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Months of surveillance
and investigation and weeks
of harassment by journalists
and  photographers of
Workers Socialist League
members and supporters is
‘being turned into a series of
wildly inaccurate witch-
hunting articles in the Daily
Mail as we go to press.

Desperate to draw a (non-
existent) link between the WSL
and armed guerrilla groups
around the world, the Mail

reporters make up in imagina-

Charlie Cramp is a free-
lance photographer. He is a
member- of the Central
London Freelance Branch
of the National Union of
Journalists. He is not a nice
guy.

He is known among journal-

ists as a man who is sent on the /

sort of job where the people he
is to photograph might not like
what he is doing. He goes,
therefore, prepared for trouble.

Last Wednesday, the Daily
Mail employed him to go to
Oxford and take photographs of
members and supporters of the
Workers Socialist League.

Cramp, who is well known
for his anti-communist views,
parked in the Oxford street
where Alan Thornett has his
home.

During the morning he
approached another house and

o TSR S e T A T T T T I T R T A e e e S P — R — o e s S . .

1 {nﬂ l'lfﬂrra,ﬂ;nnﬂl l ;dn..nr "hr.rrquif*cn'

Longm uir

tion for what they lack, in

evidence.

The investigations for this
series go back many months to
the appeal by Ted Heslin, an
Oxford supporter of Socialist
Press and leading Labour Party
member to the Labour Party
NEC against his expulsion by
the local CLP.

The Mail covered the lengthy
appeal process with headlines
like “Victory to Red Ted” and
“Labour Lets in the Reds™.

Labour Party members
lobbying the NEC were photo-
graphed and the Magil named

asked for a woman by name,
hoping to establish whether she
was there,

He then waited outside, hop-
ing to photograph her. (He had
the wrong house).

But that same afternoon, he
returned to the street, where he

was photographed in his car by

Socialfst Press staff.

Photographed

When Alan Thornett, a shop
steward at BL's Cowley plant
returned from work he, too, was
photographed by Cramp.

Thornett demanded that
Cramp identify himself. Cramp
refused, claiming that it was
none of Thornett’s business.

Thornett then grabbed
Cramp’s camera which lay on
his lap as he sat in his car.

It was at this point that
Thornett says Cramp leapt out
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them, together with positions
that they allegedly held in the
WSL.

More recently a Mail free-
lance photographer turned up
on a picket line outside Adwest
Engineering in Reading to
photograph WSL supporters
(many of them in the same
union as the Reading strikers)
and to write a witch-hunting
piece alleging, once again with-
out a scrap of proof, WSL
“links” with the PLO and the
IRA.

But it has been in the last
fortnight that the investigation
has become most intense.
Porter, together with Harry
Longmuir have been based at
Oxford’s plush Randolph Hotel,
carrying out a money-no-object,
in-depth investigation into the
WSL.

Members and supporters
have been harassed on the
phone and at their front doors;

a doctor was followed by a

photographer on his afternoon
round of patients and a woman
was followed through the streets
of Oxford for an hour by Porter
and Longmuir trying to locate a
militant from BL’s Cowley

THE GUNMAN T
N’T NAME!

of his car with a large revolver in
his hand.
Holding the gun down at his

side with the chamber open,

Cramp came round the car and
told Thornett: ““I'm not joking,
give me that camera”,

Another BL steward, Tony
Richardson, who was with
Thornett at the time suggested
that Thornett return the camera
as Cramp was holding a gun.

Thornett returned the
camera—and Cramp jumped
back into his car and sped off
down the road.

The police were called and
traced Cramp’s car back to the
Daily Mail. Before they were
able to pick Cramp up, he was
tipped off and surrendered him-
self to the police, denying the
accusation and claiming that he

had a 'tyre.-{ lever’ in his hand
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factory.

The first article in what
promises to be a lengthy series
appeared in Monday’s Da:ly
Mail.

On the front page the Mail
led on the fact that the WSL is
to hold a summer school next
week for members and suppor-

ters which will be attended by

international organisations,
some of which are affiliated to
the Trotskyist International
Liaison Committee.

Described as a ‘“‘school for
subversion”, the Mail ignores
the agenda of the conference
which has been published in
Socialist Press every week for
the last couple of months and
which clearly demonstrates that

 the school is about the fight to

win mass support ' for the
policies of the small forces of
Trotskyism.,

Instead, the Mail tries to
develop the theme of the WSL’s
supposed links with terrorisin
by pointing ,ut that ‘‘some
(delegates) face arrest in their
home countries and others are
actively involved in armed
struggles”.

THE CALL FOR
A WORKERS’

GOVERNMENT
CENTRE PAGES
Next issue

Socialist Press is taking its summer break.
The next issue will appear on'Wednesday 30

L0

orter

Socialists from at least one
country —Chile —would certainly
face arrest for their political
views—even the TUC would be
illegal under the Pinochet dicta-

torship.

Needless to say no guerrilla
groups will be attending the
summer school.

Perhaps the most scandalous
aspect of the Mail report of the
summer school, however, are
the statements by trade union
leaders. |

Frank Chapple, right wing
leader of the EETPU is quoted
by the Mail as urging security
forces to ensure telephones at
the summer school are tapped,
and that a full report of the
proceedings is obtained!

Railwaymen’s leader Sid
Weighell argued that: ‘““These
links with foreign organisations
should be thoroughly investi-
gated”.

Such is the cringing subser-
vience of these reformist leaders
to capitalism in crisis that they
are prepared to line up with the
most right wing forces—includ-
ing a Tory paper whose record
extended in the 1930s to sup-
port for Mosley’s fascists and
Hitler —against trade wunionists
and socialists within the labour
movement.

John Patten, Tory MP for
Oxford called for the summer
school to be banned and
pressure will no doubt continue
to be placed on the education
authority to cancel the hall
booking for the summer school.

The article in the Mail witch-

hunting the WSL summer school

has the gall to refer favourably

~to a “‘meeting of Conservative

and Allied European Parties in
Austria’.

An international gathering of
reactionaries. is clearly in order
as far as the Mail is concerned.

It is only when revolutionary

Trotskyists get together to
discuss how they can win the
support of the masses in the
fight against exploitation and
oppression that these
“defenders of democracy” des-
perately try to witch-hunt such
a gathering to a standstill.

Another aspect of the first
Mail article is its other pet
theme of “WSL infiltration into
the Labour Party’’.

The Mail, of course, backs
Callaghan, ‘Healey and the right
wing all the way in their struggle
against  socialist policies and
against any moves to democra-
tise the: Labour Party-—no
matter how limited those moves
might be.

Their campaign which
attempts to draw a link between
Benn and the left wing of the
Labour Party NEC and Trotsky-
ist groups with which, of course,
they have nothing in common,
has been growing in the course
of the Heslin case.

It can be expected to reach
its climax in the lead up to the
Labour Party conference in the
autumn,

The

Workers = Socialist

‘League and its supporters within

the trade unions and the Labour
Party will not be intimidated by
this crude witch-hunting.

The growing economic and
political crisis confronting the
capitalist system at home and
abroad makes witch-hunts by
the press and surveillance by the
state all the more inevitable.

What the state, the press and
the reformists and Stalinists at
the head of the labour move-
ment fear most is that the
working class and oppressed
masses around the world will
turn to the revolutionary
policies of Trotskyism.

They fear the' independent
mobilisation of the masses
around their own class interests
in confrontation with capital
and its agents both within the
labour movement and the state.

The Workers Socialist
League and the Trotskyist Inter-
national Liaison Committee will
continue the fight to build Trot-
skyist parties and for the recon-
struction of the Fourth Inter-
national to lead the masses in
the struggles that they now face.

We call on socialists in
Britain and internationally to
join us in that fight.
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The tattered “national-
ist” credentials attributed to
Irish Prime Minister Charles

Haughey when he came to .
 office last year have raprdly.

fallen by the wayside in the
light of his increasingly
servile  relationship to

British imperialism and the
- Thatcher government.

- But this external policy has
been linked up with internal
moves to repress republican
forces fighting to force imperial-
ist troops out of the occupied
siX counties,

Problems

This drive has not been with-
out its problems-in particular

the successful appeal by IRSP

militant Osgar Breatnach against
his frame-up sentence for a mail

- t_rain robbery.

But it continues with a
savage offensive by police in the

“Free State’. Republican News

last week headlined on the

brutal assault by Donegal police

on republican sympathiscrs,
who were subjected to beatmgs
and torture in an attcmpt to
force them into confessions that
would secure their conviction in
the Special Court. .

The paper gave dctailed

~accounts of the maltreatment”

meted out by Haughey’s police,
underlining. the level of repres-

sion that exists in the 26

counties. .

But more repression is on
the way. “‘Justice’ Minister
Gerry  Collins - last week

announced that a special cabinet

meeting had instructed the
Attorney General to draw up
new, even more draconian laws
supposedly to combat ‘‘terror-
ism”.

Using the
killing of two policemen last
Monday, Haughey $ gang are
proposing to: .

-~ *Put the onus on- the
accused to prove his/her inno-

cence instead of the prosecu-
~ tion having to prove guiit. |

*Make it even harder for
suspects to.obtain bail. |

TALY FAG
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| *Refuse suspects the right

to remain silent while under
 interrogation.

This last proposal is not only
outrageous in itself, but

~obviously implies an actual
license to torture suspects who -

refuse to speak to their police

captors, in order to force them

to break their silence.

These latest moves to crush /-
elementary democratic ' rights

in the *“Free State’” are the
bitter price being paid by Irish

workers for the preservation of

the six county stateiet in the
North and of Haughey s puppet
capitalist regime in the 26
counties.

Workers in the motor

‘industry in the Port Eliza-

beth industrial - area of

- South Africa have added the
- strength of their
independent actions to the

pay demands currently:

being negotiated between
union officrals and manage-

ment. |

Unwilling to rely on union
officials to make the voice of
workers heard, and determined
to pursue their wage demands,
more than 10,000 workers have
at different t_rmes over the last
month, taken
strike action.

- independent

UMP
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S. Africa curworkers
force back bosses

The developing str1ke wave

- demonstrated a militant and
determined working class and

brought an almost mmmediate
20% . offer from most of the

employers. This, in itself, repres-

ents a srgmflcant success for the
strikers.

Rejectedf

offer as satisfactory and immed-
iately agreed to it. :
The response of workers was

different —meetings at the major
Ford, . General Motors and

Volkswagen plants all rejected

the offer. The reaction of union

officials was one of “‘surprise”’.

After last year’s relative-
ly fast economic growth in
Italy, latest economic
figures suggest that the
Italian economy is plunging
headlong into a new and
deep slump.

- Last month industrial pro-
duction fell by 10% even when
scasonal factors had Dbeen

atllowed for. For the first five .

months of the year the trade

Irzsh Free State soldzers in actzon agamst Republ:cans

Amfi is the title of the
quarterly magazine of the
gay movement in Greece.

This week its trial will open
in Athens. It is charged with
publishing an obscene poem by.
Nicos Spamas.

If found guilty it will face a
fine of up to £1,000 which
would be a crippling blov» to the
magazine.

As Greek Gays Under Attack
—an informative pamphlet just
published by the Amfi Defence
Fund, makes frighteningly clear,
this trial is only one instance of
a general attack on gays now
being carried qut by the Greek
state. | |

The other instances
mentioned are  numerous
examples of censorship and the

proposed reintroduction of the

notorious parliamentary Bill
“Concerning the Protection
from Venereal Discases and
Regulation of Related Matters™.

This vaguely worded Bill
grants wideoranging - powers
against prostitutes and anyone
soliciting in

by importuning, or ‘‘assuming

~ indecent bodﬂy attitudes or

movement

Anyone convicted of these

vague offences can.get anything .

up to one year in jail or be sub-
jected to compulsory clinical
and lab tests under police super-
vision.

A similar police state Bill
was withdrawn two years ago
largely because of international
pressure from the gay move-
ment. ]

Protest vote

In particular the Dutch parli-
ament was induced to vote an
almost unanimous protest to the
Greek government and the
Dutch government was forced

to threaten to veto moves

towards the incorporation of
Greece into the EEC.
The Amfi Defence Fund

pamphlet correctly focusses

attention on the shoddy role
played in all this by the main -
workers’ parties in Greece.

The pro-Moscow Comm‘unist‘

 Party (the KKE) holds the pos-

ition that gays are ‘“‘hangovers
of bourgeois degeneracy des-
tined to die out with the advent
of socialism”.

" At least the KKE seems to

‘have stopped its earlier pohicy
of trying to prevent AKOE, the

iiefICIt soared to 7000 mllllon
ira
These intimations of econ-

omic catastrophe underline the
serious - situation which led to

the latest set of crisis measures
introduced last week. .

- The main aim of these
measures 1s,
impose the burdens of this crisis

of course, to

on the working class. .
This is to be done by price

increases on a whole range of

public utilities such as electric-
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main gay organisation, from
marching on demonstrations.

The reformist PASOK,
according to the pamphlet, put
up no_ resistance at all to the
Bill and no political party or
group came out specifically
against it

Since then the Eurocom-
muntsis and some left groups
Riw: tzk2n 32 somawhar  less
k3 Sgul o m "'&;" e:. g:":":‘:-:"

But it remains irue hi: o
the face of the new legal attack
gays and others threatened by
this oppressive bill cannot yet
count on much support from
those organisations in Greece
which claim to be socialist.

The pamphlet also reveals

-several cases of bizarre censor-

ship.

The National Films Censor-
ship Committee recently unan-
imously banned the British film
Nighthawks (by Ron Peck and

~Paul Hallam) and Pasolini’s
| Salo.

Nzghthawks they say, is “a
propaganda piece for the spread
of homosexuality . . . The hero

- 18 a teacher ‘in a school of
‘minors . .

. From the above it is

- dangerously

ity and telephones and increases
in VAT and petrol tax.

