPT PEACE IN EUROPE
FOR OVER 30YEARS

That's a history lesson none
of us can afford to ignore

CND’s reply

THERE HAS NEVER
BEEN AN ARMS RACE
THAT HASN'T ENDED

IN A WAR.

That's a history lesson none

of us can afford to ignore.
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WILL ADAMS reports on what the
Palestinians face as the Israeli army
-surrounds, bombards and stages ‘mock’
air attacks on Beirut.

WHILE the world’s atten-
tion was distracted by the
war in the South Atlantic,
Israel decided to launch
an invasion of Lebanon.
The excuse given was that
it was an act of revenge for
the shootmg of an Israeli
ambassador in London but
it was clear that the inva-
sion had been planned for
many months. Already over
10,000 Israel citizens and
Palestmlan refugees in
Lebanon have been killed
during the Israeli invasion
and over half a million have
been left homeless.

The British press blandly
reports the invasion, pres-
enting it as a conﬂlct
between evenly matched
powers when in fact Israel
has one of the largest,
most  ruthless military
machines in the world. The
Lebanese National Move-
ment and the Palestine
Liberation Organisation are
fighting a heroic struggle
against the odds, relying
only on themselves and the
power of international
solidarity.

In Lebanon a civil war

broke out in . the mid-
70s. On one side were the
largely Christian militias,
often fascists, racist and
pro-imperialist. On the
other side was the Leban-
ese National Movement;
consisting of the mamly
Muslim militias and left-
wing organisations, and the
Palestinians.

Invasion

In the course of the
invasion the Zionists and
imperialists want to wipe
out the Lebanese National
Movement and the Pales-
tinian Liberation Organis-
ation which has been using
Lebanon as a base, and
establish a suitably right-
wing government in Leban-
on that will act in the inter-
ests of imperialist policy in

-~the region.

Israel was set up by &
. mited Nations partition of
Palestine in 1947. Control
of Israel was given to the
small population of Jews
within its borders, many of
whom were recent immi-

grants.
The workers of the
native Arab population who

were the majority in Pales-
tine were ignored both by
the UN and by the state
of Israel.

The partition was follow-
ed by war between Israel
and the Arab states, the
Arabs rightly resisting the
partition of their land.
The Zionists occupied the
area granted to them by
the 1947 partition and also
part of what the UN had
granted the Palestinians.

The Jordanian regime
snatched the rest. Existing
amongst:- Arab countries
justifiably hostile to it,
Israel has been forved to
brutally extend the area it
controls for its own protec-
tion.

Zionism has always held
the idea of a ‘‘Jewish
homeland’’ as a solution to
the oprnhlems of anti-

semitism. Zionists argue
that it is not safe for Jews to
live among non-Jews and
so it was necessary to
establish a separate state
for Jews. In this Zionism
is clearly a racist ideology.
In its begmnmg Zionism
was a minority ideology
among Jews, even though
Britain in 1917 recognised
that a Jewish homeland
would be established in
Palestine, regardless of the
wishes of the Palestinians.
It was only after the exter-
mination of six million Jews
in Hitler’s gas chambers
that Zionism gained the
support of large numbers of
Jews. In other words, the
Arab people are being told
to compensate the Jews of
Europe for the crimes
committed against the
Jews by the imperialists.

Flex

In the fighting that
followed the partition of
their land, many Palestin-
ians fled or were driven out
of their homes. Some fled

to Arab states and estab- -

lished camps on Israel’s
borders — wunable to
return. =

Others, who moved from
one part of Palestine to
another to escape the fight-
ing found that they were
prevented by the Israelis
from returning to their
lands. .

Most of this land was
given to Jews. The expul-
sions of Palestinians did
not stop in 1947-8,-how-
ever. Today, there are
massive refugee camps in
Lebanon and other areas
where Palestinians live,
struggling for the right to
return to their homeland.

In the 1967 war, Israel
invaded the West Bank, the
Gaza Strip, the Golan
Heights and the Sinai.
Israeli Jews were organised
to go and gstablish settle-
ments in these areas,
again expelling some of the
Palestinian population.

Discrimination

Palestinians within
Israel face open, system-
atic discrimination. Pales-
tinians get worse jobs,
lower wages and poorer
housing than Jews. Pales-
tinian workers are not
allowed to form their own
trade unions, but are only
allowed to join the Arab
section. of the -Histadrut,
the Israeli ‘‘Federation of
Labour’’, which besides
being a major force for
Zionism (it used to organise
widespread boycotts of
Arab products in favour of
Jewish products) is also one
of Israel’s major employ-
ers.

