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March
backs

metal

workers

strike

As 40,000 metal workers in
Turkey enter their seventh month
of strike, a march of their
supporters in Britain will travel
from Birmingham to London next
weekend.

The strike, based on 42
factories, has brought virtually
the whole metallurgical industry
and sections of manufacturing
industry to a standstill.

It was called in opposition to
attempts by the Metal Employers
Federation (MESS) to impose a
single, centralised system of pay
bargaining and scrap existing
plant negotiations.

Avoided

This would have the effect of
weakening the 80,000-strong

| metalworkers’ union, which is one

of the last surviving strongholds
of Communist Party control in
the Turkish unions.

Despite the high stakes
involved, the Turkish Stalinists
have steadfastly avoided attempts
to extend the strike to other
unions and have actually handed
over control of the strike to the
bourgeois leaders of the ‘left’
union confederation DISK.

However, the CP-dominated
march in solidarity with this
struggle—which departs from
and passes through Coventry and
Oxford en route for London-—
should be supported by British
trade unionists and cash aid for
the Turkish strikers raised in
union branches.

Turkish Prime Minister
Bulent Ecevit’'s new
coalition government has
won the approval of
President Koruturk.

The new government
consists of Ecevit’s
Republican People’s Party,
backed by two small right
wing parties and eleven
deputies recently resigned
from the Justice Party.

Thirteen out of 34
ministries go to - Ecevit’s
partners in the coalition.

Two deputies

In order to secure a vote
of confidence Ecevit
increased the number of
government ministries and
gave 10 posts to the 11
resigned deputies.

The tiny National
Confidence Party now have
two deputies in the govern-
ment and
Party one ministerial post.

This gives Ecevit’s govern-
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STRIKE NOW!

FBU Executive

E'cevit

The right wing combin-
ation in the coalition and its
reactionary policies openly
illustrate its anti-working
class nature.

The 11 right wing deputies
and the two small right wing
parties agreed with Ecevit

policies and ‘“‘unite the
nation” to get through the
Crisis.

One of them said:

“This is the last chance.
We are trying to solve the
economic crisis of the
country. If this fails, we must
try to convince the generals
to take over”’.

Another task the govern-
ment must face is to end the
political violence that has
greatly increased over the last
two weeks.

But the reactionary nature
of the government is exposed
when it declares both left and
right wing extremists
responsible for the wviolence
and that it will use state
forces against both left and
right.

This clearly means police
and army will be used to

smash any  struggle by
workers.
Independent fight

_ There must be no illusion

L - R ™

New right wing coalition
_formed in Turkey

Workers can only defend
their living standards and
democratic rights by taking
up an independent fight
against the government and
its policies.

The trade unions must be
forced to break their support
for Ecevit, and workers must
be mobilised independently
to overthrow it.

The workers’ parties, the
Communist Party, the
Turkish Labour Party, the
Socialist Revolutionary Party
and the Turkish Socialist
Labour Party must be broken
politically from the RPP and
its government and fight for
an alternative government.

But the fight must begin
today, mobilising the working
class against the fascists and
government attacks.

United front

The fascists can only be
disarmed and smashed by
building a united front of the
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Whichever way the
vote goes at the FBU
recall conference in
Bridlington on Thursday
the crucial question
facing the working class
is the willingness of the
leaders of unions with
outstanding claims to call
their members out in
support of their claims.

If the FBU conference
votes to stay out, such action
will be essential .to break the
isolation imposed on the fire-
men by the TUC.

If on the other hand the
conference votes for a return
to work, the result will be
the outcome of the meost
squalid manoeuvring by the
FBU leadership, who have
calculated the critical point
to move in and recommend

~ a sell-out.

Parry and his cronies on
the executive allowed
militant members’ anger to
wane after the TUC refusal
to support them, put no
demands on those who
claimed to support the fire-
men and began carefully to
cultivate the view that
“nothing more can be done’’.