. Even these measurcs will cut

"the public’ sector borrowing
requirement only from 40,000

million lira to 38, 000 mllllon
lira.

‘But it is the most that the'

pathetically week Cossiga

government can possibly hope
- to get'away with.,

But, desplte the fsct that the
main union leaders have agreed

to Cossiga’s attack on the work-

ing class, there are already signs

that he may not be able to get

away with it.
Militant trade unionists have

launched a very widespread '

attack on the union leaders for
their collaboration with Cossiga
and his. Finance
Pandolfi. |

Surcharge

The measure which has
-angered workers more than any-
thing else is the 0.5% tax

surchatge on wages, the revenue
for which will be used for
investment in the underdevelop-

ed South of the c0untry or

given to companies in drfflcul-
ties. '-

- Cossiga and the wunion
leaders present this measure as

an alternative to abandoning the

limited sliding scale included in
Italian collective wage agree-

- ments.

The unpopularity of the

- measures is so great that the

Communist Party leadership has
untypically leapt into an oppos-

itional stance towards the econ-

concluded that both the content
and the scenes of the film
undermine the
sane traditions of the Greek
people and the accepted moral

- disgust for homosexuality and

will have a destructive effect on
Greek youth”.

Film censorship of this kind
is exercised under laws passed
under the Nazi occupation and
znother passed m 1969 under
a2 S2boneds” junta

T RasCSeE L f‘r‘sa:ml.n
of ATS and e casaw of R
new law would be wery severe
blows 1o democratic nghts m
Greece and must be vigorously
resisted by socialists in Greece
and mternationally.

*Donations to the Amfi
Defence Fund to Lloyds Bank,
Gants Hill Branch, 377 Eastern
Avenue, Ilford E'ssex.

*The pamphlet Greek Gays

- Under Attack is available from

Micky Silva, 75 Otley Drive,
Iliford, Essex IG2 6QX. Send
45p including postage and large
addressed envelope.

*The Amfi Benefzt Show —
in aid of the Greek Gay Move-
ment (AKOE) will take place on
Sunday July 27 at 8§ pm, Albany
Empire Theatre, Creek Road,
Deptford London SE 8

Minister -

CP lr Bérlirrgu er

‘omic package in a clear effort to

hold back the working class and
prevent . a frightening rift
between the rank and file and
the leadership of the workers
movement,

‘With the trade union leade_r-
ship clearly exposed as a result
of their miscalculation of the
rank and file reaction to these

measures the CP bureaucracy }
~ has stepped in as the only

section of the leadership immed-
iately able to head the move-

‘ment and make sure that it is

kept under control.

 TROTSKYIST
INTERNATIONAL
- LIAISON |
. COMMITTEE
Public meeting
- *For a full discussion
on the crisis in the
world Trotskyist move-
- ment

*Reconstruct the
Fourth International!

WEDNESDAY 23

JULY at 7.30 p.m.

Conway Hall, Red
Lion Square, London

Speakers from WSL and

TILC sections -

Other speakers invited
from IMG, SLG, ICL
and Workers Power
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-Union officials described the -

. offer.

committees and

The same union offlcwls had

also been ‘“‘surprised” at the last

wave of strikes at Ford, as they |

were at the emergence of the
more recent strike wave,

The only event in the

struggles -of the Port Elizabeth
motor workers which cannot
have  surprised their union

- officials at all was the return to

work.

. It was only in this aspect of
‘the struggles that the umon was

totally involved.

Solidarity

Worke_rs have. shown their
willingness to struggle on the .

basis of their own class power,
drawing strength from the solid-
arity of their fellow workers.,

Their rejection of - the

employers’ offer emphasises
their growing 'confidence and

18 determination. i was the inde-

pendent strike action, taken by
the VW workforce and immed-

iately strengthened by stoppages

at other major plants, that

| added decisive weight to the
- wage demands under negotia-

tion, and won workers the 20%

This ongomg struggle stood

~ threatened however not only ’by
the threat of dismissal, unem- -

ployment and state repression
but by the active misleadership
of their own union officers.

The intervention of the

union leadership was central in
ensuring a return to work at

most -of the plants which had

come out alongside the VW'

workers.

Even though workers at |

major  plants  subsequently

joined the VW workers in reject- -
ing the 20% offer union officials -

succeeded in dissuading them
from coming out alongside VW
again.

Reversed

VW management  then |
- announced that it was imple- -
- menting the 20% offer on July 1

in an effort to break the strike —

- but this aftracted only 60 of a
- striking workforce of 3,500.
It was only after union inter-

vention had successfully
reversed the immediate develop-
ment of the strike to other
plants, that the VW workers,

themselves relatively isolated,

bowed to strong union pressure
and returned to work. ‘
Despite the return to work,

workers have made clear their
rejection of the 20% offer, and

negotiations are continuing
between employers and the
union.
Reformist _
start off accepting capital’s right

unionists who

- to make profits are inevitably.
caught up in a web of compro- -

mises with employers, at the
expense of the workers’ intei-
ests. Such reformist misleader-

ship can only stand as an'
obstacle to the struggle for

workers’ demands.
It is essential that workers
at every workplace develop

‘independent workers commit-

tees through which to take up

and organise the struggle for
~ their demands ‘

" Control

It is only through the
development of, such commit-

tees that workers’ control of

unions can be insured, and inde-
committed
uncompromisingly to  the
achievement of workers’ inter-

pendent unions,

ests, be built.
For the motor workers at

the present time, it is through

such committees that an effec-
tive working class voice can be
added to the current manage-
ment-union negotiations, and

“unified class action be prepared

in support of wage demands.

~ Build independent workers

committees at each workplace.
Build indep‘en‘dent ~ trade

. unions.

Prepare joint strike action
throu h the motor industry in
support of wage demands.

. Protect -wages through a
sliding scale.

For a national minimum
wage, to be -set by workers’

through a shdrng scale

protected -
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IMBABWE: WORKERS'

~ When the masses of Zim-
babwe voted Mugabe into
office to transform their

conditions of life they

showed, even then, that
they were not simply rely-
ing on numerical majorities
in the ballot box.

In a widespread strike wave
whlch folowed the ZANU elec-
tion victory, workers gave warn-
ing of their own independent
voice to Mugabe and his bosses
government.

Even as he set about the task
of restoring stability and pro-
moting conditions for capitalist
profits, Mugabe was forced to
respond to the mass demand
for real change.

In the face of the warning
posed by the strikes and on the
basis of the tremendous mass
pressure which had won him the
election, Mugabe was forced to
promise material concessions to
workers. -

Crucial = to Mugabe’s
proposed reforms was a Mini-
mum Wages Bill which, on the
face of it, appeared as a sub-
stantial reform for thousands
of starvation-paid workers, even

though the proposed new levels

remained abysmally low.
Minimum wage

A £22 per month minimum
was set for domestic servants
and farm workers, and a £52 per
month level for workers in
industry and commerce. |

Even before the date of

implementation, the ineffective-
-ness of the Bill as even a
defensive measure for workess .

had = become transparent.
Reports indicate that in the
- Salisbury area alone, employers

dismissed more than 5,000 -

- workers, rather than pay the
minimum rate.

Worst hit appear to have

been domestic servants and

farm workers, with hundreds of

workers reportedly complaining
of dismissal throughout the
country each day. |

, In other sectors, workers
earning above the minimum

“have been laid off, with new

~  As the dust settles,
- literally, on the rubble that
was once the Northern sec-
tion of Miami, some of the
inherent tensions of capital-
ism begin to emerge from
the smoke and ashes of
America’s most explosive
race-riot for 10 years.

The civil rights lobby and
the  liberal leadership of the

black community has concen-

trated its fire on the role of the
police in provokmg the riots.

This is obviously true In
“immediate terms, but there is
nothing that Carter and the
US bosses would like more than
to pass it all off as the inevitable
backlash against a corrupt and
vicious police ﬂepartment in
that one area. -

In fact the blacks’ outrage
against the acquittal of the

policemen who beat Arthur

McDuffie to death has its roots
in the very ‘foundations of big
| busmess explouatlon and racial-
ism.

‘Blacks make up roughly a
quarter of the city’s population.
A further half of that popula-
‘tion is Hispanic—the most pros-
perous of whom are the Cuban

petit-bourgeoisic and displaced

capitalists.
~Apart from the up-market

Unemployed workers in Salisbury

workers being recrulted at the
mintmum rate. |

While " some workers may

“have temporarily benefitted, the

employers reaction to Mugabe S

Minimum Wage Bill has been to

make additional thousands of
workers jobless.

Whatever the laws it passes
in parliament, Mugabe’s govern-
ment cannot promote both

MIAMI: VU

holiday resort of Miami Beach,
the hub of the city is the central
area which houses the head-
quarters of several major multi-
national companies and a large
number of American and Euro-
pean banks operating in key
areas of Central America.

This is also the haven of
some- of the shadier capitalist
racketeers, many of them close
associates of Richard leon—
'like Bebe Rebozo.

There 1s already ev1dence
that the property speculating
vultures are circling over the
devastated ghetto area.

The plan seems to be to
redevelop and price the blacks
out of the city and into make-
shift suburban shanties.

This would provide the ideal
opening to give a base to many

‘more of the Hispanic bour-

geoisie fleeing from the ever
more unstable
Central and Southern America.

The Nicaraguan® Somoza

clique, for example, is already

wel entrenched. The oppression
and exploitation of blacks at
home and at work is the major
prerequisite for this scheme.

It is against this background

that the police campaign against

blacks has to be viewed.

This campaign has been
waged in Miami even more
diligently than in such notorious

situation iIn

capitalist profits and workers’
interests, '

The interests of the workers

demand a full defensive pro-
gramme which can be secured
only by their own independent.

“organised, mobilised strength.

While ownership of the
means of production and
control of the repressive state
remain in the hands of capital

~areas as Los Angeles, Houston

and Memphis.

The McDuffie murder is just
the -most blatant In a long,
connecting series of attacks and
violations. National figures show

that 10 times more blacks die as
~a result of police homicide than

whites.
In Miami now there are over

1300 awaiting trial for offences

arising from the riots.

Police have miraculously
detained only blacks suspected
of murder, but have done

nothing to track down the gangs

of white neo-fascists who toured
the streets killing stray blacks.
And what of the measly
$11.5 million in state aid to
“rebuid’’ the Northern streets of
the city?
Already it has gone to pad

out the bank vaults of the very
businesses whose profiteering |}

stranglehold led to the grinding
deprlvatlon of the blacks in the
first place.

But there’s just one thought

that must disturb the sleep of
the Miami business community
as they bed down in their plush
villas behind barbed wire and
guard-dog compounds—not even
the most high-powered
insurance company in Florida
offers a policy against lightning
striking twice in the same place.

- and its petty bourgeois agents,

parliament will not control and
parliamentary laws will not
govern  Zimbabwe —capitalists
will control and the laws of
profit will govern.

In the period ahead, as

‘workers and ZANU and ZAPU

militants are Increasingly con-
fronted with the failure of
Mugabe’s government to meet
their needs, hostiity, tension,
militancy and conflict will
mount.

Agriculture

Thousands of workers are

~ unemployed. The vast majority

of those employed face not
reforms, but increasingly harsh

conditions as capital struggles_ -

to boost profits.

While agriculture remains in

the hands of finance capital and
directed towards profit, the
future holds continued poverty
and misery for the masses.of
rural poor.

Under these conditions

4 Mugabe s proposed land reforms
-~ ¢can at most benefit a stratum of |

the rural petit-bourgeoisie.

Thousands of  guerrilias
remain in camps, facing either
unemployment, contrived incar-
ceration or the discipline ot the
bosses’ generals and officers.

As the current disagreements
within the cabinet indicate, the
increasing militancy, dissatisfac-
tion and frustration among
workers, guerrillas and the rural
poor are bound to be exploited
by petty-bourgeois opportun-
ists.

The most verbose opposi-
tion to the petty-bourgeois
leaders who won the last
election will inevitably come
from the petty bourgeois leaders
who didn’t.

Cynically exploiting every
problem into which Mugabe’s
reformism leads, they will zig-
zag from left to right in popu-
list demagogy —combining left

‘wing rhetoric with the nurturing

of reactionary tribalism.

But the populist demagogy
and promises of real change
from Mugabe’s reformist oppon-
ents holds for workers the same
deadend as the populist dema-

‘gogy and promises of real

URES MOVE IN

+

change from Mugabe and his
supporters

The " progressive social rela-
tions and qualitative improve-
ments in their standard of life
for which workers and militan 3
in Zimbabwe have been fightin
cannot be secured on the bas
of backward forces of produ
tion with production organise
for protlt |

It isonly ina planned SOCH:
ist economy, with the produ
tive forces unleashed from t
constricting grip of profit a:
dirccted towards human nc¢ |

- that these changes can be re -

ised. |
This demands a workers’and
peasants’ government, based on
the organisations of the working
class and starting trom their
independent class imterests and
not the protection of capitalist

| profits.

[t requires that ownershlp of
the means of production be
taken from the hands of the
capitalists and brought under
the control ot the working class.

It requires the arming of the
Zimbabwcan working class to
defend against capitalist reac-
tion and it depends on the
carrying  through of the

- Southern African and world

revolutions through which alone
socialism can finally be secured.
Mugabe’s bosses’ government

and Nkomo’s opportunist zig- -

zags stand as obstacles between

-workers and their goals.

The capitalist state machine
remains intact, in defence of the
profit system. No law, no
proclamation and no speech will
remove that fact.

Workers have already glven
warning to Mugabe and the
bosses of their own independent
class strength.

It is through the building of

a Trotskyist party, able to .

develop and lead that strength
that the working class will be
able to move ahead in struggle,
drawing the mass of oppressed
behind it—to the only solution
which secures the independent
class interests of workers—the
workers’ and peasants’ govern-
ment and the dictatorship of
the proletarlat

USA week by week

Wreckage after the riots

~described the coup

No end
to Iran

politicul
crisis

The crisis of authority

-of the Islamic government
“in Iran has continued.