No Palestinian nawponal-
ist party is allowad to
organise or to stand candi-
dates for the Knesset
(Parliament). thus denying
Palestinians an effective
political voice.

The racist ‘‘Law . of
Return”’ allows any Jew in
the world to enter Israel
and become a citizen, yet

_identity,
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denies the right of Pales-
tinian refugees to return to
their homes. Israel tries to
deny that the Palestinians
are a nation and forbids
the flying of the Pales-
tinians are a nation and
forbids the flying of the
Palestinian flag.

But the Palestinians have
not lost their national
despite  being
dispersed over the. Middle
East. If anything, their
desire to live as a nation
has been strengthened by
the creation of Israel. The
overwhelming majority of
Palestinians
Palestine Liberation Organ-
isation, an umbrella organ-
isaticn of groups fighting
for a Palestinian homeland,
and wish to have this
organisation representing
them..

The hypocrisy of the
Zionists is clear: they claim
that Israel is a haven for
Jews fleeing the genocide
of Nazi gas chambers, yet
they are presently carrying
out- genocide against
Lebanese and Palestinian
people; they claim that
Isrpel is the only demo-
craey in the Middle East,
b:leg full democratic nghts

only given to the Jewish
population.

As socialists we fully
support the fight of the
‘Palestinians for a secular
democratic state in Pales-
tine (i.e. one that is not
religiously based, and.
which gives equal rights to
all citizens). We would
argue that such a state
should be a socialist one,
but do not make this a pre-
condition of our support for
the Palestinians. We sup-
port the PLO which leads
the fight of the Palestinians
and has their support.

sufport the °
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This is a'recruiting.
the Army — post
Falklands episode.

Youth in Britain have had
imperialist war drive can b
South Atlantic. They dug
and got their imperial ta
Even on the way they we
mere £11,000 a shot . . . f
war being conducted at ha
with all those who might of

Every night on TV we

age, making us feel somehag
‘who were dying. The Su
.boys all the way.
; But why should we ba
ischemes that offer us £25
1The detention centres
:back against the Tories ag§
'security snoopers who say
dole? Thatcher for thro
the dole queue?

The truth is that we
Britain’. Mast of us can't
never supported Thatcher
can we betray her?
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Class Fighter when she visited London. She is now back in the

Middle East.

What is life like for young
people in Israel?

There are two separate
communities in Israel: the
Israeli "Jews and the
Palestinians. The groups

- are separate and their
. differences are especially
. ‘marked among the youth.
-, The two communities go
to' separate schools and
they speak different lan-
. guages — Arabic and
§ Hebrew. They only meet at
- universities or when they
" are at work.
.~ Palestinians tend to have
" strict rules for young
* women — they don’t go out
“alone and have to be in
. early in the evenings. The
~ young Palestinian men are
“freer but still will usually
live with their parents.
. At 18 all Jews have to
join the army, except for a
few groups — women who
-are married, etc. Women
spend two years in the
 army, men three years.
} When they leave at 20 or
21, there is a great pressure
on them from their parents
and from society to get
married and settle down.
Jewish youth have a very
short time free from res-
ponsibility. This makes
‘them conform a lot more
than in Britain — youdon’t -
see Israeli youth with
coloured hair! It also makes
them not very interested
in politics.

What political - organisa-
tions are there for youth?
The Likud and the

Labour Party (main political

parties) have youth move-
ments. Jewish youth join
these youth movements at
about 10. The youth move-
mexni you join depends on
which one has a club near-
est your school — it doesn’t
depend on your politics.
They are more like social
clubs than political groups.

There are also Jewish
yosth movements connec-
ted with the religious
parties — many of the
members of these will go on
to join Gush Emunim (an
extreme Zionist group) and
will go and live in the occu-
pied territories.

Inside the  borders of
Israel, Palestinian youth
can join the Communist
Party youth movement or
the Patriotic Progressive
Movement — a Palestinian
nationalist group. These
organise political meetings
and demonstrations.

In the occupied territor-
ies Palestinian youth can
join the youth sections of
groups within the PLO —
Popular Front for the Liber-
ation of Palesttine, etc. But
these groups aren’t allowed
to exist openly so they have
to organise under different
names.

-ound the
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a small taste of what the
e like with the war in the
Nelson up from his grave,
force out into the sea.
firing rockets that cost a
pr practice. We also saw a
e. The media waged war
pose Thatcher’s war.
baw extended news cover- -
responsible for all those
backed Britain and the

k Britain? For its YOPs
or 40 hours work a week?
t ensure we won’t fight
d the police? The social
we get too much on the

What are the occupied
territories?