Impression

And by leaving a week
between their recommenda-
tion for acceptance and the
recall conference they
allowed the press to build up
an impression of growing
forces for acceptance.

Whether or not firemen
defy this pressure and vote on
Thursday to reject the offer,
their first job must be to clear
out their reactionary execu-
tive committee which from
the outset opposed the strike
and after losing the vote has
spent the whole nine weeks
biding their time for a sell-out
attempt.

Scottish FBU militants hit
the right note this week when
they lobbied their regional
committee with the demand
“Fight on—with new
leaders’’.

Their next job must be to
step up the demand that
those 17 TUC leaders who
claim to support them put
their words into action.

100,000 power workers
who took unofficial action
last November are being held

. back by extended negotia-

goes through the motions ¢
votes in support of the fir

men and verbal threats to ti

government.
Thousands of oil ar
petrol drivers, who al

recently took unofficial stril
action, have been manoe
vied by TGWU leaders in

timewasting meetings Wi
~ ACAS whilst Moss Evan
General - Secretary  elec

seconded the motion at ti
TUC supporting the firemen

Both these sections
workers have enormol
industrial power and cou
shut Britain down with
days.

If the isolation of the |
month rule was ended ar
another section of worke
joined the -firemen on strik
both sections could be unite
through councils of action

a struggle to extend ti
strike and break waj
controls.

This is the only polic

which offers a way to win ti
strike.

Discuss claim

Firemen must take ti
initiative and approach oth
sections of workers who
claims have been rejected.

Go to the tanker depot
press the drivers to tal
action. Contact the pow
workers and discuss ti
claim.

The longer these sectio
delay, the greater the chan
that they too face betrayal t
the TUC and by their ow
leaders in the fight against tl
10% limit.

Such a campaign wou
create completely ne
conditions for the firemen
strike and show the way fc
ward for the whole worku
class.

Only action to destroy ti
10% limit can prevent {i
Callaghan-Steel governme:
proceeding with its plans
impose a Phase 4 of wa
controls, and force a splt
this wage-cutting Lib-L:
coalition.

Beware

But one lesson from t
FBU strike is unmistakeab!
even a 98% solid offic
strike by a whole unic
showing the utmost
tenacity, sacrifice and det:
mination of its rank and f
members can founder if t
leadership shrinks from t
political consequences of
all-out fight.

Power workers and tank
drivers beware! Militancy
not enough. A politx
leadership prepared to co
front the TUC bureaucra
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The tensions within
the Indian Congress Party
reached breaking point
last week with an organ-
isational split in the party
ranks. *'

Strain has been increasing

since the electoral defeat last -

March which ended the
Gandhi dictatorship.
After failing to gain

control of the party appar-
atus, Gandhi called a meeting
to declare her faction the
‘real Indian National
Congress’.

Already a third of the
Working Committee (the
party’s highest policy-making
body) was in support of the
former Prime Minister, and
this is probably an accurate
reflection of her support
throughout the party.

Build party

At the meeting Gandhi
announced that she had been
‘elected’ President, but only
‘for a while’, and that she
would build up the party
with the slogan ‘Forward to
Socialism’.

Both groups which claim
to be the ‘real’ Congress have
now expelled each other.
These moves open up the
possibility of a major re-
alignment of the dominant
political parties.

The last major split within |

tne Congress took place in
1969, again engineered by
(Gandhi.

Landowning
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(13 tIots jay in a disagree-
—z2rT 23 10 which tactics

-2 =2 applied to preserve
:= 2 Zzv2iop bourgeois rule.