The maullahs have been
organising further mass demon-
strations which have convened

~initially on the basis of the |
“death to the three

slogan:
traitors —Carter, Sadat, Begin™.

But this slogan has been con-
- verted during the demonstration

into blood curdling paranoid
cries of ‘‘death to the three

traitors—monafegh (Islamic
trartors), democrats and
tedayin’.

So, ftearful of their own
authority, the Islamic right wing
is stirring up the conditions for
an attack on the more left-wing
mass organisations.

These preparations follow

statements two weeks ago from

the top of the Islamic hierarchy
that a legal ban was to be
imposed on the MOJahedm and

'Fedaym

Blo odbath

Clearly the only way in
which such a ban could be
1mposed is through a vast expan-
sion of the barbaric bloodbath

already being imposed daily
- against enemies of the regime

under the guise of a “purifica-

“tion” campaign against drug

trafickers, sexual ‘‘abnormal-

- ities”,  ‘‘westernised” women

and university students.

Every day in recent weeks a

number of people have been
stoned to death as adulterers,
prostitutes, homosexuals or sup-
porters of Kurdish nationalism.

If this kind of repression
were now to be unleashed
against the Mojahedin and
Fedayin —tens ‘'of thousands of

~whose militants are armed —-then

it .could only be through the
most bloody civil strife.

It still appears that the
religious authorities are hesitat-

~.ing before going as far as this.

-‘This must be through uncer-
tainty about their power to
impose their reactionary author-
ity; otherwise they would not
have allowed the threatened
organisations time to prepare
themselves against the holo-
caust. | |

Bani-Sadr

In fact the regime has
decided once again to give

enormous prominence to an

illegal Iraq, US and Israeli-
backed military coup attempt

- which was pre-empted by a

series of arrests of leading
officers.

While it would not be at all
improbable that such a military
coup was planned, President
Bani-Sadr—now limping pathet-
ically behind the Ayatollahs-
| in terms
designed to promote a sense of
outrage and national unity.

‘The officers, he claimed, had
planned to seize an airforce ‘base

and send planes to bomb- }
horror of horrors!—the resi- -

dence of the infallible Ayato]lah
Khomenn hlmself
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The Tory White Paper on
the six counties of Northern
Ireland was at least accurate

.in one respect: it made. no
secret -of the fact that the
very existence of the sectar-

~1an statelet depends upon
the brute force of the
15,000-strong British army

of occupation:

“The involvement of the UK
government in the fight against
man-
- power, equipment and installa-

tions, and their operational use
—1s such that it is not realistic to
conferring on a
Northern Ireland administration
full responsibility for the

terrorism—in terms oOf

enviseage

criminal law and the police and

prison services. Equally, the

should  not
business either

administration
conduct its

Amid the outraged com-
ments by thc Tory press
about the recent Labour
Party NEC motion on Irish
political prisoners, not one

- paper actually presented it

in full.
In fact the resolution, reflec-

ting the politics of the Militant

tendency includes the inevitable
reformist Ict-out that:
“The NEC is

methods of terrorism. Equally,
however we arc opposed to

repression and torture . . .
In other words the NEC by

endorsing the resolution in no
~way sided with the struggle of

the oppressed Irish pcople
against the state machinery and
armed occupation forces of the
British oppressors—simply tak-
ing an impartial “humanitaiian”
stance on Britain’s longest-
running colonial war.

“Nor indeed does the resol-
ution in any way call for the
immediate withdrawal of British
troops from Ireland —a position
rapidly gaining currency ‘in the
Labour Party.

But in supporting the
demand of republican prisoners
in ‘H’ Block at Long Kesh and
Armagh Gaol for political
status, and calling for the
scrapping of the no-jury Diplock
Courts, the resolution does
mark a major step forward from

the - reactionary politics of

Labour’s right wing leaders.
In raising the issue now

- throughout the Labour Party,

socialists i should fight to comi-
mit the NEC to exténd its
position to a principled demand
for the immediate withdrawal of
British troops. |

“This NEC deplores the
appalling conditions which exist
in the pnisons of Northern Ire-
land.

We note with concern news-
paper reports that women
prisoners m Armagh jail have
been beaten by male wamders
are locked up for 23 howrs a day

.

- medical facilities.

| implacably
opposed to the programme and.

isolated or excluded from the

concern for security which is’

pervasive”,

It is therefore at gunpoint

that the people of the six
countics are being ‘presented
with the pscudo-‘‘democratic’
proposals of Humphrey Atkins’
White Paper with its ludicrous
platitudes about “preserving the
primacy ot the ballot box™.

No say

In tuct, no matter which way

- the majority were to vote under

the new proposals, they would
have no real say over their
political future, since the White
Paper makes it clear that “‘the
overriding  authority  of West-
minster should be  preserved”,
and that the proposed devolved
assembly would have not ceven
token  powers  over  defence,

1
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and denied proper sariitary and

In Long Kesh, H-Block, male
prisoners, because they refuse to
wear prison uniform or do
prison work are locked up for
24 hours a day wearing only a
blanket, in a cell with only a

damp mattress, are denied read-

ing and writing materials, and
are subject to body searches
including probing the anus.

The NEC is implacably
opposed to the programme and
methods of terrorism. Equally
however we are opposed to
repression and - torture in the
prisons of Northern Ireland.
Such repression could, under
certain circumstances, be per-
fected for possible use against
the Labour movement in Britain
in the future, | :

- The NEC therefore calls for
consideration to be given to the
following points:

1) The ri
to wear their own clothes.

2) Prisoners to be allowed
full access to newspapers, TV,
books and writing materials

"with no restriction on letters.

3) Prisoners to be allowed a
minimum of two unsupervised
visits and two food parcels per
week, S

4) Prisoners to have the right

toreign policy, law and order or

ght of all prisoners

to negotiate choice of work,

training and education facilities.
5) Prisoners to be paid trade

_union rates of pay and the right

to trade union membership.

6) Prisoners to be allowed to
elect their own representatives
to negotiate on their behalf,

7) Scrapping the non-jury
Diplock courts and the closure
of the special police interroga-
tion centres, -

- The NEC opposes all forms
of repression in Northern Ire-
land and calls for the repeal of
repressive legislation.

The NEC asks the Northern
Ireland Study Group and the
Human Rights Sub-Committee
to look at the question of
repression and prison conditions
and include a3 section on it in
INSE FOPCES,

Eamonn O’Dwyer. IFL/Report

PHO1*():

cven taxation. It therefore
would have powers roughly
cquivalent to the Greater

London Council.

And, should it cver actually
take shape, the assembly would
rcmamn rigidly tied to the purse
strings  of the British Tory
government —the White  Paper
bieats about the level of public
spending in Northern Ircland
which was £2,600 million in
1979-80, only 56% of which
was raised in the six countics.

Nothing could more clearly
undcrline the utter trrelevance
of such an assembly for the

working class of the six counties -

—whether Protestant or Catholic
—who tfuace the full brunt of the

capitalist crisis in the form of

chronic unemployment,
crumbling social services and a
savage fall in living standards.

Recession

While the Tory government
has rcluctantly taken steps to
prevent the collapse of the
Harland and Wolff shipyard, the
recession in British industry has
been sharply reflected in the six
countics with closures in textiles
—headed by Courtaulds—and in
engineering. The closure of the
Grundig plant in West Belfast,
with the loss of 1,000 jobs will
bring unemployment there to a
least 25%. ‘ ’

Against this stark back-

ground the manocuvres of the -

Loyalist and SDLP politicians—

Moroe im rurroer 27 H Block prisoners

........

R
.....

submits its

SOCIALIST PRESS, Wednesday 16 July 1980

—— A Y —l*_ﬁl—l"-'.w

'S L .

edach seeking best advantage and

the largest number of lucrative
and superfluous positions in any
new puppet assembly —stand out
in their true colours. |
The Loyalists—whether they
be Paisley’s so-called Demo-
cratic Unionist Party or James
Molyneaux’s Official Unionists
—stand flatly opposed to any
kind of deal thgt concedes a
substantial voice to the SDLP.
Both have therefore rejected
out of hand Atkins’ proposal
that after the election of an 80-
man Assembly by proportional
representation, an executive
should be composed in such a
way as to include similar

proportional representation.

This would mean that a
party -with 25% of the votes

" would take a quarter of the

scats on ‘the executive, and
would- amount to a re-run of the
abortive - “power-sharing”

experiments attempted under

Edward Heath. -
- Neither Paisley nor
Molyneaux have any interest in
attempting to sell such a deal to
their supporters: each has in his
own way attempted to ensure
that the talks with Atkins
produce a firmly Loyalist-run

assembly which can offer at

least the semblance of govern-
ment, |

The SDLP, on the other
hand, representing the Catholic

- petty bourgeoisie, has predicta-

bly welcomed this “power shar-
ing”” proposal of Atkins, and is
much less able to pronounce
itselt in favour of his second
proposal, which is for an execu-
tive made up of the majority
party or parties, which then
proposals to a
“Council of the Assembly” with
some token delaying or block-
mg powers.

Since only a 50% plus one
majority would be needed to
rubber-stamp Executive

proposals under such a scheme,

the SDLP leaders recognise that
they would be completely
marginalised and impotent on
-any policy decisions.

Their refusal to reject this
plan clearly flows from the
attractive  power of large
numbers of comfortable posts
available for all concerned. But
they recognise that it will be a

hard task to convince their.

Catholic electorate that the plan

‘tinkering,
‘Paisley-style “democracy’ but -

'offeré them anything at all.

This is made particularly
difficult by Paisley’s strident
statements denouncing any kind
of minority veto over Loyalist
legislation, and explicitly reject-
ing any kind of involvement of
the Dublin government in talks
or closer relations. .

The fact is of course that
with nationalist sentiment still
rising in the six counties, the

“Atkins proposals fail to offer

anything to the Catholic minor-
ity trapped in the gerrymander-
ed and sectarian statelet.

The very existence of
Northern Ireland as a British
province is in defiance of the
wishes of the majority of the
Irish people.

The material problems facing
Catholic and Protestant workers
North ‘and South can be
resolved not by constitutional
“‘devolution” or

only by the struggle to drive out
the British imperialists and
their hangers-on, and for a
united socialist Ireland.

.......

Atkins

Only within a united Iri'sh_'.-\

workers’ republic can sectarian
discrimination be eradicated on
the basis of improving the living
standards of the working class as

»a whole. .

While republicans and social-
ists take up the fight in Ireland
itself, it falls upon socialists in
the British labour movement to
lend tangible support to their
struggle. |

This means fighting against
the prevailing “bi-partisan’’ line
of trade union and Labour
leaders and for the immediate
withdrawal of British troops
and the right of the Irish people
as a whole to determine their
own future,
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The July 5 conference of
the London Labour Briefing

saw a number of proposals

on the selection of

candidates and the drafting

of manifestoes in the GLC
and municipal elections over

‘the next two years.

First speaker to take up this
theme was Ken Livingstone-—a
member of both Camden
Council and the GLC.

He proposed a series of
democratic reforms designed to
increase members’ control over

‘Labour Groups on councils.

These were:

1. Group observers- from
each ward, not just CLPs.

2. Group votes to be
recorded and circulated.

3. GMCs to receive reports
from and question Group mem-
bers.

4. Group reports to be given
priority in GMC agendas.

5. Regular Borough Confer-

ences to  discuss Council

policies.

He pledged ‘himself to vote |

against the budget of the Inner
London Education Authority
(ILEA), as he
previously, if it included further
cuts. - |

- The present campaign to
of the
ILEA by the Tories is being

- seriously hindered in some areas

by the effects of the previous
year’s cuts.

He argued for mcreasmg the
rate in Inner London, where the
rate base is 75% commercial,
and for using the GLC and the
ILEA as organs of redistribu-

~ tion.

The lessons of the 1973
GLC manifesto should be drawn
out.

The Editor.
Socialist Press,

Dear Comrade,

May I comment on vour
report (July 2, 1980) on the
London-wide meetmg calied by
the “Lambeth Labour Left”?

Many of us active in the
“Lambeth Labour Left” had to
fight hard even to get a London-
wide meeting. Some of our
comrades, in particular Socialist
Challenge supporters, exhibited
a dangerously parochial oppos-
ition to any move to take the
struggle against cuts or rate and
rent increases outside Lambeth.

To get the meeting was a
step forward, but its outcome
was a step backwards or, at
best, marking time.

In the meeting I moved a

motion which re-stated that we
need to confront the Tory

government with a united stand

by Labour Councils, refusing

‘together to unplement cuts in

any form. This means to co-
ordinate the struggle for this

stand with a campaign of public

meetings leading to a delegate
conference in early autumn.
Hardly a motion with which

anyone present could have dis-

agreed, one would think? Of
course, the debate produced

- some “stralght talking” about

the ‘“‘Left leadership” of people

like Knight and Livingstone. |
- We can all argue about the

“tone” of speeches, but in the
end it comes down to the

famous phrase STATE WHAT

IS”.
A procedural motion was

‘carried by 32 votes to 20, which

prevented my proposal from

going to the vote.

Some 90% of those who
voted to suppress my motion

were supporters of Socialist

had done

The Labour Party’s failure to
implement its free travel policy

-had contributed in large part to
the electoral defeat of 1977.

The new GLC Labour Group
will have to be prepared to fight
to implement its manifesto, and
in so doing contribute to the fall
of the Tory government, argued

Livingstone. '
- Finally he reminded dele-

gates of the need to pass confer-
ence amendments by 31 July.

Reader's letter

Lambeth Left

Challenge, Socialist Actzon and
Workers A ction.
One Workers. Actzon suppor-

‘ter had, in fact, supported the

proposal in the debate for a

‘delegate conference.

A Socialist Challenge suppor-
ter argued that the ‘‘Lambeth
Labour Left” is too ‘“‘weak™ to
undertake the initiatives which
face it, and that ‘“‘now is not the
time™.