In 1967 Israel ‘occupied
the Gaza Strip, the West
Bank and the Golan
Heights which at the time
were parts of other coun-
tries. This is justified in
Biblical terms — the Jews
are the ‘‘chosen race’’ and
these areas are part of the
Biblical land of Israel:

Gush Emunim i« a
powerful organisation thatg
supports these occupa-
tions. It organises Jews to
go and establish settle-
ments in these areas. It
doesn’t have many mem-
bers — it’s largest demon-
stration was 15,000. But
it has lots of money. They
have the best meeting
rooms, can produce lots of
posters to advertise arid can
organise free buses to take
people to demonstrations.

How have Israeli youth
reacted to the invasion of
the Lebanen?

Many of them who
oppose the invasion will do
nothing. Maybe they are
opposed to it but there is
no political youth move-
ment to organise them.

The youth in the army
seem to accept their orders
— there’s not been much
protest. But there have
been some big demonstra-
tions in Israel against the
invasion. Up to 100,000
people and that’s big for
Israeli marches. I think so
many are opposed to the
war because of the casual-
ties. Near where I live in

There are some traitors in our midst though. They
are the leadership of the Labour Party and the trade
unions. They pretended that they fought for the
interests of the workers and youth. What did they
do? 99% of them backed up Thatcher’s war in the
South Atlantic as they back up the war in Ireland.

We must get rid of these fakers and replace them
with genuine workers’ leaders.

It seems that we also need a clear-out in the LPYS

— our own organisation.

They refused to build a

movement to withdraw the fleet, saying it was not

possible.

This war must not be forgotten in the YS. We
should write to Socialist Youth declaring our opposi-

tion to their position.

The war in the South Atlantic is not over either. -

While there is a British task force in the South

Israel there is a
cemetery. There have been
many burials recently — far
more than the authorities
have announced publicly
for the area. So there is a
real feeling against the
war and young people are
very much part of that.

What can youth in Britain
do?

British youth  should
support the rights of the
‘Palestinians to return to
their own land and their
right to self-determina-
tion — the right to a state
where Palestinians are not
discriminated against,
where they have rights to
the land and where they
can choose their own repre-
sentatives. All these rights
are denied them in Israel.

British youth must sup-
port the organisations
fighting for these rights.
The PLO is the organisa-
tion that the Palestinians
wish to represent them. It
has been fighting Zionism
for the past 18 years.

SINCE National LPYS Con-
ference with the South
Atlantic crisis in the fore-
front of people’s minds {and
in the media), Ireland has
taken a back slot.

Conference once again
failed to take up the rele-
vant issues of Ireland — not
that it managed to generate
lively debate on either any-
way.
It is easy to forget the
fact that there’s a bitter

AS the death toll is rising daily in the Lebanon it is

most urgent that we show our support

and the Palestinians immediatelt.
Get your YS branch to send donations and
messages of solidarity to the following addresses
at your next meeting.
Palestine Liberation Organisation, General Union
of Palestinian Students, both at 52, Green Street,

London W1.

Other useful addresses include:
Labour Committee on Palestine, c/o 28 Carlton
Mansions, Holmleigh Road, London N16.
Palestine Solidarity Committee, ¢/o Oxford
House, Derbyshire Street, London E2.

Trade Union Friends of Palestine, c/o

for the PLO

Ernie Ross MP, House of Commons, London

SW1A 0AA.
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struggle being waged in Ire-
land when the media is more
concerned with Royal babies
and intruders.

Now is the time to start
raising the issues in the
LPYS. Regional and
National conferences aren’t
that far off and as youth
officer of the Labour Com-
mittee on Ireland | think
there is no time to waste in
organising for them now. If
you are going to summer
camp then why not come

j| time to waste

along to the Class Fighter
meeting on lreland with an
LCI speaker.

In fact if you haven't
heard of the Labour Com-
mittee on lreland then you
should be hearing from us
soon,

There will be a majling to
all  YS branches -from
Walworth Road from the
LCI offering speakers to all
YS branches — so that
shouild be a spur to push a
proper anti-imperialist posi-

tion in the YS opposing
British imperialism in the
North.

Also coming up in

November is a recall labour
movement conference on
Ireland. So if you want more
details or want to join the
LCl, contact: Labour Com-
mittee on freland, BM Box
5355, London WCTN 3XX.
PETE CASHMAN
National Youth Officer,
Labour Committee on
Ireland.
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Atlantic or any other place, we can never be free.
A “Labour Committee for Yithdrawal” has been set
up by Ken Livingstone, Peter Tatchell and other left
wing Labour Party leaders. We should support this
committee and inject our support for the defeat of
“the British bosses. .
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CLASH:®

hit Brixto

ROCKING the Casbah
with a bit of ‘billy,
reggae, roll and disco, the
Clash came to Brixton
one Sunday. Much soul
searching (retrospection),
Joe Strummer AWOL in
Paris . . . exit Nick
(Topper) Headon . .
they finally made it.