Tl -
T=z r-zschis of Gandhi’s
w217 aere clearly seen in
1=z :mi-working class policies
-2 1=z "Emergency’ dictator-
Sulbul ol . S

Mzzv of the forces which

a2%T 1Zat struggle in 1969 are
—-= 2 be found in three of
=z vz parties which form
T~z ~uang Janata coalition.
I=2 Janata has been under
L2v2re nternal pressure since
1ok Ooffice, and sections
zv w2l seek to renew their
isscctazon with the Congress
*#27:2n led by Brahamananda

L

Mass opposition

1z:z coalition was swept
2 power last March by the

— 38 cpposition to the
{2z Zm: dictatorship.
It never offered any

$¢-us programme to resolve
=z =2zonomic and social
sToTl2ms of the workers and
measenis, and  its  present
scooies shuifle in pathetic
;>zIuson from the encour-

—<2nt of imperialist invest-
=2z? znd aid. to attempts at
2373°:150ing a stronger native

3 ~oved to abolish the
w123 and hated Mainten-
~:x2 oI [nternal Securnty Act,
coiv :772r 1 has ensured the

FT3Ts siiras, 1f less fragrantly

ZiiTztia. powers with the

Cor— =3 Prooadure Code.
T=z MISA was consistent-

iy 232l zZainst union
Tty o:zmlostmike lgaders
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| TACTICS

By DAVID
WHITFIELD

as hostile to the interests of
the working class as its
Congress predecessor.

The thousands of workers
who have moved into strike
action in attempts to regain
the living standards slashed
by the dictatorship, have met
with betrayal and repression.

As ~this movement has
gathered strength, landless
peasants have come into

violent conflict with the big
landowners, as they have
tried to implement the long-
promised land reform
measures  themselves by
seizing land to save them-
selves from starvation.

Dramatic growth

In this turbulent situation
there has been a dramatic
growth of support for the
radical parties of the peasan-
try, and those groups
struggling for regional

autonomy or independence as

a solution to the misery
imposed by the international
dominance of capitalism.

The same developments
have had a major impact on
the parties of the working-
class.

The Socialist Party of
George Fernandes has found
ts2lr n2t onlv compromised
Ty 1oz morezsingiv obvious
zntl-working class character
of the Janata coalition in
which it participates, but also
squeezed into insignificance
by faction struggles within
the coalition.

Huge fall
The fate of these class
collaborators has been

paralleled by the huge fall in
support for the pro-Moscow
Communist Party of India,
the CP(]).

The CP(I) provided the
most outspoken backing for
the Gandhi dictatorship, and
even now continues to hail
the fallen dictator as the
leader of the ‘progressive
bourgeoisie’, though its pro-
nouncements

less frequent and more
cautious.
There have been mass

resignations from the party’s
base, especially in the states
of Gujurat and West Bengal,
where they have taken the
form of defections to the
Communist Party (Marxist).

Denounced link

In West Bengal the CP(I)’s
youth organisation has
denounced any. link with
either faction of the Congress
and may well fuse with the
CP(M)’s youth organisation.

The CP(M) consistently

struggled against the dictator-

ship, but its reluctance to
mobilise the independent

- strength of the working class

is as determined as that of
the CP(I).

Popular front

While the CP(I) remain in
the popular front state
government of Kerala, the CP
(M) used its absolute majority
in West Bengal to institute-a
‘left-front’ government with
the Janata. and has madz: a
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have become .

Mrs Gandhi. She
But this agreement appears

to be breaking up under

pressure from the rank and
file membership: there was
no such alliance in the recent

state elections in Tripura
where the CP(M) won a
sweeping majority.

Neither party has vyet

- declared its intentions for the

February elections in five
states, including Karmataka
where the Janata government
has imposed direct rule from
Delhi, claiming that the fight-
ing within the Congress had
made the state government
ineffective.

Complete chaos

But nothing reveals more
sharply the development in

- the political situation than

the regrouping of the
Naxalites, who were thrown
into complete political and
organisational chaos during
the emergency, with sections
supporting Gandhi while the
regime imprisoned and killed
members and sympathisers in
a concertad campaign.

The sc~<ialel Cenerzl and
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split the party after failing to gain control.
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doubt attempt to resurrect
the CP(M-L) in the image of
its ancestor as a peasant-
based guerilla movement.