As if the government is going
to wait around while we take
our time to build the opposit-
ion! This speaker opposed a re-
groupment by using arguments

which would foster the fears as

hesitations in the audience and
undermine the whole struggle of

the Left.

Evidently Socialist Challenge
supporters and those who
followed their lead in this meet-
ing are not guided by any aware-
ness of the pressures which the

~apparatus of the Labour Party

is exerting on them.

They are not the first if
only they knew it, to give way
to these pressures.

Do they really hope to influ-
ence the Knights and Living-
stones by moderating their
criticism and by keeping silent
about their policy of .raising
rents and rates?

Let these comrades take
warning, Not only does this
course make them an obstacle

to the struggle of the Labour

Left.
They themselves will gain

nothing from ‘it, because those

whom they are courting will
throw them aside when they
no longer need them.

Yours fraterna]ly, |

Steve Stannard
Councillor
Convenor, Lambeth
Labour Left

in  particular
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- Conference chairman Arthur

- Latham: proposed that selection

meetings ask candidates for the
GLC election for an assurance

-that they would stand down if

they were not prepared to fight
for the GLC manifesto to be

formulated at a London
Regional Conference  in
O.ctober.

The conference broke up
into workshops to discuss the

- GLC manifesto, links with trade

unions, and problems of local
strategy and control.

The workshop report on the
GLC manifesto began by
reminding. delegates of the time-
table and procedures for sub-
mitting amendments. (Amend-

- ments are limited to 1 per CLP,

and must be Submitted by the
end of July).

It was said that, wherever
possrble amendments should be

drawn up to impose a specific
identifiable commitment on
which the Group can be tied

~down.

Proposals mcluded reduced

‘class sizes, refusing recruitment

facilities to the army-and police,

~and the guaranteed re-employ-
ment of any GLC staff sacked

by the Tories.
Democracy

The workshop on relatlons
with trade unions focussed on
questions of orgamsatron and
democracy.

The proposed constitutional
changes to permit workplace
branches would generate closer

| links.

There was a general trend

in London CLPs towards more.

representation from white collar

-untons and less from manual

unions. This was regarded as an

"dominated

ndon Labour needs more
|than new manifestoes!

unhealthy trend and opposed.

There - should be more
involvement by the Labour
Party in trade union campaigns
and vice versa.

But little was said in con-.

crete terms as to how this could
be achieved.
Inevitably the rates ‘question

session. ,

-A series of speakers, mostly
from Lambeth, argued for the
strategic importance of the no
rate/rent rises, no cuts position,
in transformmg local struggles
into a challenge to the govern-
ment,

The overall line they pro-
posed was that ‘eft’
councils, and Lambeth in par-
ticular, were oblrged to give a
lead at this point, in order that a
mass campaign should be gener-
ated,

‘Anyone reme

Clause IV?

When the Labour'Party is
in office there is generally
little reference to Clause IV

Gay
Pride
defence

After the arrests on the
Gay Pride demonstration a
Defence Committee has

been established.

The cases will first come to
court on July 23 when there
will be a protest picket outside

- Bow St. Magistrates Court ln
. the morning. |
Also on Sunday July 20 at

- 8.00 p.m.

there is a benefit
(theatre, disco and band) for the
defence committee at Action

Space, Chenier St., London W1

(£2; clalmants£l)

The fight for support for-the
Defence. Committee must be
seriously ‘and rapidly taken up

in the trade unions and Labour'

Party.

- Labour movement organisa-
tions can resist the provocative
police repression of the march
by producing
financral support and by mobil-
ising for the pr iest pickets
durmg the trlal

(4) of the Party constitu-

tion from leaders of either

the Callaghan nght or the
‘left’.

It is the clause that the right

wing find it impossible to
remember , and the 9eft’ wing

. successfully forget. It is, in fact,

the nearest the Labour Party
comes to spelling out a com-
mitment to a socialist policy of
nationalisation.

Now, with the Tories in

and the Callaghan gang limber-

~ig up for the showdown w1th

mber

the left on Party democracy
at the 1980 conference, the

- Party bureaucracy itself has put
~on a ‘left’ face—issuing a badge

bearing the wording of the
clause and the - slogan
‘Remember Clause IV’ over-
printed in red.

The badge (ZOp) is available

from the Labour Party at 150
Walworth Rd., London SE17.
Red paint to add the necessary
question mark at the end is

available from most good do-it-

yourself shops,

~ 70 sECURE
FORTHE WORKERS 8Y
HAND OR BY BRAIN THE FULL

SYSTEM OF POPULAR ADMINISTRATION
WD CONTROL. OF EACH INDUSTRY
| OR SERVICE

starts from
‘workers’ independent interests
can provide a serious basis on

the final plenary

Labour

Other speakers were less con-
fident about the development of
such a campaign, at least in the
immediate future.

The public sector unions
were not prepared to see devel-

- opments that would put their

jobs at serious risk, which the
bankrupting of councﬂs ‘would

certainly do.

Demands were also made on

left’ MPs to disrupt the func- |

tioning of Parliament and to

ignore. Callaghan’s mstruct1ons |

in Westmmster

anted

But it is clear that from the
limited left reformist horizons
of the Labour Briefing confer-
ence 1t would be extremely

difficult to wage the necessary
sharp fight to expose the vacil-
lations and retreats of ‘left’ talk-

ing MPs or London councillors.

- Only a programme of action
which unambiguously rejects
the ‘viability’ of capitalism and
the defence of

which to fight the cuts.

This is why it is not enough
to tinker with the Labour mani-
festo'and democratise the organ-
isational workings of the Party:
a genuine alternative leadership
must be built throughout the
labour movement.

This means fighting for:

*No cuts! No rate or rent
increases! Confront the Tory

government!
*Mobilise the unions
Occupy facilities threatened

with closure, with supporting

strike action in the public and
private sectors!

*Unite the workers’ move-

ment in this fight! Build
councils of action, drawing dele-
gates from trade unions,
workers’ ©  political parties,
tenants’ organisations, cuts cam-
paigns, students, claimants’
unions and pensioners’ organis-
ations—to extend and defend
struggles against cuts and
closures! |

*No more Clay Cross-style
isolation! Fight for generalised
action against the Tory cut-

~backs in council spending —lead-

ing to a. general strike to bring
down the Tories!

*Drive out the Callaghan/
Healey leadership and hangers-
on like Kinnock who offer
nothing but more cuts if re-
elected, Fight for a workers’
government to carry out a pro-
gramme based on nationalisa-
tion of banks and major indus-
try w1thout compensation under
workers’ “ management' and a
crash programme
public works to restore the
social services and provide jobs
for the unemployed.

.
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The call ftor a workers
government - {(eventually a
government of the peasants as
well) should be raised every-
wherc as a general propaganda
slogan. But  as a
present-day  political  activity
the call for a workers govern-
ment takes on 1ts greatest
importance in countrics where
the situation of  bourgeois
socicty is particularly unstable,
where the relationship of forces
between the workers partics and
the bourgeoisic puts on the
agenda, as a political nccessity,
the solution to the question of
a workers government.

In these countrics the slogan
of a “workers government s
an inevitable consequcence of the
entire umtced-front tactic.

The parties ot the -Second
International  arc  sccking  to
“save” the day in  these
countriecs by calling tor and
forming coalitions between the

bourgeoisic and the Social
‘Democrats. |

~In ther most  recent
attempts to do this certain

parties of the Second Inter-
national (in Germany, for
example) refused to participate
openly in a coalition govern-
ment of this sort in order to
bring it into being in a disguised
fashion. This was no morc than
a manoeuvre intended to calm
the masses who werc protesting
against such coalitions; it was no
more than a sophisticated
swindle of the working masses.

. Y

To the coalition between the
bourgeoisie and the Social
Democrats, whether it be open
or concealed the Communists
counterpose the united front of
all workers and the political and
economic.
workers = parties against
bourgeois power in order to
overthrow the latter once and
for all. |

In the common struggle of
all these workers against the
bourgeoisie, the entire state
apparatus. must fall into the
hands of the *workers govern-
ment, and in this way the
position of the working class
will be strengthened. |

The most elementary pro-
gramme of a workers govern-
ment must consist in arming the
proletariat, ° disarming the
counter-revolutionary bourgeois
organisations, - installing supper-
vision over production, insuring
that the main burden of taxa-

tion falls on the rich, and smash-

ing the resistance of the bour-
geois counterrevolution. |
A government of this sort is

slogan - of

coalition of all
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only possible if it emerges from.
the struggle of the masses them-
selves, it it is based on working
cluss  organisations. that arc
suited for combat and formed
by the broadest layers of the
oppressed working masses.

A workers  government
resulting from a parliamentary
combination may also provide
an opportunity for strengthen-

~ing the revolutionary workers

movenent., But 1t goes without
saying that the emergence of a
genuine  workers  government
and the continued cexistence
of-a government carrying out a
revolutionary policy must lead
to a fierce struggle and, cven-
tually, to a civil war with the
bourgeoisic. - -

T B R S R

| The

proletariat’s © mere
attcmpt to form a workers
government  will  immediately

cncounter the most violent resis-
tance on the part of the bour-
geoisie. The slogan ot a workers’
government is therefore capable
of giving a focus to and sctting -
off revolutionary struggles.

In certain  circumstances,
Communists should declare that
they are prepared to form a
government with  workers
parties and organisations that
are non-Communist.

But they can take such an
action only when guarantees are
given that these workers govern
ments will really carry out a
struggle against the bourgeoisie
in the sense indicated above. In
this case, the normal conditions
for Communists  participation
in such government would be
the following:

o

Labour }eade Henderson -

.................................

| Comintern The

1) Participation in a workers

government can take place only

~with the approval of the Com-
munist International; |

2) The Communist members

of a workers government remain

under the strictest control of

. their party;

3) The Communist mecmbers
of a workers government remain
in direct contact with the revol
utionary organisations of the
Mmasscs;

4) The Communist Party has

the absolute right to maintain
its public identity and rctains
complete independence of agita-
tion. | | |

Despite its great advantages
the slogan of a workers govérn

ment also has its dangers just
-as any united front tactic has.

As a precaution against these
dangers, thc Communist partics
should not lose sight of the fact
that, although every bourgeois.
government 1s at the same time
a capitalist government, it is not
truc that every workers govern
ment  is  actually proletarian,
that is, a revolutionary . instru-
ment of proletarian power.

The Communist Internation-

al should anticipate the follow/f\u

ing possibilities:

1) A liberal workers govern-
ment. There is already a govern-
ment of this sort in Australia;
there may also be one before
very long in England.

2) A Social-Democratic
workers government (Germany).

3) A workers and peasants
government. This is possible in
the: Balkans, Czechoslovakia,
etc.

- 4) A workers government in
which Communists participate,

5) A genupine proletarian
workers government which, in
its purest form, can only be
represented by a Communist
Party. -

The first two types of
workers governments are not
revolutionary workers govern-

ments, but rather governments

that - camouflage a coalition
between the bourgeoisie and the
counterrevolutionary leaders of
the working class. - ,
- In a critical period, these
“Workers

proletariat as to the real class
character of the state or, with
the assistance of corrupt work-
ing class leaders, to derail the
revolutionary offensive of the
proletariat and gain time.
Communists must not partic-
ipate in such governments. To

the contrary, they must relent-

lessly expose to the masses the

Governments’ are =
~ tolerated by a weakened bour-
geoisie in order to deceive the
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L abour leade'r MacDonald: not

every workers government is
a socialist government o

real character of these phony
“workers governments .

-~ In the period of the decline
-ot capitalism, a period in which
the principal task consists in
winning a majority of the prol-
ctariat over to the revolution,

these governments can objec-

tively contribute to accelerating
the process of the decomposit-
ion of the bourgeois regime.

Communists are prepared to
march with workers—Social
Democrats, Christians, non-
party, syndicalist, etc.-who
have not yet recognised the
need for the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

Under certain circumstances
and with certain guarantees, the
Communists are equally
prepared to support a non-Com-
munist workers government.

But the Communists must at

~all costs explain to the working

class that its liberation can only
be assured by the dictatorship
of the proletariat.

The other two types of

workers governments are types.

that the Communists can
participate in, although they
still do not represent the dicta-

torship of the proletariat; they
-~ do not represent a necessary
form of transition toward the

dictatorship, but they can serve
as a point of departure for
attaining this dictatorship.

The full dictatorship of the

proletariat can only be accom-
plished by a workers govern-
ment composed of Communists.

~In fighting for the defeat of the Thatcher 'gOVemme’A
terms for “Labour to Power’*? Should we specify “Lak
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the mass Labour Party against the Tories in the contex
parliamentary Labour government but to establish a gc
on the independent strength of the workers’ moveme

necessary steps of nationalisation and destruction of the

It i1s in this manner that the Workers Socialist Leag
workers” government. The workers government slogan
widely abused by sectarians and opportunists alike. He
munist International, and from today’s Trotskyist Inte

Comrades, you will allow me
to discuss in some detail the
question of workers govern-
ment. It is not yet quite clear

to me whether there are serious

differences of opinion with
regard to this question, whether
this question has been compiete-
ly ventilated, or whether a good
deal of our differences were
caused by variations in termin-
ology. S

In the course of the Congress
and during the working out of

the resolution on tactical ques-

tions, with which we shall deal
after the question of the
Russian Revolution, this will
become clear.

As far as I am concerfied, the

- question has nothing to do with

the word “pseudonym” which

“has been quoted here. I am

quite  willing under these
circumstances, to -give up the

word.

But the main thing is the sig-
nificance. 1 - think, comrades,

| that the question will be made

clear if I express myself as
follows: It is clear to us that

-every bourgeois government is a

capitalist government. It is hard
to imagine a bourgeois govern-
ment —the mule of the bourgeois
class—which is not at the same

time a ‘capitalist government.