The Clash- in ~the
summer of '82 — a year
after the riots, revolu-
tionary struggles in Latin
America, the mushroom-
ing growth of CND, 13
kids killed by plactic
bullets in Northern Ire-
land.

The Clash in 1982,
willing and able to go
where other bands of the
same beginnings  now
wouldn’t go.

Nowadays it is trendy
to be fun, fun ‘apolitical’
— ‘let’s dance, but don’t
bring politics into it’.
Dancing is fun, it beats
meetings every night.
Whilst there are purists —
the trendy ones who
think dance is dance and
the turgid ones who
think politics is politics,
so unethical to mix the
two — the Clash are the
real intellectuals among

b

us! Quite able to produce
political dance.

Actually there wasn't
much dancing on
Sunday. Pogey pogo
never was fashionable,
it was more subtle.

Now the Financial
Times (how amazing did
someone once tell me
Joe Strummer’s pa was a
stockbroka?) and you
can’t find a better judge
of culture this side of
NME — said the gig
lacked excitement. This
was because the audience
was too old (own up now
if you were a Clash fan
in *78 — that makes you
at least 21-221), too

white, and the Clash
were passive and not at.
all provocative or
riotous.

Danced

Of course all youth go
to gigs for is to gob and
vandalise and Brixton
isn’t Brixton without
riots, is it? '

| danced when |
wasn’t too overawed, or
stretching to look once
more at Joe Strummer’s
hair {or lack of it) or
gasp at Paul Simonon.

e

R
2

If others didn’t then
they were  probably
studying the backdrop of

" slides which accompan-

ied each song.

A Latin Americano
opening  brought the
Clash on stage and then
they launched into
London’s Calling. The
set, with two encores,
was tight (that’s music

“jargon for together, well

performed, don’t you
know) and new drummer
Terry Chimes got into
the swing of things quite
well.

Not so many numbers
off the newest album
Combat Rock — if you're
lucky there’ll be a review
of it in the next issue,
and if you’re doubly
lucky there’ll be a next
issue.

Joe Strummer’s vocals
were excellent, and Mick
‘4 can play a whole
chord’ Jones managed to
sing his song that means
so much to him, ‘Stay
Free’. And Paul ‘Oh,
isn’t he gorgeous’ (he
is, he is!)Simonon based
away to Guns of Brixton.
Rock the Casbah needed
a bit of practicing or a

A group of Class Fighter supporters
went to see the Clash in July
Judith Bonner reports....

guest keyboard player or-

something, but all in all
they managed to give a
flow to the set mingling
older numbers  with
newer in a very comple-
mentary fashion.

It was very political,
each song being accom-
panied by a slide show
with shots of the riots,
victims of oppression in
Northern lreland, Third
World peoples, Clash
graphics and much more.

Strummer also provi-
ded some humour, at
one point asking any
intellectuals in the audi-
ence to shout ‘Oi!” ,

They were the Clash,
no fuss, no chat, yet
there was an air of
suspense, waiting for a
voice to scream. They’re
a political band, class
conscious — not an easy
thing to be in an industry
shackled to commercial-
ism and profiteering that
says fuck the politics and
wants only to sell the
records.

We ali come up
against walls. The Clash
have climbed a lot, or
just pushed them over.
The Clash Casbah Club
may be in your area now
so go rock it.

'Youth think more ahout sex

THE  Labour Party's
National Executive Com-
mittee at a recent meeting
decided to include a propos-
al for the age of consent for

gay men to be lowered
from 21, which it is at
present, to 18, in its policy
for the next General
Election.

They voted down a

proposal for lowering it
to 16, which is the age of
consent for non-gays and
effectively the age of
consent for lesbians {(most
laws to do with gays only
mention gay men, the idea
being that women only have
sexual feelings as a result of
men's sexual feelings, so for
lesbians to have sex indep-
endently of men is complete-
ly unthinkable).

It's absurd that the
Labour Party still refuses to
accept that gays should be
treated the same as non-
gays. It's yet another exam-
ple of the generally appall-
ing record of the Labour
Party on gay rights. Neil
Kinnock MP, when he was
speaking at a Labour Party
demonstration against
unemployment last year
made a “’joking”’ reference to
»perverts” (meaning gays).

Few people at the demo

were outraged by this “joke”
as they no doubt would have
beer- if he had referred to
“’nig-nogs’’ or “dagos”.