As the Indian workers and
peasants are drawn daily into
increasing conflict with the
formidable array of Stalinist
and other forces striving for
their political controls,
Callaghan has arrived to
combine a relaxing tourist
trip with some business
designed to aid the Indian
and British bourgeoisie, and
betray the international
working class just a little
further.

British Labour MPs such as
Foot and Lee were notorious
for their eulogies of the
Gandhi regime, and Callaghan
even sent her a telegram of
commiseration on her
electoral defeat!

His visit is to include an
interview with this architect
of oppression, a step not yet
taken by any visiting diplo-
mat since legal proceedings
were instituted against her.

But Callaghan s hz2lz-
s orers, xnd owilloalsc

- e -
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The British PM will also be
attempting to enforce further
trade restrictions such as have
already been imposed by the
protectionist policies of the
EEC on the Indian textile
industry.

The economic interests of
British capital and the British
state are vital for the
continued life of the Indian
bourgeoisie. ‘

In addition to the heavy
investment of British based
multi-national companies,
government aid for 1977-8 is
to total £144 million—an

increase of 30% over last year

and one quarter of all
bilateral aid provided by the
British government, which is
the largest single donor of aid
to the Indian State.

Major advance

This imperialist interven-
tion 1s central to the oppres-
sion of the Indian masses. A
major advance in the fight for
international proletaman
revolution tan T: omaiz o

.
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CP bids
for place
In Tory
cabinet

It now seems certain
that the  Italian
Communist Party is on
the point of sliding one
stage further into the
slime of class

collaboration.

Since last July Italy has
had an undeclared coalition

government, the ruling
minority Christian
Democratic cabinet being

supported in office by the CP
and other parties in exchange
for an agreement on the
government’s programme.

This agreement is now on
the point of breakdown
essentially because the
working class is saying louder
and louder that the govern-
ment’s programme 1S
unacceptable.

The CP and trade union
leaders, therefore, see their
leadership of the working
class threatened unless they
can wrest what appears to be
a ‘concession’ from the
Christian Democrats.

Convince workers

The only ways in which
they can now hope to
convince workers that it is
furthering their interests is by -
demanding a formal place in
the government.

This grand popular front
coalition has been the official
aim of the CP since Italy’s
last general election in June
1976.

Now, however, is the first
time that its leaders have
been seen to push for seats in
the Cabinet as an immediate
objective.

Now is also the first time
that some of the Christian
Democratic leaders who have
so far been publicly hostile

seem to be changing their
minds.
An open class  coalition

government including the CP
would ~2 the first of its kind
i 21y NATO country since
152 iormation of the anti-
Communist alliance in 1948.

German loans

Until very recently,
however, it has been vetoed
by 1imperialism as a whole,
especially by Nixon, Wilson
and Brandt (who  has
arranged German loans to
meet the more pressing needs
of the Italian ruling class).

Carter and  Callaghan,
however, appear to have
agreed to a more flexible
approach and the improve-
ment 1n Italy’s balance of
payments (the result of the
country’s deep slump) has
freed Italy from its financial
dependence on Schmidt.

The expectations of the
capitalists and the CP leaders
in the ‘historic compromise’
government cannot be very
high.

Wage cuts

it would be explicitly
committed to government
austerity measures, wage cuts
and measures to force speed-
up in order to restore Italian
capitalism’s catastrophically
low rate of profit.

As the CP and Christian
Democrat leaders deliberate
on how best to force the
working class to accept the
sacrifices required by capital.
the union leaders have "pos--
poned the threatened - -

f‘l
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Dictator  Pinochet’s
‘referendum’, held on
January 4, was mainly a

manoeuvre to strengthen

his personal position in

‘relation to the rest of the

dictatorial regime.

Under a renewal of
working class pressure the
Junta is beginning to show
increasing signs of inner

~strain.

Over the last few weeks
Pinochet has come under
increasing pressure from two
sources.