L T T Y

But I fear that one cannot
reverse that saying. Every work-
ing class government is not a
proletarian government; not
every workers government is a
socialist government.

This contrast is radical. It
reveals the fact that the bour-
genisic have their outposts
within our class, but that

workers have not their outposts

within the capitalist class. It is

~impossible for us to have our

outposts in the camp of th

-‘bourgeoisie.

_____

Every bourgeois government
is a capitalist government, and
even many workers governments

can be bourgeois governments

according to their
composition, - -
I think that the main point

social

1is, there are workers govern-

ments and workers govern-,
ments. [ believe that one can!
imagine four kinds of workers:
governments, and even then we
will not have exhausted the

possibilities.

_-u__—__—u__-n_

You can have a . workers!
government which, according to
its composition would be a
liberal workers government, for
example, the Australian Labour.
government. |

Several of our Australian
comrades say that the term
workers government is incorrect
because in Australia we have
had such workers governments
of a bourgeois nature. :

These were really workers |

“governments, but their compos-

ition was of a purely liberal ]
character. They were bourgeois |

. workers governments, if one |
may so term them, |
let us take another

example: The general elections
are taking place in England. It is
not probable, but one may as |
well accept in theory, as a
possibility, that a workers |
government will be elected
which will be similar to the
Australian Labour ' government,
and will be of a liberal compos- -
ition. -
Thus liberal workers govern-
ment in England can, under
certain circumstances, consti-

tute the starting point of revol-
utionizing the situation. -

That could well happen. But
by itself, it is nothing more than
a liberal workers government. .

........
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t, what perspective should socialists offer the working class? Should we simply call'in genera/
ur to power on socialist policies”? Or should we not place our critical electoral support fo
‘of the overall strategy of socialist revolution in which the objective is not simply anoths
ernment genuinely representative of the working class, a workers’ government based firm

, organised through councils of action? Only on this basis can such a government take t
nachinery of the capitalist state. | - | |

e raises the demand to bring down the Tories and fight within the labour movement f: |
s not our invention: it has a long history in the communist movement. But it is CUITE... _

' we reprint a number of explanations of its significance—from the leaders of Lenin’s Com-
tional Liaison Committee. | o 2 | o

We, the Communists, now
vote in England for the Labour
- Party. That is the same as voting
for a liberal workers govern-
ment. The English Communists

are compelled, by the existing

situation, to vote for a liberal
- workers government.

‘These are absolutely the
- right tactics. Why? Because this
objective would be a step for-
ward; because a liberal govern-
-ment in England would disturb
the equilibrium - and would
extend the bankruptcy of
- capitalism.
~~ We have seen in Russia
during the Kerensky regime how
" the position of capitalism was
smashed,- despite the fact that
- the liberals were the agents of
- capitalism. |
| Plekhanov,
. from February
- 1917, called the Mensheviks
- semi-Bolsheviks. We say that
this was an exaggeration. They
- were not semi-Bolsheviks, but
just quarter-Bolsheviks.
- We said this because we were
-at war with them, and because
we saw their treachery to the
- proletariat. o |
' Objectively, Plekhanov was

in the period

government was best adapted to
make a hash of capitalism by
- making its position impossible.

- Our party, which was then
| fighting the Mensheviks, would
not and could not see this. The

parties stood arrayed for
conflict.

}‘.

Under such conditions, we
can only see that they are

' They are not opponents of the
ibourgeoisie, but when, for a
period, they hold the weapons

hands, they make certain steps
which are objectively against the
bourgeois state.

. Therefore, in England, we
support the liberal workers
government and the Labour
Party. The English bourgeoisie
are right when they say that the
workers government will start

with Clynes and finish in the

hands of the left wing.,

. That is the first type of a
‘E_ossible workers government.
The second type is that of a
Socialist government. One can
imagine that the United Social
Democratic Party forms a
purely Socialist government.

- That would also be a
vorkers government, a Socialist
sovernment, with the word —
cialist —of course in'quotation
narks. " |
.One can easily imagine a
ituation where we would give
uch a government certain con-
itional credit, a certain con-
] support.” One can

ational
nagine a Socialist government
p being a first step in the
wolutionising of the situation.
A

Pmocrats, Trade Union
Bnists, take part. |
One can imagine such a

pability. Such a government

b proletariat, but it is perhaps

to October,

right. Objectively the Menshevik

traitors to the working class.

of the bourgeoisie in their )

iers and even perhaps Com-

imot yet the dictatorship of

YA inoviey

a starting point for the 'di_c‘tat'or- -

ship.

When all goes right, we can

kick one social democrat after
another out of the government
until the power is. in the hands
of the Communists. This is a
historical possibility. .

~ Fourthly, we have a workers
government which is really a
workers government—that is,

~a Communist workers govern-
ment, which is the true workers

government,

I believe thatv this fourth

possibility is a pseudonym for
dictatorship of the proletariat,
that it is truly a workers govern-

ment in the true sense of the

word. |
This by no means exhausts

the question. There can be a

fifth or sixth type, and they can

- all be excellent starting points

for a broader revolutionising of
the situation.

But, in order to construct a
workers government in  the

revolutionary sense, one must

overthrow the bourgeoisie; and
that is the most important.

We must not forget that we
have here to distinguish between
two things: 1) Our methods of

“agitation; how we can best

speak to the workers, how we
can enable them best to under-
stand the position.

For that purpose, I believe
the slogan of “Workers Govern-
ment”’ is best adapted. |

2) How will events develop
historically, in what concrete

forms will the revolution mani-

fest itself? |

We must look at the
question from all sides. It is
nevertheless difficult to make
any prediction. If we now look
at the slogan of the workers
government from this new
standpoint, as a concrete road
to the realisation of the prolet-
arian revolution, we may doubt
whether the world revolution

must necessarily pass through

the stage of the workers govern-
ment,
Our friend Radek said

yesterday that the workers

~ government is a possible inter-

mediary step to the dictatorship
of the proletariat. I agree, it is

a_ possibility, or more exactly

an exceptional possibility.

This does not mean that the
slogan of the workers govern-
ment is not good. It is a good
instrument of agitation where

the relation of forces makes it

possible,
But if we put this question:

is the workers government a
‘necessary step

towards the
revolution? I must answer that
this is not a question that we
can solve here. It is a way, but
the least probable of all.

- In countries with a highly

developed bourgeois class, the
proletariat can conquer power
by force alone, ‘through civil

~‘Australia. Such a
government can also be useful

working class.

war. In such a case an inter-
‘mediary step is not to be
- thought of. |

It might take place, but 1t is
useless to argue here about it.

All that is necessary is that

we see clearly all the possible

‘ways towards the revolution.

The workers government
may be nothing more than a
liberal Labour government, as it
might be in England and in
workers

to the working class.

- The agitation for a workers
government is wise, we may gain
many advantages therefrom. But
in no case must we forget our
revolutionary prospects. |

C.) |

This is why I believe that we
can adopt the policy of the
workers |
peaceful heart, under the only
condition that we do not forget
what it really amounts to.

Woe to us if we ever allow

the suggestion to creep up in

our propaganda that = the
workers government is a neces-

. sary step, to be achieved peace-

fully as a period of semi-organic
construction . which may take
the place of civil war, etc. |
If such views exist among us,
we must = combat = them
ruthlessly; we must educate the
working class by way of telling

- them —*Yes, dear friends, to

éstablish a workers government,
the bourgeoisic must be first

~overthrown and defeated.”

The International must
adopt the right tactics, but there
ar¢ no tactics by means of
which we could outwit the
bourgeoisie and glide smoothly
into the realm of the workers
government, |

The important thing is that

we overthrow the bourgeoisie,
after which various forms of the
workers government may b

established . .. o

At each step in the struggle
for transitional and democratic
demands, Trotskyists must
weigh. and consider the best
tactical means of conducting the
fight in such a way as to expose
and discredit the existing
treacherous mass leaders of the

Such tactics will generally
include fighting for workers to
place specific demands on those
trade union and political leaders
that retain mass support for
them to break from their
present  policies of class
collaboration and act in the

independent class inter of
their members. |

As the Transitional
Programme shows, the culmina-
tion of this approach is the for-

‘mulation of demands on the
‘reformist, Stalinist and even

petty  bourgeois nationalist
leaders that they break with the
bourgeoisie and form a workers
{and peasants) government.

.

Thé slogan can, as the Tran-
sitional Programme shows, be

used flexibly as an agitational

slogan in particular situations.
As such its value is that it
focusses the attention of the
masses on the class collabora-

possible transitory

government - with a

‘definitive

.. With regard to the

demand for a workers govern-
ment. A workers government is
not the proletarian dictatorship,
that is clear; it is one of the
[transition-
al] stages to the proletarian dic-
tatorship. |
The possibility of such a
transitory stage is due to the
fact that the working masses in
the West are not so amorphous

‘politically as in the East. They

ar¢ members of parties and they
stick to their parties. ,

~In the East, in Russia, it was
easier to bring them into the
fold of Communism after the

outbreak of the revolutionary

storm. In your countries it is

much more difficult. »
The German, Norwegian and

Czechoslovakian ‘workers  will

more  readily declare against

~coalition with the bourgeoisie, =

preferring a coalition of labour
parties which would guarantee
the eight hour day and an extra
crust of bread, etc.

A workers party usually
arises in this manner, either
through preliminary struggles or
on the basis of a parliamentary
combination, and it would be

 Trotsky

tion of their leaders and the
necessity for a government that

will represent their independent

interests. In every instance it is
vital to couple the workers’
government with the necessary
programme of  transitional
demands and with the struggle
to mobilise the working class in
independent organisations
through which it will fight for

“such demvands. .

Such an approach is in
explicit contrast to the various
parliamentary formations passed
off by reformist, centrist and
Stalinist . currents as “‘workers”
or ‘workers and peasants’”’
governments. »

- Indeed while the call for a
workers government can be used
as an agitational slogan to
advance the political conscious-

- ness of the working class from

the level of spontaneity to the
comprehension of the necessity
of the revolutionary seizure of
power, the culmination of the
struggle for this demand must

be in the final instance—as in

Russia in October 1917 —be the
break with and
destruction of the political
forms, institutions and state

- machinery of the bourgeoisie,
and the establishment of the

dictatorship of the proletariat.

1 . .
S '
. .
.
¢

folly to turn aside the oppor-

i before

“tunities - of such a situation in

stubborn doctrinaire fashion. -
Now the question arises—
shall we recline upon this soft
cushion and take a good rest, or
shall we rather lead the masses
into the fight on the basis of
their own illusions for the realis-
ation of the programme of a

workers government?

If we conceive the wgrkers

- government as a soft cushion

we are ourselves * politically
beaten. We would then take our
place beside the social-demo-
crats as a new type of tricksters.

-+ On the other hand, if we
keep alive the consciousness of

the masses that .a workers
government is an empty shell
unless it has workers behind it
forging their weapons and form-
ing their factory councils to
compel it to hold on to the right
track and make no compromise
to the right, making that govern-
ment a starting point for the
struggle for the proletarian dic-
tatorship, such a workers
government - will  eventually

make room for a Soviet govern-

ment and not become a soft
cushion, but rather a léver for
the conquest of power by revol-
utionary means.

- I believe one of the
comrades has said, “The
workers government is not a his-
toric necessity but a historical
possiblity . This is, to my mind,
a correct formula. 3

It would be absolutely
wrong  to assert that the

. development of man from the

ape to a People’s Conimissar

must necessarily pass through,

the phase of a workers govern-
ment. (Laughter.)

Such a variant in history is
possible, and in the first place it

;18 possible in a number of coun-
‘tries having a strong proletarian
and peasant
where the working class over-

movement, or

whelmingly  outnumber  the
bourgeoisie, as is the case in
England.

The workers government

élogan thus contains within it

the dynamic of the class struggle
in which the working class, gain-
ing in strength and self confid-
ence, demands increasingly
more of its bureaucratic mass
leaders to the point where they
Insist that these leaders break
from the bourgeoisie, take
power in their own hands, and
implement measures in the
interests of the proletariat. |

As the
Programme stresses, it was:

“The obstinate unwillingness
of the Mensheviks and SRs to

take power, so dramatically
exposed during the July Days,
which definitely doomed them
mass.
prepared the victory of the

Bolsheviks.”

Now, just as much.in 1938,
it is time to insist that: -

“The central task of the
Fourth International consists in

- freeing the proletariat from its

old leadership whose conserva-
tism is in complete contradic-
tion to the catastrophic erup-
tions of disintegrating capitalism
and represents the chief obstacle
to historical progress. )
“The chief accusation which
the  Fourth International

advances against the traditional

mittee

- bourgeoisie.

Transitional .

opinion and

Radek

A parliamentary labour

victory in England is quite
possible. It will not take place in
the present elections, but it is

possible in the future, and then -
the question will arise: What is
the Labour government? Is it no

more than a new edition of the

bourgeois-liberal government, or
can we compel it to be some-

thing more? I believe Austen

Chamberlain was right in saying,

“If a Labour government comes

into power in England, it will

begin with a Clynes’ administra-
tion and end in a government of

the left wing, because the latter

can solve the
problem.”

unemployed

Thus, Comrades, I belie{re 5

that the Executive on the whole
has taken the right attitude in
this question, when on the one

hand it warns against the propo-
sition of either Soviet govern-
ment- or nothing, and on the
~other hand, against the illusion -

which makes the workers

government a sort of parachute

Trotskyist Internationa
Liaison Co -

organisations of the proletariat

is the fact that they do not wish

to tear themselves away from

the political semi-corpse of the

“Under these conditions the
demand systematically
addressed to the old leadership:

‘Break with the bourgeoise, take

the power’ is an. extremely

important weapon for exposing

the treacherous character of the.
parties and organisations of the

Second, Third and Amste_rdam\

lnternationals." |
While promising such leaders
rev_o_lutiongry support against

- capitalist reaction should they

undertake the struggle for
power, Trotskysts must

maintain their political indepen-.
dence of such leaderships and

persist with their own critical
propaganda spelling out at each

. stage the role of the old leaders

and the necessary programme of
demands to be fought for by the
working class. -

It is on the construction of

such a Trotskyist revolutionary
leadership and not on any

ability of the reformists and

Stalinists to transform them-
selves into a revolutionary force

~that the fate of the struggle for
a workers’ government and the

dictatorship of the proletariat
must depend. | o
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The Conference on 5
July called by the London

‘Nursery Campaign to dis-

cuss and form a National
Child Care Campaign was in
deep contrast to the recent
Fightback for Women’s

Rights Campaign’s Second

Conference held on 21

June (see SP 204),

There was a morc positive
and constructive approach at
the conference and m the work-
shops. °

The conference began with

speakers from alrcady cxisting

national bodies like NAC,
National Women’s Aid lI'edera-
tton and NCCL on how they
work nationally.