““Unfortunately, there is a
lot of this backwardness on
gay rights within the self-
confessed ‘‘Marxists” who
run the Labour Party-Young
‘Socialists. For as long as |
have been going to LPYS
National /- Conferences, and
probably for longer, there
has never been a debate on
gay rights.

1981 was the year we
came closest: there were Six
resolutions sent in on gay
rights (more than there were
on some of the subjects
which were discussed). but
still there was no debate.
Instead the National Com-
mittee accepted without dis-
cussion a motion stating that
we oppose discrimination
against gay people. That's
fine, but it's hardly a full

. socialist position on gay

rights — most of the Young
Liberals and probably some
of the Young Conservatives
wouldn't disagree with it.
The resolution also didn’t
suggest any action that the
LPYS can take to help its
gay members fight the
oppression felt by being gay
in a straight society, nor

does it offer a basis for
recruiting young lesbians and
gay men to the LPYS.

ft's vital for a socialist
youth movement .to have a
clear position on sexuality.
Sexuality is an enormous
concern for young people.
Most young people spend
much more of their time
concerned with sex than
they ever do worrying about
what the next = Labour
government should do. It’s
only by understanding and
giving a political way for-
ward for all the concerns of
youth that we can ever hope
to build a mass LPYS.

This should inciude a
political explanation of why

there is such widespread dis-
crimination against lesbians
and gay men.

The main  argument
against the LPYS discussing
gay rights is that sexuality is
a personal matter and there
is no need for the LPYS to
discuss it beyond accepting
liberal anti-discrmination
resolutions. But anti-gay dis-
crimination is not a personal
matter, just as racism is not
simply a matter of a few
whites who happen to dislike
blacks.

Anti-gay discrimination
comes from people who are
unable to see beyond the
limits set by our capitalist
society and believe that the

" accepting

nuclear family is the only
way of living. -

Socialists shouldn't
accept the limitations of this
view but should fight against
them for the right of every-
one to choose their own life-
style and sexuality.

It seems ‘that the main

reason that gays get beaten
up is that their attackers
are gay but haven’t been able
to come out — to admit their
sexuality to themselves and
other people. By attacking
gay people — ‘‘queer bash-
ing” — they want to stamp
out their own gayness and
assert their heterosexual
“normality”’.

Sexuality and the family
is an especially important
issue for a sociaiist youth
movement. Most  LPYS
members first get involved
when they are still living
with their mum and/or dad.
For a young gay person, the
most difficult thing, after
their  gayness
themselves, is to tell their
parents. they are gay. It's
very important for the LPYS
to offer a place where young
gays don‘t feel alienated by
their sexuality and where
their gayness is accepted.

This means not only
ge.ting the LPYS to adopt a
better position on gay rights
but also taking up the anti-
gay discrimination that takes
place within the LPYS. At
some national LPYS events,
gay LPYS members have
faced shouts of “‘gays out”
from other members, which
shows how far we still have
to go.

Supporters of Militant,
who are the majority in the
LPYS, often argue that we
need the ‘‘socialist transfor-
mation of society’’ ‘before
womern, blacks or gays will
be liberated.

They use this to justify
doing little or nothing about
sexism, racism and anti-gay

discrimination now. We
agree that it can only be a
truly socialist society (not
like the so-called “‘commun-
ist’’ states in Eastern Eur-
ope) that will give us the
chance to completely liber-
ate all oppressed groups.

Accept

But we don't accept that
this means that all these
oppressed groups should
stop worrying -about their
own particular oppression
and instead put all their
energies - into winning a.
Labour government
committed to socialist
policies to carry out Milit-
ant's “socialist transforma-
tion’”. Whilst liberation will
only fully arrive under
socialism, a Labour govern-
ment carrying out Militant’s
programme Wwon’t necessar-
ity guarantee liberation.

Only by joining with all
oppressed groups and fight-
ing with them in the
struggles they are involved in
now, however partial, e.g.
the fight for the age of con-
sent for gay men to be the
same as for non-gays, can we
make sure that the liberation
of these groups will be a part

of the socialism we are build-

ing. Also by joining in these
struggles we can show that

the LPYS is an organisation
that fights for all oppressed
youth and so draw these
youth in and build a mass
socialist youth movement.

There are several things
you can do:

*Join the Labour-Cam-
paign for Gay Rights. The
LCGR is campaigning for
the labour movement as a
whole to take gay rights
seriously.

*Get your LPYS branch
to . invite a speaker from
LCGR.

*Move this resolution in
your LPYS branch: “This
LPYS branch notes the
lack of discussion of gay
rights at recent national
LPYS events. We feel that
the issue is an important one
for the LPYS to take up and
so we call on the National
Committee to organise a dis-
cussion on gay rights at this
year's Summer Camp”. Get
it sent off to the National
Committee as sooOn as Pos-
sible.