‘Weakness’

From among the military
officers Pinochet has been
criticised for ‘weakness’ in
the face of the rise in labour
militancy of the recent
period.

The symptoms of the
‘weakness’ are seen to Dbe
Pinochet’s offer at a meeting
of 600 stooge ‘trade union’
leaders of a faster rate of
money wage increase (at a
time when inflation 1is
officially
promise at the same meeting
to ‘review’ the case of 60
miners who were sacked

Defiance of the Martial
Law Regulation, restrict-
ing pohtlcal activity and
strike action, still contin-
ues in Pakistan.

On January 2, police fired
on thousands of industrial
workers demonstrating in
Multan, killing five and
injuring two.

In protest, workers In
Multan have continued to
demonstrate avary day.

SooTet TTiomy TELoTe D
$ITgsTy LI TIT LTI
STTRIINE DRI TEERISEI (T IT LS

The casuaity fnigures arsz

zared 1o be much higher,
since 3 workers from the
textile factorv in Multan are
still missing.

102 people were arrested
in Peshawan and Mandan,
under the charge of “planming

: Z2monstration

I s> scale  arrests  of

falling), and a

during the recent strike at the

El Teniente copper mine.
Pinochet has also come

under fire from former
members of the fascist
Fatherland and Freedom
movement, whose leaders

want to become the heads of
a civilian base organisation 1n
support of the dictatorship.

Too isolated

The military, they say, 1s
too isolated from the people.

Pinochet answered these
internal dissenters with his
referendum.

Voting was compulsory
and voters were asked to vote
‘yves’ or ‘no’ to the following
proposition;

‘In the face of inter-
national aggression unleashed
against the Government of
our country, I support Presi-
dent Pinochet in the defence
of Chilean dignity and 1
reaffirm the legitimacy of the
Government of the Republic
to lead with sovereignty the
country’s process of democra-
tisation’.

‘Result’

Pinochet decided that the
most convincing result for

" |Chile referendum |
laccording to plun

such a referendum would be
75% ‘yes’, 20% ‘no’ and 5%
spoiled papers. So that is how
the ‘result’ turned out.

Oust rivals

Pinochet clearly regards
this as a sufficient answer to

his rivals and certainly in |

going ahead ‘successfully’
with the referendum he
appears to .have scored a
victory over the other
Generals of the Junta who
had publicly opposed the
referendum. |

It could be, therefore, that

Pinochet is on the point of |

an attempt to oust all poten-
tial rivals in the military.

‘No more elections’

The day after the referen-
dum he gave an example of
the ‘democratisation’ for
which 75% of the population

had allegedly voted.

There would be, he said,
‘no more elections, no more
voting and no more consul-
tations’ in Chile for another

ten years.
He seemed to be in no

doubt that he would by then
still be dictator.

The all-out verbal war
which broke out ten
days ago between
Kampuchea  (formerly

Cambodia) and Vietnam

reflects many
sporadic

certainly
months of

~ border fighting between

the two countries over

~ the last year.

It is at the present time
impossible to know whether

it reflects more than this

because of the extremely
unreliable nature of the

. Teéports.
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equiped than the Vietnamese,
who have Soviet and captured
American arms including
many aircraft. |

Hard to believe

It is also hard to believe
widespread reports of a full-
scale Vietnamese invasion of
Kampuchea whose objective
is to seize the capital Phnom-
Penh and install a puppet
government.

Such a move
contrast very sharply with the
Vietnamese leadership’s
continued stress in its public
statements on the wurgent

K"’k Memot../ .
y 7 “\'«’

1 6100 Ninh

e

i ,HoChi Minh cn_ _

{ Saigon) e ta——————

It is almost impossible to
believe, for instance, the
claim reportedly made by

Kampuchean radio on
January 6 that 30,000

Vietnamese (and some
Soviet) soldiers had Dbeen

killed or injured in one day’s
fighting. |

Astounding

This would be astounding
in view of the fact that the

Vietnamese armed forces con-

sist of an army of 615,000,
plus 50,000 frontier security
guards and an armed militia

of 1,500,000 while the

Kampuchean army 18 not
much more than 80,000
strong and much less well

Pakistan martial

law defied

pu—
- o T
— at i, o -

made 1n order to contain
demonstrations for the PPP's
planned Democracy Day
(January 5), calling for
Bhutto’s release, and for an
early general election.