New body

What was -clear after some

discussion was that the new
national body if tormed should.
- orientate  towards the trade

union and tabour movement but
that thc union burcaucracy
should not be allowed to cat up
or be in_ control of the
Campaign.

Workshop sessions tollowud
where  recommendations and
policy to be considered by the

‘Steering Committee were  dis-
~cussed besides hearing  some

bricf but horritic reports from
areas where cuts in facilitics
were about to be or had bu,n

| madec.

The discussion in the work-
shops and break periods of
struggle on the cuts in provision
proved uscful, and what came
ACTOSS wWas that despite lack of

- coordination or political dircc-

tion, women were fighting dek
and Ilghtmg back hard.
What also cmerged  were

- examples of thosc tighting on
Under S provision leading the

struggle on the s in their
arcas and rcalising) very quickly
the neccessity to form or cven
initiatc links and organisations

- bringing together all thosu fight-

ing the cuts. .

Such new bodics have begun
to discuss scriously questions of
policy such as opposition to all

public spending cuts, and oppos-

ing rent and rate Increascs as an
“alternative” to cuts. |

Confrontation

These polictes bring about a
confrontation with the union
and labour movement bureau-

cracy and cspecially the take paigners (agreed -at. May’s
‘fefts’ who declare themselves Nurseries Action Conference in
against cuts but who not only Nottmgham)

imposc hardship on the work-

ing class by raising ratcs and
rents but also lose support by

~doing so.

The Islington Campaign had
been successtul from carly on in
linking up the voluntary sector
(playgroups) etc) with the state
provided = sector  (nurseries)
which were both under threat.

They had nearly succeeded

in unionising = the playgroup

workers in NUPE when the Pre

~dispute arose over who should
organise voluntary workers—

NUPE or TGWU (ACTSS).

Demoralised

This resulted in demoralis-
ation and a failure to organise
this section which could have
strengthened the  links with
workers in the state funded
sector.

What emerged in the work-
shops was the reactionary role
of the leadership in the unions,
who use and direct campaigns
for their own ends to stop
action from getting off the

ground.

One example of this was in
Nottingham, where the NUPE

official, not content with the
hold he aircady seems to have
on the Campaign, now wants to
remain a ‘sleeping committee
member’ whose function is to
vet all Jeatlets and publicity
from the campaign!

- For any campaign intent on
fighting the cuts and putting
pressure on the unions for

One of the main discussions
was on the orientation towards
campaigns by union branches
for workplace nurseries.

The Defending Provision
Workshop stressed the dangers
of the way in which at present
the union leadership is intent on
using workplace nursery
campaigns to divert away from
the fight to defend and expand
existing provision.

SERTUC

The recently held SERTUC

conference on workplace nurser-
ies in January bore this out
completely.

Socialist Press and Women's
Voice supporters were the most

vocal in spellmg out the main
reasons against a campaign
centrcd mainly on workplace
nurseries—pointing  to the
employers making, women

redundant and the government’s

intention to use the axing of
tacilities like nurseries and hos-
pitals to drive women back to
their traditional role in the

Female unemployment has
risen in the last four years by
over 62%, and in some instances
where workplace nurseries have
existed employers have closed
them down in order to remove
female staff easily.

- Yet the recent example of
the management at the Chix
factory providing a nursery to
encourage female scabs where
the workforce were on strike is
a clear example of how manage-
ments will provide a nursery
when they need a large female
workforce.

At the SERTUC conference
there were scandalous references
to the actual buildings of closed
state nurseries being offered by

N UPE leader F zsher no lead

local authormes for college
creches! | |

It emerged that the students
union at Brighton Polytechnic
has to vote every year for their
nursery to continue —raising the
danger that the provision could
be lost one year if there is a
right wing majority.

The debate on workplace

supporting those campaigning
for workplace nurseries, the
main emphasis of the National
Childcare Campaign should be

that the government have a

statutory obligation to provide
comprehensive and integrated
child care facilities and facilities
for the over 5’s, and must be
forced to take respon31b111ty for
all such provision.

Charter

\

NUPE give no lead i union-

| isation, despite its ‘“‘Charter for
the Under 5s’ and it was report- .

ed that workers at one Nursery
Centre (which combines both
care and education) had had to

ask to become members and

have their own branch.

‘The London Nursery Cam-
paign have pressed the South
East Region of the TUC to hold
a Conference for Under 5’s
workers. . '

Mass‘campaign

" The ‘plenary session for the

and the motion submitted by
the London Nursery Campaign

stated clearly that its overall aim
was to build a mass national
campaign around the demands

for comprehensive flexible, free
child care facilities provided by
~the state. |

Discussion then took place
on the structure and the form-
ing of a steering committee. .

Twenty-seven were nomina-
ted to serve and although at

present this is overbalanced by

campaigners in London this will

“be subject to review. The steer-

ing committee will meet every
six weeks and it i1s intended to

hold the next conference early

in January 1981, where further
policies will be decided.

Press report

There then followed brief
reports and policy recommen-
dations from the workshops for
the steering commlttee to con-

- sider.

- The main immediate recom-
mendations to emerge from the
report-backs was a press release,
a lobby of the TUC and Labour
Party conferences and an appeal
for trade unions and Labour
Party constituencies to affiliate.

It was also suggested that the
campaign shouid call on regional
TUC’s to implement the TUC
Under 5’s report—a booklet
which the TUC have allowed to
fall out of print and are trylng
to bury.

" Trades Councils are to be'

encouraged to form women’s
sub-committees where they do
not exist at present.

One of the most tangible
contributions to the conference

-was the draft booklet written

between Oxford, Nottingham,
Leicester and Wandsworth cam-

This brings together their
combined experiences of two

~occupations and two hurriedly

formed - campaignss and the
lessons learnt from them as a
guide for-those about to set up

~campaigns or to broaden them

out.

. It was a recommendation of
the Defending Provision ‘Work-

shop that the Steering Com-
mittee produce the draft version
along with amendments and

«  Playgroup Association stepped  action alongside, parents con- home, nurseries was useful and resulted issi

i . _ : _atUiipoivh, B . | K ast hour of the nference omissions before the next
| in to stop this. There followed a  frontation with the union . in a recommendation to the e setting up cho_ther l\r]l:tiosﬁ;i - conference.. - -

| delay when an inter union leadership is inevitable. Unemployment steering committee that whilst  chilg Care Campaign (NCCO) The setting up of the

National Child Care Campaign

is a new step forward for local

campaigns fighting in isolation.

‘It could mean the start of an
effective and aggressive cam-

paign that will link local cam-
paigns on a regional as well as

national basis.
Any individuals or local

groups that wish to affiliate to

the Campaign should write to
NCCC, c/o Surrey Docks Child

Care Pro;ect, Dockland Settle-

ment, Redriff Road, London
SE16. Affiliation fees:
Individuals, £2.50; local groups,
£5.00.

. - N
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Social Security benefits
- and pensions are due to be

increased
1980: but this year the so-

called annual ‘“‘uprating™

will mean a severe drop in

the living standards of pen-

- sioners and social secunty
claimants.

Many of the proposals in the
Social Security No. 1 and No. 2
Bills will be operative from
November. | ~

In the past, pensions have
increased with prices or earnings
—whichever is the higher.

Prices only

From November, they will
be linked to prices only.
Pensions will be increased by

16%.%, which is the govern-

ment’s estimate of the increase

in prices between November .

1979 and November 1980-
but the increase will be com-
- pletely  inadequate  because
inflation is already 20% and the
cost of living will rise even more
between now and November.

For all other national insur-
ance benefits, the increase will
be even less.

As a part of Tory policy,
sickness and
benefit, maternity allowances

and mvalrdrty pension will be
increased by 5% less than the
estimated rise in prices——ie
11%:%.

‘Child Benefit wrll only go up

CPSA offi

- two days official action.

The Department of
Employment have sacked
Phil Cordell and Richard
Cleverley, two CPSA branch

~officers at the Brixton
Unemployment Benefit
office.

The two have been sacked
for taking ‘time off work to
attend a picket of the CPSA
National Executive Committee
at the height of the 1979 pay
campaign and to attend the
lobby of Parliament on 5 Jan-
uary this year agamst the Corrie
Bill.

The other  charge against
Cordell was sponsoring a news-
paper advertisement against the
National Front and signing it as
CPSA Branch Secretary, Brixton
Unemployment Benefits Office.

Cleverley’s other offence was
taking one extra day’s holiday
without booking it in advance.
| These offences are minor

‘and the sackings are clearly a
political attack on the CPSA
and part of the Tory govern-
‘ment’s strategy to weaken
unions in all industries and to
break down all effective oppos-
ition to its policies.

The Brixton UBO sub-
branch has a record of effective

“unofficial and official strike
action on pay, public spending

cuts and suspensions.

In the 1979 pay campaign
they took one week’s unofficial
action as well as supporting the

in November -

unemployment

by 75p per child and the one

parent family addition will rise
from £2.50 to £3.00. |

There will be many changes
in the Supplementary Benefit
Scheme from November result-
ing from the implementation of
the Supplementary Benefit
Review.

The review was planned to
simplify the scheme-but on a
“no cost” basis, and what it

‘represents is a major cut in

benefits.

They have also taken strike
action for improvement in the
local office accommodation
which is appalling. Over 120
staff work in the office but the
Branch officers have calculated
that there is room in the
premises for only a third of the
number.
~ There is infestation of mice,
fleas and lice,

Largest

It is the largest unemploy-
ment benefit office in South
London with approaching 8,000
unemployed registered and a
high turnover of ‘staff.

After a two year campaign
on accommodation there has
been considerable improvement.

[t has been clear from the
start of the campaign for the
reinstatement of Cordell and
Cleverley that the right wing
‘Daylight’ NEC and the full
time officers are determined to
sell out the dispute,

They organised a Day of

- Action on June 13, the day of

Cordell’s sacking, - which was

intended to divert from all-out'

strike action.

There was no instruction for
strike action. Instead a CPSA
circular—which was late in
getting to branches—stated:

“Stoppages can take the
form of whatever action is

decided by a members’ meeting, .

extending from a protest meet-

ORIES SLAM

The Supplementary Benefits
Commmission will be abolished

and many decisions at present

made by the SBC.will be made
by  Supplementary  Benefit
Officers acting on behalf of the
Secretary of State.

On many of these de0131ons
claimants will have no right of

. appeal. There will be much less

discretion in making payments
and invididual local DHSS

.officers will have more respon-
sibility (with no additional pay).

rs victimised

ing in official hours to all-out
industrial action for that day”.
Despite this, there was a

good response with a 500-strong

demonstration and rally 1in
Brixton, and thousands of civil

servants on strike throughout

the country
Absence

90% of government offices

in Scotland were closed on that

day. At the rally on 13 June
CPSA President Kate Losinska
and her NEC were conspicuous
by their absence.

- Full time officers Alistair

Graham and Terry Ainsworth

from the platform stressed the
necessity for postponing strike

action until after the Civil

Service Appeal Board hearing.
Cordell, Cleverley and

several other speakers from the

floor said that no faith should

.be put in the Civil Service

ppeal Board and the mdustnal
trlbunal and that strike action

was the only way that reinstate-

ment would be won. The rally
passed the following motion:

“This meeting agrees that
Brixton UBO should be brought
out indefinitely until Cleverley
and Cordell are reinstated’,

3-day strike

Cleverley was sacked on 27
June.

The NEC authorised three

Tories in conference

At present supplementary
- benefit claimants are entitled to

claim “exceptional needs pay-
ments” for repair and replace-
ment of clothing,' footwear,
bedding and household goods
and these payments are very
common. |

Tightened up

From Noyember however,
- the rules on “exceptronal needs
payments” will be tightened up

days’ strike action at Brixton on
June 25-27 and called for
protest meetings in the - - f
the country.

The Brixton members were
dissatisfied with this ana at a
meeting on June 27 voted to
stay out on unofficial strike for
another week.

A week later they met again
and voted to stay out for a
further week.

The unofficial “Brixton
UBO Campaign for Trade Union
Rights” have organised a levy to
pay full pay to the strikers.

Condemned

‘Management have responded
by employing 20 casuals to do
the work of the strikers and
other grades are also doing
“clerical work. |

The response of Ken
Thomas, CPSA General Secre-
tary, was to issue an all
members circular condemning
the unofficial strike!

In it he states that the
industrial action authorised by
the NEC has heen ‘‘consider-

“able” and says that no further

action will be sanctioned until
after the Civil Service Appeal

- Board which does not meet

until mid-August.

Thomas says that, if the Civil
Service Appeal Board recom-
mends reinstatément, and if the
Department of .Employment
refuse to implement the recom-

and they will only be made °
very exceptional circum-
stances”. .
There will be a reduction in
the money ‘allocated to rent and
rates. At present the amount

~depends on the number of

people living in the household,
where there are other adults

" sharing accomodation with the
~claimant.

Cut in benefit

From November a standard
contribution of £4.60 for each
adult non-dependant will be
introduced which will mean a

cut in the total amount of

benefit paid.
At present a smaller amount

is taken off for adult non-
dependants who are themselves

receiving retircment pensions or
other national insurance benefit.