*Get a copy of the
Labour Paryt discussion
document “The Rights of
Gay Women and Men"’ {40p
plus postage) from the Publi-
cations Department at Wal-
worth Road. :

EAME ROUNDTO

D FOR SOME
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THE NEXT DAY AT THE |
OFFICE. THINGS WERE
DIFFERENT.
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‘Weymouth
fanzine

WE started Pravda-a-go-go (it
took months to get used to
the name) because we were
fed up with the boring,
stereotyped, YS papers like
Socislist Youth and Militant
{Class Fighter is a distinct
improvement) and:  we
wanted something ito sell
with .a local bias which
youth could relate to, i.e.
nteresting topical points,
not just “let’s nationalise
the top 200 monopolies”.
Producing the fanzine has
brought our ideas to a lot of
people who don’t come to

mestings and maybe
unawars of our socialist
idees.

It is an idea for otner
YS's to produce local fan-
zines with not just politics
but with reviews of local
bands, gigs etc. It also
encourages comrades to
write articles and have ideas
which often sparks off a
anod debate. and producing

it gets the YS away from the
practice of only having repe-
titive meetings.

Hope the idea will be of
use to other branches.

Tony Prowse,

{on behalf of Weymouth

LPYS)

*Orders to the editor,
James, 134, Chickerell Rd.,
Weymouth.

Agree? Disagree? Just want to write a letter? Write to
Class Fighter, at 214 Sickert Court, Essex Road, Lon- .

don N1.

Bow Wow Yuck:

Dear Editor,

1 thought last issue’s
review of Bow Wow Wow
was appallingly dreadful
and sickening to read. The
author would be better off
writing for Smash Hits
which fortnightly publishes
such bland drivel complete
with full colour photos and
lyrics.

First of all I'm not con-
vinced that Bow Wow Wow
are anything more than the

rat-bag Malcolm McLar-
en’s side-kick — if they
aren’t, why don’t they pack
up their ‘association’ with
him and go it alone?

But in any case I would
have expected more from
a Marxist critic than
comments such as the
sexist ‘‘looking good,
feeling good’’; of such
moronic nonsense the rock
industry stinks.

We didn’t get where
we are today...

i agree win Kate
Williams, that there is a
need to stress the plight
of gays through more dis-
cussion within the social-
ist movement, and that
time should be set aside
in the various youth con-
ferences to pay proper
attention to this import-
ant issue.

Like all oppressed
groups though the cam-
paign must start at home,
the Women’s Movement
didn’t get where it is
today by waiting around

 Time to liven

Dear Comrades,

Here are the demands
Enfield North LPYS will be
putting to the National
Committee on YS demo-
cracy and building the YS.

*Socialist Youth should
have open debate on the
different views held in the
YS.

*National and regional
committees. should only
recommend once, for or
against a resolution or
amendment. This ~one
recommendation should be
during the summing up/
reply to the debate of a
committee member. (The
present system where the
Committee  recommends
at least three times means
that they have an overbear-
ing influence on the way
policy is formed; in partic-
ular, the recommendation
directly before the vote is
taken should bé scrapped).

Effort

*A national committee or
regional committee mem-
ber should have the same
maximum time limit on
their summing up, as all
other YS speakers.

*Each major issue should
be debated and voted. on
separately.

*Movers of resolutions
should have the right of
reply to the debate.

o *Tf an issue has a mini-

for men to fight for them
and similarly the gay
movement can’t hope to
get anywhere unless the
gay community them-
selves come together and
fight for their rights.

Together

There is a great need

for gay youths to come
together, in order that
discussions can  take
place on their 'various
aims and demands and in

mum number (we say five)
of resolutions or amend-
ments then it should have
the right to be discussed at
conference.

*[ssues which do not
reach the minimum number
required, but appear on
consecutive years, should
be allowed discussion time
at conference as minority
issues.

*The system of estimat-
ing the strength of the
LPYS by the number of
branches should be chan-
ged. A new system should
be devised based on indiv-
idual membership. (Our
suggestion would be for
branches to print their own
cards annually and issue to
their members. On Decem-
ber 31 the number of mem-
bers would be given to the
NC member for the region).

From Peckham Labour News

“HATS THE
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order to organise a mass
gay movement which has
positive demands to put
forward and fight for.
Only then will the other
members of our society
listen and lend firm sup-
port. ’

The machinery for
doing this already exists
in many of the larger
cities, where gay youth
groups have been set up,
and most big towns with
a Polytechnic or Univer-
sity will have a gay
society. Elsewhere it may

A more accurate picture
of membership would let
us know if the YS is grow-
ing or declining, and we
could adjust the way the
YS is trying to attract new
members accordingly.