The government has
continued 1ts manoeuvres to

leader before the promised
election.

As the pro-Moscow Pakis-
tan National Alliance (PNA)
has long since proved 1ts
inability to provide a viable
‘national’ leader, Wali Khan,

the leader of the defunct -

National Awami Party (NAP)
has been bailed out of jail by
the Hyderabad Special
Trruanal as an alternative to

.“ - - -

- o - -
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Tribunal has granied Cai 3
14 of 1ts leaders.

Immediately upon his
release Wali Khan began to
negotiate with the PNA
leadership.

Statements so far show

General Zia-ul-Haq.

He mlght not however, be
able to enjoy the leadershlp
of the National Democratic

Party (NDP: front for the
illegal NAP) as a single organ-

ised formation.
Some prominent

with him, have refused to

leave prison until the martial

law - authorities agree to
reverse the consequences of
the military operations

riad out by Bhutto from

-t emm

gt -

- - -
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S.TT=2r regroupments and
spiits affecting the PPP and
other formations as various
factions jockey for position.
Meanwhile General Zia has
managed to secure diplomatic
and economic aid from the
western bloc and from ‘‘third

NAP
leaders who were granted bail

ira2 moves towards

need for a negotiated settle-
ment.

Most of the (fighting
appears to have been in a
region known as the Parrot’s
Beak, a part of Kamphuchea
which juts into Vietnam and
comes within sixty miles of
Ho Chi Minh City.

The Kampuchean leader-
ship has long made the
nationalist complaint that
Vietnam has over the last
century confiscated nghtfully
Cambodian territory.

It has rejected plans by the
Vietnamese leadership for an
Indo-Chinese federation as
“Vietnamese imperialism™

The latest war of words
broke out when the Kampu-

In brief

TUNISIA

The leaders of the UGTT
(the state-sponsored union
federation) have called off
the phosphate unions’ dispute
even though the government
has granted only some of its
demands. But the atmosphere
of dispute has now spread to
agriculture with a 24-hour
agricultural workers’ strike.

MOZAMBIQUE

The government of
Somara Machel has
nationalised—with compen-
sation—virtually all the inter-
national banks. in the
country.

POLAND

Fourteen leading CP mem-
bers, including Edward Ochab
First Secretary of the Party
for a time in 1956 and later

Head of State, have written
a maihlicr lotter Ademandme

would

WAR IN
S.E.ASIA?

chean ambassador in Pek
announced that Vietnam L
invaded deep into Kam:
chean territory.

- The Vietnamese leaders
has admitted that it
occupied territory but tl
it has said, was in self-defe:
against contmued food ra
by the Kampucheans.

The Vietnamese call
negotiations on the dispt
has been echoed by Mosc
which has blamed the disp
on provocation by Peking.

Hanoi began by present
the dispute as one betw
brother countries and cal
on the present Kampuclm
government to join an In
Chinese federation of state

But the Vietnamese
newspaper later characten
the Khmer  Rouge

‘reactionaries’.
The Chinese bureaucs

- has hinted that Vietnan

territorial  ambitions
fanned by Moscow, bu
has also called for m
tiations. |

It is only a few wi
since delegations to Pel
from Vietnam and Kar
chea received dramatic
different receptions.

New alliance

Pol Pot, the Kampucl
leader, was given €
possible public honour
the Chinese leaders, who |
‘arranged a new alli
between the Kampuch
and the military dictator
in Burma.

Peking also tried to
mote a closer relation
between Kampuchea and
new right-wing pro-Chi
military dictatorship
Thailand.