But in November the
standard £4.60 will apply to
them also. And claimants with

savings of over £2,000 will no-

longer be entitled to supple-
mentary benefit. -

This will affect people who
have received redundancy pay-
ments or other lump sum pay-
ments of insurances.

The cuts will also affect
youth.

At present school leavers
can claim benefit at the end of
the term they leave school.

But after

mendation, CPSA will then go
to an Industrial Tribunal and
then strike action would be
anvropriate.

He says that industrial action
now would be:

‘2 waste of members’
resources by depleting the fight-
ing fund ‘at a time when it is
necessary
resources for the battles which
lie ahead on public expenditure
cuts and our pay claim in
1981,

The unofficial ~campaign,
though. they have worked hard,
have failed to put pressure on
the unofficial union leadership.

The ‘left’ Department of
Employment Section Executive
have been very lax in not calling
an emergency meeting.

CPSA branches must bom-
bard Thomas and the NRC,

calling for the withdrawal of his
circular and demanding immed-

iate strike action,
No illusions

There should be no illusions

" m the Civil Service Appeal

Board and = the
tribunal.

The campaign urgently needs
money and donations should be
made payable to “Brixton UBO
Campaign for Trade Union
Rights” and sent to 16 Knowl-
ton House, Cowley Estate,
Cowley Road, LONDON SW9.

industrial

So cial Servzc es Secretary Patrzck J enkm

November, a

tO0 conserve - our

school leaver aged between 16
and 19 will not be able to claim

benefit until the end of the

holiday period following his or
her last term at school.
This means that someone

leaving school during the winter

term or at the end of it will not
be able to claim benefit before
the first Monday in January.

This wil mean that for that
unemployment

period the
fisures will be artificially
reduced as school leavers will
not be signing on for benefit.
Occupational pensions and
sick pay from employers will be

 taken into account in full when

assessing benefit.
At present, some of it is
disregarded.

Sponsored immigrants will

not be eligible to claim benefit

as their relatives will be deemed

to be responsible for them.

(There will be no right of appeal

on this).
A new category of officers

wrll be created to deal with
‘problem cases’. This means that
many of the poor, for example,
single parents or blacks, will be
singled out as “problems
All these proposals will cause

more conflict between DHSS

staff and claimants. They mean
a return to  the days of the
National Assistance Board and
Poor Relief when claimants had
no rights.

There will be much more -

emphasis on fraud and abuse
and less on the welfare of claim-

ants. .
It is particularly disturbing

that the DHSS are organising
1Y% days’ “‘attitude training” for
each local DHSS officer.

There has been little
mention of resistance to the
new Bill from the right wing
CPSA  leadership. In fact Kate
Losinska, CPSA President, man-
oeuvred all discussion on the
Social Security No. 2 Bill off
the CPSA conference agenda.

It is essential that the civil
service unions and claimants
unions organise action against
the Bill, linking up with other

workers in the public and

private sector in joint action to
bring down this savage Tory
government,

TROTSKYIST
INTERNATIONAL
"LIAISON
COMMITTEE

DISCUSSION
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- TILC Declaration
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Pro tests no answer
‘to unemployment.

As unemployment shoots |

- upwards towards the two
million mark the Labour
and trade union leadership
is .- being prodded into
~gestures and protests.

The unemployment
wage cutting policies of the
Tories go hand in hand. =

Joe Dean, the AUEW spon-i

spored MP for West Leeds has
clashed with Keith Joseph over
the way the crisis is now biting
~ in Leeds.

| Dean said in the House of
Commons that Tory policies
were now destroying the basic
-engineering industries of Leeds
and had, already almost
destroyed the clothing trade.

He pointed out to Sir Keith
that Leeds North East had
actually cut his majority at the
last General Election.

But Dean’s proposed solu-

tion to the problem was import

controls to protect British
textile firms. Nor did he even
call for Sir Keith’s removal let
alone for action to bring down
the Tory government.

He has now contacted the
Leeds Trades Council and other
MPs to sound out the possibility
of a  campaign  against

-

and.

e .

NEWS
—c

—— SRR

unemployment in. Leeds.

‘Leeds has over 21,000 unem-
ployed—5.8% of the working
population. This compares with

9% in Hull, 7.2% in Doncaster -

and a national average of 7.8%.

In other words unemploy-

ment in Leeds is less than the

national average. Under those

conditions, waging purely local
campaigns on unemployment
while not questioning the con-
tinuing existence and overall
strategy of the Tory govem-

 ment is a dangerous farce.

The crude figures distort .the

- actual distribution of the unem-

ployed. | :

So, for instance, in Leeds a
survey conducted 12 months

~ago revealed a 15% unemploy-

ment rate in the inner city areas.

From these figures it can be
worked out that in Chapeltown,
Leeds, an area with a large

- West Indian, Asian and East

European community, the

unemployment level is aroun

30%.

For black youth estimates
vary between 55-80%.

Last week in Leeds there
were only fifteen vacancies for
5,000 school leavers. One shop
advertised four vacancies and
was confronted with a queue of

over 300 for the jobs!

=

- contact

‘Leeds.

THE
-WSL!-

Returned to office after five years of Labour betrayals,
the Tory government has immediately begun wielding a
sharpened axe on jobs, conditions and social services. Trade
union rights face.imminent legal attack. Prices are already
rocketing upwards. | -

Plum sectors of state industry will be handed to the Tories’®

profiteering big business backers; and the pay rises to police and

armed forces mark only the prelude to increased state violence

against pickets and anti-fascists and an intensified ‘army crackdown

in the occupied North of Ircland. o .

| The Callaghan-Healey leadership. has made it clear that it will
oppose any perspective other than settling down and meckly accept-

*

ing five years of Tory devastation. .

And, though they have oncc.more dusted off their near-
forgotten ‘‘socialist” speeches, Labour’s ‘left wing’ MPs have
continued to duck away from any fight to remove Callaghan.

TUC leaders, too, have set out to establish a basis for collabora-
tion with Thatcher and the Tory cabinet, parallelling their anti-
working class alliance with Wilson and then Callaghan. |
But the working class has experienced ‘and overcome such

betrayals before—-to topple Heath’s union-bashing government in

. 1974, and smash through Callaghan’s reactionary Phase 4 of wage

controls in a series of monumental pay .battles in the winter of
1978. ~
These experiences are not dead. They point to the way that jobs,
social services and hard-won union rights can be defended against
renewed Tory attacks. o -

But a principled, revolutionary leadership is needed if ‘the
Labour traitors, the TUC collaborators and their hangers-on in the
Communist Party are to be exposed and pushed aside, and the mass
-struggles mobilised that can defeat and remove the Tory govern-
ment. . R

Such a leadership must fight day in and day out for a programme
of transitional demands which, starting from today’s conditions and
- today’s consciousness within the working class, lead workers to
grasp the necessity for socialist revolution. ,' |

And in taking up democratic demands—such as an end to racial

and sexual discrimination, it must show the crucial role that must be

played by the working class as the only consistently revolutionary

class capable of leading the struggle for the emancipation of

mankind. |

| And it must fight on an international basis—mobilising solidarity
- for anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist struggles—whether in Ireland,
South Africa or elsewhere throughout the world, and drawing
strength and political lessons from revolutionary upheavals such as
that which ousted the hated Shah in Iran. This means fighting for
the reconstruction of the Trotskyist Fourth International.

‘To this end, the Workers Socialist League is affiliated to. the
Trotskyist International Liaison Committee which fights to reaffirm
and develop the method and principles of the 1938 Transitional
Programme, and for full discussion in the world Trotskyist move-
ment, | "

The next period will see major class struggles in Britain. A
principled Marxist leadership is essential. QOur movement though
strong in programme is small in numbers. .

JOIN US and take forward the struggle for socialism!

How do we tackle this
enormous problem? The Leeds
Council’s direct works depart-
ment has trebled the number of
apprentices it is taking —but that
1s only another 50 jobs for
youth.

Geroge Mudie, the leader of
the Labour Group admitted this
was only a gesture to show the
way, but the Council was
already millions in debt.

He is writing to the govern-

ment asking for more money

to tackle unemployment.

He also said he was in
with the Common
Market. -
- There 18 no chance that
either body will be bothered
about the fate of youth in

Chapeltown Ward Labour
Party (the Leeds ward that

- covers Chapeltown and is part

of Sir Keith Joseph’s constitu-

ency) has tabled a resolution

which calls for a campaign to

bring down the Tory govern-

ment and. for socialist policies.
- This must be acted upon

Jocally. The Leeds North East -
Party -

Constituency  Labour
passed the resolution but didn’t
send it to the party conference
mainly because the Militant
Group argued that the Labour
leadership was in favour of
bringing down the Tories!!

(They could not quote. any

examples).
But there are tangible steps
that the Labour leaders could

~ take on unemployment.

The NEC of the Labour

Party should convene a national

conference - of - all Labour
Councils and instruct them to
resist totally the government’s
attacks.

Other councils are carrying

out Tory cuts and blaming the
- Tories. |

Such councillors must be
exposed and replaced by those
who are willing to fight.

Only through serious moves

to mobilise the trade wunion
movement and the working class
to. bring down the government
- can the menace of unemploy-
- ment be tackled.

WHEN IT LOOKS LIKE

~membership,

- The complete bankrupt-
cy and cowardice of the
public sector union leaders
in the struggle against the
cuts was confirmed at a

mass meeting of the Kitchen

staff employed by the
Humberside

Department in Hull called

by the GMWU.

-

- Education

The meeting, held last Wed-.

nesday, was called to discuss the
redundancy situation. The trend
of thc meeting had been set a
week before ‘it actually took
place, in the form of a scandal-

ous leaflet drawn up by the

GMWU and circulated to the
which declared
that: | .

“It is expected that volun-
teers for redundancy will be
called for—this will apply to

people under 59 years of age.

If this should happen forms will
be issued at the meeting.”

The mecting opened with
over 550 kitchen staft present
and .the role of the local leader-
ship was _made clear when the
Area - Organiser Bill
addressed the meeting giving

details of when the redundan-

cics would take place and how

- many jobs were to.go.

Giving no lead whatsoever
on how to fight the planned

-redundancies, Allan went on to

tctl his members that the union-

was 1nitially calling for volun-
tary redundancies and that if

~ this tailed then the union would
proceed on a “last in, first out”
- basis.

When  the ' mecting
thrown open a local Labour
Councillor asked Allan why he

.....

GMWU leader Basnett

was

Allan

was not calling for opposition
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how to fight these attacks.
She also. reminded him that

- at ‘a public meeting on the cuts

in the public sector held in Hull

-1n October of last year he had

stated that he was prepared to

fight the cuts in every way
possible. '

" Personal attack -

- This  contribution  was
warmly received by the
members.  present, but was

answered by a personal attack
on the Labour councillor by Bill
Allan saying that as she was not

a kitchen staff worker, she had
no right to question the plat-

form.

The Councillor pointed out
that she had been an active
member of the union and also a
mcmber  of the
Branch § for longer than he

~ had. -

The pla't_form had no answer

to this. Then a member of the

Education

kitchen staff raised the point

- that at a previous meeting held

in April over redeployment the
same leadership had instructed
the kitchen staff to refuse to

take any cuts in hours.

Yet now they were asking
workers to take a cut in jobs/
The platform got round this by
referring to the drop in demand

tor school meals since the
increase in charge to 50p.
Socialist.  Press  supporter

Margaret Nix (who is the only
woman shop steward in the Hull
division) then attacked the plat-

torm, pointing out that the

union leadership was doing the
Tory County Council’s work for
them and were therefpre carry-
ing out Tory policies,

Indiscriminate

This was answered sharply
by the Convenor of the school
meal services members who
asked “what do you want us to
do? Do you want us to let the
county Councillors to go to the
schools and make redundancies
indiscriminately?”

This was “not a political
1ssue” he claimed.

Margaret Nix drew warm

applatise when she replied:
“What kind of a union is it

that does the Tories work for -

them? What we should be doing
is fighting these redundancies
and you should be leading that
fight!”
When

forms,
convenor picked up a bundle of
slips and held them up shouting

‘that they were available.

At this, chaos broke out,

with many of the women
present asking for redundancy
forms.

When order was restored the

chairman made the Iudicrous

statement that the leadership

were ‘“‘only looking after the.

interests of the members”.

When the question of oppos-
ition to the redundancies was
again raised, the chairman
played the oldest and most
despicable trick in the book—
immediately putting to a- vote
the proposal for allout strike
action the following day.

With no preparation for such
a policy this was obviously
heavily defeated with only

- about ten members voting for

strike action.

The platform, gloating over

this success then asked if any

other action was desired by the
membership. A Socialist Press

supporter then called for a no- .

cover policy for anyone sick o
on holidays. | |

The = chairman blandly
replied that this had been tried
in the past with the school
cleaners but had not worked —
failing to mention that ¢leaners
who had tried to implement
the no cover policy had received
no support from the union
leadership.

The Hull betrayal is clearly
no unique example: it is just
one instance of the role of
public sector union bureaucrats
who are daily presiding over the
slaughter of jobs and services
without lifting a finger of
opposition. | .

~This is why the fight against

- the Tory cuts is so bound up .

with the struggle for a new,
revolutionary leadership in the
labour movement. \
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the leadership was
questioned as to their reference

‘to redundancy "the

|

WU inplements
sackings
 Officials hand out

redundancy forms

- to the redundancies and giving a -
- lead to the members present on
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~ ‘the same
week’s day of action: ranks of

- gunman

- speak to Thornett. -

SOCIALIST PRESS, Wednesday 16 July 1980

- Once  again violence

flared at Adwest Engineer- '
- ing this week as the Thames

Valley SPG (Thames Valley
Support  Group)

As the 85 pickets arrived at
6.30 a.m. they were met with
police tactics as last

From front page

at the time of the incident..