Leaflets

*LPYS leaflets should
be written in a more lively
agitational way i.e. compar-
ing how the ruling class
lives in a recession with
how working people live.
long winded statements
such as ‘‘nationalise the top
200 monopolies under
democratic workers control
. .. should be dealt with
in Socialist Youth, pamph-
lets and branch meetings
where its full implications
could be properly dis-
cussed.

This statement of

be a little harder, but it’s

up to us to help ourselves

in order to gain help
from others.

G. Hancox

(NLWYM supporter,

Wolverhampton)

There will be a Labour
Campaign for Gay
Rights meeting at the
YS Summer Camp -
with Judith Williams
speaking. She was
sacked from her job
for being gay.

up the Y5

demands was  passed
unanimously by our branch
on May 18.

. We felt it necessary to
take this action because our
experience of YS confer-
ences and YS propaganda
is, firstly, that on occasions
different points of view
were not given a fair hear-
ing, especially when it
came to the formulation of
YS policy. When a fair
debate had taken place the
national or regional com-
mittee would exert their
fullest influence to make
sure the vote went ‘their
way’.

Convincing

Secondly this line o1
thought ‘means that YS
propaganda is more con-
cerned . with putting over

However the most worry-
ing thing and the point of
writing this letter is the
idea that the author does
not think that ‘‘pop music
in itself can play a politic-
ally progressive role’’.

What have the Clash, the
Beat, Aswad, UB40, Blues
Band, etc., etc., been doing
playing benefits for anti-
racist organisations them?

A mass culture doesn’t
exist without overflowing
into politics. A mass
political movement [such as
CND] doesn’t exist without
overflowing into culture.

1 don’t think Class Fight-
er should be eulogising this
so-called ‘‘exuberant, good
time pop music’’ which, oh,
wow, is popular again. This
is exactly the type of music
which can’t be progressive
and is usually based not on
music but sex symbols and
you can take your pick —
butch, femme or preity
boys! It’s an asset that
some [NME in particular]
music papers have not
become the sterile mouth-
pieces of the record con-
glomerates and are critical
of rock music in general.
Thousands of young people

have rejected the so-
called ‘mainstream’. So
should Class Fighter.

Yours fraternally,
Andrew MacDonald

‘their policies’ than con-
vincing youth of the need
for a socialist change in the
running of society. As a
result our YS propaganda is
generally dull, with little
lively debate in Socialist
Youth.

Persuasion

We feel that these faults
must be changed if the
LPYS is going to grow into
a mass socialist youth
movement.

We would like as many
branches as possible to
take up the demands and
others with the National
Committee. At our meeting
on May 18, Kevin Ramage
was in attendance and I put
it to him that our statement
should be published in
Socialist Youth. He said
that-it might be better for a
circular to be produced and
distributed around YS
branches. He was generally
not too sympathetic with
our criticisms saying they
were ‘negative’.

However, he did admit
that YS leaflets had been
aimed at ‘political youth’
over the last few years and
that now there was to be a
change of emphasis

towards ‘non-political’
youth.
Yours fraternally,

DAVID BUXTON

This month’s ‘OPINION’ comes from
Jacob, from Oxford YS, a school
student. Is compulsory education

necessary?

FOR years the  left,
and particularly the revo-
lutionary left have been
talking about making
schools into better places.
However, I have never
heard anyone suggest
compulsory education
should be abolished. There
has not even been any
talk of a fundamentally
different education system.
All we have had is a few
weak moans about corporal
punishment and the worst
of the petty rules.
Apparently education
under socialism will be
exactly the same as it is
now — that is, a number of
overcrowded jails where

" kids are herded from the

age of five to learn the basic
principles of capitalism —
the most important being
subservience to higher
authority.

Of course when free
universal education was
first introduced it was con-
sidered a pro- rather than

an anti-civil liberties
measure, a chance for
working class kids to

escape from poverty and
ignorance. But the ruling
class. don’t miss their
opportunties.

This method of controll-
ing people’s thoughts by
locking them up in institu-
tions supposed to improve
their minds is used all over
the world to counter the
effects of mass literacy.

In the USSR, (and prob-
ably in the West as well) it
involves dissidents being
placed in mental hospitals.
The central message of
school is, and always has
been, ‘Do as you are told
(by higher  authority)
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whether right or wrong
Your opinions are mrrede-
vnt:. This message is clesr
ly intended to be carriec
into later life, and
pathetic reforms will akes
it.