And Vietnam too has
out its diplomats to
capltahst support iIn
region.

The Vietnamese for
minister, Nguyen Duy Ti
has made a hurried
around the countries of
reactionary imper:
sponsored ASEAN alliar
‘Indonesia, Phillip
Malaysia and Thailand.

Behind this dispute
the desperate material n
of the Indo-Chinese ma
especially Kampuchea w
is calculated to have on
the most economically t

ward countries in the wor
The leaders of the Kl

Rouge from their
imposed isolation
entirely the internatior

perspectlve which woul
necessary to resolve
problems.

Build leadership

Nor, despite their call
a federation, can
Vietnamese Stalinist bure
racy tied up with the inte
of the Stalinist bureauc
of the USSR offe
convincing proletarian 1
nationalist conception o
socialist unity of Indo-(C
as part of the unity
socialist state of the worl
- Both Vietnam and Kai
chea must be defended b:
workers’ movement ag
any attempt by imperi
to exploit this conflict
undermine the vict
against imperialism in 19

But it 15 only througt
building of truly revolu
ary leaderships in Kampu
and Vietnam and a poi
revolution to owverturn
bureaucracies thal proket
internationalism  and
matenal neads o: the o
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at root of

dollar crisis
- Trade war measures stepped
- up to cut US deficit

. At the beginning of 1977
itere was much discussion in the

pepitalist press of the forth-

ing boom,

" Now, one year later, they

we looking back on the wreckage
pd asking whatever happened.
,  One characteristic common

o

all the major capitalist
pountries in the last year has been
failure of the growth of the
onomy to reach the levels
ich were being officially pre-
>tod “the year begarl.

~ Asked why he was
warded the Companion
pf Honour award, TGWU
der Jack Jones
ounced 1t was because
of his national role in co-

pperating with the
povernment.
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jec =5 T .r2aucratic  actions
Kz -::- s72 mainstay of the
pei:=:: o7 he government's
R-:: oo:ises o7 wage control.
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-problem was

These figures show that the
most severe in
Western Europe and worst of all
in the country we are so
frequently told experienced an
economic miracle in 1977-—
Britain. -

Manufactured goods

Japan's relatively high
economic growth last year was
achieved, despite a fairly stag-
nant home market, through a
sharp increase in the export of
manufactured goods which has
given it a huge trade surplus.

The trade war measures
recently taken against Japanese
exports by the US and the
European Economic Community
will make it increasingly difficult
to maintain this growth rate
through exports.

The profound imbalance in
the world capitalist economy is
also shown by the fact that the

Officially expected
growth of Gross
National Product

United States economic growth
rate, which was also compara-
tively high, was maintained only
at the cost of a gigantic trade
deficit.

At the beginning of the year
the official forecast was that the
USA would have a balance of
payments deficit in 1977 of 3
billion dollars.

In the event it turned out to
be 20 billion dollars, an unforseen
disaster which has once
again been shattering confidence
in the dollar.

The international value of the
dollar in terms of other currencies
has fallen about 10% in the last
six months.

US capitalists have been
divided about what to do about
this fall.

- Some, fearing domestic infla-
tion above all, have wanted it

stopped.

- Others, especially exporters

Outcome for
1977, latest

OECD estimate

early 1977

USA 5.25
Japan 6.5
W. Germany 5
France 4.5
UK 15

Jones

litting a finger to do anything
1o raise pensions—has made

He has revealed that he
~Ir2s 1o pe doing some
“vErs2as lecture tours tor
n: Government . This s
T _Tzzolznis Zouarle nalk tor

4.75
6
2,75
3

nes talks his way to
wealthy retirement
on full pay

British investments abroad
and attempting to win trade
union bureaucrats overseas to
his own class collaborationist
positions. ~

He 1s treading the well-
worn path of many American
labour bureaucrats who have
accepted lavish CIA handouts
for international speaking
tours.