The police have not vyet
decided whether to charge
Cramp. | |

Between the time Thornett

phoned' the police and their

arrival, Daily Mail reporters
Robert Porter and Harry Long-

.muir arrived at Thornett's house

—a week ‘and a half after they

first arrived in town—asking to :

Although these reporters go
the story of Cramp and the gun
from the police the ' same
evening, the Daily Majl has not

carried this story and on the
- phone they have suggested that

the whole = incident was the
invention of the
Socialist League.

- In its desperate efforts to

5

discredit the Workers Socialist

League the Mail is prepared to
create as many imaginary terror-
ists and fictional gunmen as are
necessary to do the job.

But: when the Mail—no
doubt. unwittingly—hire a

photographer who apparently
‘packs a rea/ gun alongside his
camera, there is only one place
for that story—the Daily Mail
dustbin! .

brutally
smashed up a lawful picket
line. “ | - |

- convenor

Workers -

uniformed strike breakers on
~either side of Adwest’s gates
prevented pickets from taking
up positions and created a
pathway- for the blackleg labour
force. , |

This time, however, TGWU

Danny Broderick,
himself arrested at an earlier
day of action, announced over
a megaphone that to deny a
picket line was an unlawful act
and could not be tolerated.

Gates

The pickets then marched in

~an orderly fashion to the gates.

Reading’s E Division tried to
intervene, but in the ensuing
melee, over 40 demonstrators
managed to form a line across
the entrance. ’

- It was then that the support
group moved in and after ten

minutes of police violence, 21

pickets were dragged off and
arrested and charged in most
cases with wilfull obstruction of
the highway. | |
They were held for six hours
in the Reading cells and hauled
in front of a special court in the
afternoon. Most pleaded not

guilty and will appear for trial

early in August.

Vicious assault

Despite this vicious assault,
pickets still attempted to form

a line and five more were

arrested, bringing the total

number of those arrested to 26,
including all but one of the

strike committee. |
Afterwards, an angry Danny
Broderick spelt it out:
“This strike is now of central

importance to the tradss union
and working class as a whole, |
“Because we are fighting to

‘defend our lawful right to

picket this must be scen as the

most crucial strike in the.

country and, as such, must be
supported financially as well as
physically, .

‘We urgently need financial

aid to keep this dispute alive.

“We call on sympathisers
everywhere to send contribu-

tions to the strike fund which,
because of factors like fines,
legal costs and lack of strike

pay is desperately low’,

“Given the actions of the
police and help received from

those who understand the sig-

nificance of this strike, we are
now more determined than ever
to win it, ,

St Mary's

The dangerously low
manning levels  and the
gradual decline in services at
St. Mary’s Hospital, Harrow
Road, are taking their toll.

~ The ancillary staff are und_ér
increasing pressure from super-

- visors to take on extra duties

and to carry out the work of
other grades of staff.

Rita Maxim, shop steward
~and ward orderly who has

worked at Harrow Road for
seventeen years told Socialist
Press that domestics and
orderlies are constantly harassed

You Look THERE'S FOREIGN RUBB I5H
ABOUT — REDS —MARXISTS —TROTS —

t the survival of the strike”,

“DAMN CANNED IMPORTS — EVERY\WHERE

TAKE THE LABOUR PARTY FOR INSTANCE /.

“The next day of action is
August 11. Anyone concerned
with democratic rights should
be there and in the meantime
be- donating money. to ensur

by the supervisors and in some
cases are expected to do the
work of three people.

~ Rita herself has been threat-
ened with disciplinary action for
refusing to move from one
department to another—not to
provide cover for staff who are
off sick or on holiday (which
is her job) but to take on extra
work. =~ -

Direct attack
This despite union policy

that members do not carry out

such work. '

Such actions amount to a

[SUPPOGING- THEYVE WRIGGLED ‘m‘em W

AY

)

AHA!.. £Ven You, ERNSHAW / CAuGHT ReED-HANDED

into THIS UNIoN — I'D BETTER cyECK /

OH NO 3IR, THE ONLY THINGS
JM BANDING oUT ARE... |

GIVING OUT TROT LEAFLETS, EH?R/
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Donations and mésSages\of

financial support should be
rushed immediately to Danny

Broderick, 46, Berkley Avenue,
Reading. |
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direct attack on trade union

organisation and in particular

the shop stewards who stand up

and defend the interests of
fellow workers. -

Only through strong and
democratic trade union organis-
ation will the management
attempts to run down services

. be thwarted.

The fight at St. Mary’s must

~be broadened to win the.

support of the local labour
movement and must link up
with other campaigns against

the cuts and the Tory govern-

ment.

nursery

, " Page 11

Over 100

last Sunday evening to take
part m a public meeting

called to launch a campaign

of support for the occupa-
tion, which started last
Friday. ‘

Consistent appeals from
parents to Coventry’s Labour

~council had failed to stop the

planned closure of the nursery,
which has catered for 70

children and has an extremely
- good reputation in the city. = -

No a’lterriative

Faced with no alternative

'o’tfher than the hope of the

appeal to Education Secretary

 Mark Carlisle would succeed in
reversing the decision, parents
and supporters moved into

occupation when the  term
ended last Friday. - -

‘At the public meeting a cam-

paign to resist the closure was
formally constituted as the
Coventry Nursery Campaign

(Wheatley Street).

In the main speeches out-
lining the situation it “was
stressed that the closure was a

cut in the already slender
number of places in the city,

and that the council’s claim that
the buildings were unfit was
simply a smokescreen, '

,._Ihdependént-

An independent survey
shows that the cost of repairs is
nowhere near what the council
is claiming. -

Messages of support for the
occupation were heard from
local NUPE branch secretary

Joe Little, -the chairman of
‘Coventry SE Labour Party, the

Oxford and Leicester Nursery
Campaigns, the local Women’s
Voice group and a number of
Labour councillors.

 The occupation has come a
few days after ten Labour
councillors defied the Labour
whip ‘and voted against an

increase in school meals charges
.. from 35p to 45p. - '

A battle is underway within
the City Labour Party to

commit the council to a policy

of no cuts. . -

- The occupation has been
visited by 200 or more sup-
porters in just the first few days,

. and it is clear that the campaign

against the closure can be won.

Messages of support. and-

donations should be addressed
to The Occupiers, Wheatley
St. Nursery School, Coventry.

TAKE THAT RED TED AND HIS CRONIES — SUMMER SCHOOL
INDEED / TAP THEIR PHONES...DEPORT EM.. LOCK £M UP..

p 2]

 REDUNDANCY
- NoTices !

| 00Ps, SORRY —
CARRY ON ERNSHAW/

\ .
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people
crammed into Wheatley St
- Nursery School in Coventry
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The high priest of racial-
ism, Enoch Powell, has
joined the growing chorus

of Tories and fascists seek-
ing to exploit the conditions’

of the present recession to
whip up racial divisions in
the working class.

Late last month Tory MP
Sir Ronaid Bell gave vent to his

. National Front style view that.

black workers “‘from tropical
areas’’ should be repatriated.
Singling out for attack those
black youth who have fought
back on the streets of Bristol
and Southall against Tory
policies of mass unemployment

and savage police harassment,
Bell went on to-eomplain that:

“One third of all the births

foreign mothers: does this make
sense? Who can be proud of

~ being British if this is all that
being British means?”

Bell’'s venomous ~ outburst
was followed up last week by
Tory MP Harvey Proctor, who

demanded an end to all immi-

agration and an “energetic policy
of voluntary repatriation”.
These two racists, togethe_r

Published by Folrose Ltd for the Workers Soclahst League, BM Box 527'7 Lonaon WCIV 6XX. Prmted by Mormng thho Prmters Ltd, London.

don are to

“in  which

Prior

‘To many people the
prospect of two million on

_the dole queues in Britain

is a horrifying waste of
human energy and resources
—a bitter lesson in the work-

- ings of the capitalist system.

But for the Tory government
and their big business friends
mass unemployment has its
uses: | ‘

*They hope to use the threat

Black against

with fellow Tory Anthony
Marlow ' have launched a cam-
paign to reverse the govern-

ment’s = already hypocritical
commitment to a multi-racial
socuety

Thatcher herself in the run-
up to the election showed how
seriously she

lessly sought the racist vote by
‘issuing well planned press warn-
ings of a flood of immigrants
supposedly  “swamping’’" the
British ‘““national culture”’, |

Loyalist

Now Powell—currently a
L.oyalist MP—has reasserted his

- leading role in the campaign to

incite racial hatred,
Quoting figures similar to

those produced by Bell, Powell

warned that the recent riot by
black youth in Bristoi was
simply a foretaste of the future,
“urban terrorism’’
could be expected.

- The only and supposedly

" more “moderate” response to

this from Tory Home Secretary
William Whitelaw skated nimbiy

around the fact that the govern-
* ment’s forthcoming Nationality

growing unemployment
attacks on social security and

ment. by
order
workers and youth into - the
lowest paid jobs. |

regards  this.
commitment, when she shame-

- the workers’

]

of unemployment to bludgeon
workers in industry into accept-
ing wage increases well below
the rate of inflation. Hence the
recent ultimatums handed out
-to  workers
Chrysler/Talbot.

in  Lucas and

- *They hope to N
wit

other benefits, and with harass-
-DHSS officials, ‘In
to press gang jobless

- Sir Keith Joseph only

recently delighted the employ-

ing class by calling on the unem-

" ployed to offer themselves for

work at below the estabhshed
rate of pay.

*Now Employment Secre-
tary James Prior has revealed
the latest Tory objective—to
Jower wages in the public sector
to the level of unemployment

benefit, by dragooning workers -

Bill is an outright racialist piece

of legislation that adds still
further
already savage Immigration Acts
imposed - by successive Labour
and Tory governments,

Indeed for Whitelaw as much
as for Powell the use of racial
hatred provides a handy weapon

against the working class—a

weapon which they are com--

mitted to use.
Racialism is effectwe for the

 Tories in two respects.

While rallying the. most des~

-perate and degenerate elements

-of the middle class to the
squalid banner of “‘patriotism’’
it also represents a bid to divide

movement along

racial lines at a time when Tory

cuts and closures are creating

mass unemployment and a

historic crisis in housing and the

social services.

By offering up black workers
as a handy scapegoat for the
impact of capitalism on
workers’

united class action to bring
down the Thatcher government
and confront the attacks on jobs
and workmg condltlons

LS

combine

restrictions to the

. public sector,

living standards, the
‘bosses -hope to prevent any

- the-racralists—
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Unemployed
against employed

i'nto unpaid “voluntary work

in hospltals and community

service.

“It seems wrong to me that -

we are paying out large sums in
benefits and get nothing for it
...”, he declared last week.

In other words, while Tory

cuts and closures decimate the

paid workforce in the public
sector, _top ministers are
planning to draft in unemployed
workers and -youth to cover over
some of the impact of these
attacks—and of course to

weaken and erode trade union

organisation and the fight for

- wages and conditions --among

public sector workers. -
Prior’s Minister of State, the

"Earl of Gowrie spelled out

clearly the fact that such
schemes would be far from

voluntary.’
“There is no coercion at the

moment, but we may have to
- think again if people persistent-

ly refuse to work under this

treacherous -role played by ‘the

trade union and Labour leaders -

—who are collaborating with
every Tory cutback in the
and waging not
the slightest struggle against
closures, redundancues and wage
cuts.

It is in  common acttan

against the class enemy that the
working class can best achieve

unity in struggle. By rejecting
such- action, the
leaders create conditions of
demoralisation and frustration
in which racialism can fester.
The menace of racialism and
fascism can be effectively com-
batted in the next period only

through the construction of a

revolutionary leadership within
the workers’ movement com-
mitted to:

*Repeal  the
Laws! - |
- *Defeat fascist violence: for
workers’ defence squads to
defend black communities and
the labour movement!

*Prepare mass

Immigration

ment

ite

are tacitly assisted by the

reformist

action to
bring down the Tory govern-.

Our address is:

Soclallst Press Speclal Fund BM Box 5277 London
WC1V GXX | |

voluntary scheme”, he declared
Then Prior, in attemptlng to

'deny that the Tories plan to

conscript- the unemployed into
“community service” made the

~scheme even clearer.

He emphasised that Gowrie

" meant only to coerce unemploy- -

ed youth into the existing youth
employment programme and
temporary employment schemes
—in which the weekly ‘“‘wage’’

is a princely £22.50 per week, as

against dole payments of £15!

It is clear therefore that the
Tories are plotting to exploit a
vast pool of cheap labour—
latest reports expect that at
least one million young workers

aged between 16-25 will be

unemployed next year.

This 1s of course a savage
attack on the whole working
class. Yet j§ received only the
most weak-kneed opposition

from NUPE leader Alan Fisher:

and. other public sector union
leaders .

. . . . . . . ..
. . . A
L
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With only a couple of hundred pounds needed to reach
our £3,000 Special Fund the question is by how much we
can exceed our target. The Fund closes at the end of the
month, so let’s have a last minute fight to go well over the
top. Wlth Tory policies fuellmg inflation, we need every
penny. extra that we can raise. So send us a donatlon today.

action

" The Tory offensive is now
reaching full speed ahead: on

every  front the trade union
rights, living standards and
social services achieved by

workers in decades of struz,gle s

are under attack

Far from of_fefing to talk to
Prior about his reactionary
scheme to exploit the unem-
ployed, Fisher and his fellow
TUC chiefs should be called
upon to prepare general strike
to bring down the
Thatcher government. -

And within the ‘workers’

“movement the fight must be

stepped  up for a principled
leadership that will challenge-
the right wing Callaghan/Healey
chque in the Labour Party and

spell out a socialist programme.
for mass action to bring about a. .

- planned  economy

alone can

socialist
which
the right. of every Worker to a
job. .

, secure
~improved living standards and

OLOHd

. Wodey ‘soyaed SHUD
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