Finally, the main argu
ment for the retention o
compulsory education —
that no-one would learr
without it, and we wouic
end up with an illitersse
population on our hands
This argument assGres
two things, both of whach
are so ridiculous as w be
hardly worthy of copsic-
eration:

a)Nobody ever lesms
anything outside of 3
school.

b)Nobody ever emyows
learning and no-one woxic
learn anything if not foreec
to.

Nonsense' k is 2 kurar
instinct t0 war: i lesrs
for obvious evolxaorsry
reasons i€ g. I yoo Tel¥ o
berries anc wuc
for sustecanre you heve W
edible and how w0 lay a
trap. If you don’t know. you
have to ask someone who
does). And I learnt far more
when 1 skived off (for one
day) and read Marx for
Beginners than a whole
month of school.

it is the duty of all
socialists to oppose the

. eleven years of rigorous

indoctrination which

- every British - resident i

forced to endure (withou
which capitalism could nof

_survive) and fight for a

just, free (in both senses o
the word) and optional
education for both adults
and youth.
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WHAT is going on in the Labour Party? What is the
battle about? The right want to make all the decisions
in Parliament. The left want decisions to be taken at
the Party Conference and the Labour Government to
carry them out. .

Over the last two years, the left have made a lot of
ground. We have succeeded in getting the leader elec-
ted by the Party and not just by MPs. The right have
been losing the political arguments so the only
weapon they have left is the party machine, its full
time employees and unelected advisory committees.

Now they are using that power base to drive the
left wing, at least the serious left, out of the party.
They say that the left, particularly, the “Militant
tendency” are a “party within a party”.

But the Labour Party was set up as a federation

between the trade unions and socialist organisations
“to represent the views of the trade unions and work-
ing class people in Parliament and outside it.

At first all the ‘tendencies’, the different points of
view, in the workers’ movement had a voice in the
party, and democratic decisions were taken.

But as Labour grew in the 1920s, leaders soon got
a taste for the privileged life in Parliament. They
knew if they were to keep those privileges they would
have to work with the bosses to control the wonking
class. They knew that in a democratic movement they
would not be able to enjoy the power, so they began
to tighten up to keep out the left.

In the early 1920s, the CP formed as a new left
wing, after the Russian Revolution. The Communists
wanted to affiliate to the Labour Party so all the
working class parties could be united. But they
wanted to keep their own caucus to decide together
what they wanted to argue for in-the party.

The leaders of the Labour Party began a witch-
hunt against them and got the Party conference in
1928 to refuse to allow CP members, some of whom
had been in the Labour Party for years, to stay in.

But despite the witch-hunt, tendencies of revolu-
tionary socialists still survive in the Party. And the
“mainstream left’”’ has organised itself too — because
anyone can see that “ideas” without the organisa-
tion to carry them out are useless.

It’s always been in the youth of the Labour Party
that left wing ideas have flourished most and where
organised groups have been strongest.

In the 1930s the pro-Stalin Communist Party took
over the Labour Party youth wing and it was dis-
banded. In the early 1960s a new YS was set up and
many left wing groups joined and eventually the
largest, Keep Left, was expelled and the YS virtually
closed down.

But the Left kept coming back. In 1971 Militant
won control and the party leaders left it alone, but
now the right wing are becoming worried and are
starting to attack. They have decided to witch-hunt
the Militant. and with them the right wing could
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Should education be

well try to wind up the YS. The witch-hunt will also

be extended to all those groups in the Labour Party

like Socialist Organiser, London Labour Briefing and
Socialist Newsletter. The whole of the left must unite
to fight it.

Class Fighter supporters are putting a model
resolution into local YS’s, to local Parties, the NEC
and to Michael Foot, (and also a resolution to the YS
national committee), calling on them to campaign
now to defend the YS.

To get the left campaigning, a new organisation
has been set up called the .‘Unregistered Alliance’.
This involves all those groups in the party who stand
opposed to the register. We are calling on YS'’s, wards,
GCs, women’s sections and trade union branches to
support it, and try to get to the meetings that it is
organising.

We appeal to Militant comrades to support this
alliance and not to back out on a fight by comply-
ing with the register.

We can’t sit back and let the right wing get on
with it. We must say loud and clear that the Labour
Party is our party and we are not leaving it to the
right wing. That means mobilising the 500 constitu-
encies who came out against the witch-hunt of Peter
Tatchell, getting every YS branch actively opposing
the register and beating back the threat posed to the
YS. ‘

compulsory — page 7

Peter Tatchell

“A Labour Party without a
youth section will be dead
and moribund. — we need a

campaign to defend the

LPYS.”

"ALL CLASS FIGHTER sup-

. porters should go and get

their YS branch to the
Labour Movement Confer-
ence on 11 September at
Wembley Conference Centre,
London.