Lib-Lab coalition

Except that Jones will be
paid not by the US bourgeois
government but by the
British Lib-Lab coaliton. Not
so much a Companion of
Honour as a Companion of
Capitalism.

Jones has haa the nerve to
claim that he accepted the
royal bauble ‘on behalf of’
the trade union movement.

Workers who have had
more than enough of Jones’
policies should join together
with one voice - through
therr union branches and
shop stewards’ committees -
and give Jones clear instruct-
ions as to what he should do
with it.

and those that compete with
imports, have seen the fall of the
dollar as another protectionist

device which also cuts real wages.

The Carter administration has
implicitly gone along with the
latter position by not intervening
to hold up the dollar's value,
hoping also that the worsening
international position would twist
the arm of the US Congress into
passing the energy bill which,
Carter hints, will solve the pro-
blem by reducing oil imports.

R

‘%

Carter

FLEET ST. LAYS DOWN

Fleet Street had a field
day last week ‘exposing’
the doctor who allowed
lesbians to have children
through artificial mmsem-
ination.

The

dreadful threat to

their immaculate conception

of family life was supposed to
chill the marrow in our bones
—despite the fact that
children born to lesbians who
have no sexual contact with
men are by definition wanted
children.

The papers dragged out

their right wing ‘outrage’
spokesmen  including  Jill
Knight.

Acceptable?

As one lesbian mother told
the Observer, (which rejected
the gutter press approach):

‘“Does she think it would
be acceptable for somebody
like myself—an admitted
lesbian—to have sexual inter-
course with a man—which 1
find repugnant, and then give
birth. Would she like me to
resort to picking up a man on
the streets?”’

Women and men who
invaded the offices of the
London £Evening News to
protest at the story made
lesser headlines.

The  Daily Mail for
example, (which operates
from the same building as the
News) did not carry a single

word about the protest.
Cheered

Obviousiv thev el it petigr
' ~oul o Taess
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But last week Carter ¢éame up
against the contradictions in the
policy of ‘benign neglect’.
| In particular he was told in
Saudi Arabia that unless firm
action was taken to stop the
dollar’s slide, Saudi Arabia would
cease to argue for stability in the
oil price.

A monetary ‘swap’ arrange-
ment was hurriedly made with
West Germany, and old ones
reactivated, so as to give the
American Federal Reserve Board

material forces putting down the
dollar are so strong that these
extra reserves may last no time at
all and so worsen the situation.

Contradiction

As an alternative, the Federal
Reserve had raised interest rates
to attract speculative finance
capital into the US, |

- This new measure carries the
contradiction that it may tend to
hold down the already depressed
level of capitalist investment.

(the equivalent of the Bank of It has been calculated that at
England) reserves of foreign 2.36 pm. on January 27, the
currency with which to buy up Gross National Product of the
dollars in the market and hoild up USA will, thanks partly to

the price.

This policy worked wonders—
for precisely one day. .

On Friday last the value of the
dollar fell back about as much as
it had risen the previous day.

inflation, for the first time reach
the annual level of 2,000 billion
dollars.

The fall of the dollar and the
failure of the United States capi-
talism to lay any new foundation

for secure expansion and
Relunctant accumulation, however, suggest
The announcement of the that this ‘event’ will not be

West German baling-out operation
was, therefore, not enough. -

The US Government seems
reluctant to actually use the new
foreign exchange it has acquired
to buy dollars.

No doubt

greeted with much waving of the
stars and stripes.

One symptom of capitalists’
reaction to 1978 is that last week
the Wall Street stock exchange
index fell to below 800 for the

it fears that the first time since 1975.
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the right of replyto the witch-hunting article.

The protestors  were Propaganda programme,
cheered by some of the journ- Any  Questions.  began by
alists ' on the Ervening Nesws detending  the women, to
and suceeded in forcing the oS ol protest  from the
Mmaniacemen: -7 THg mamer ©- Judicnce Secing  which  way
give them fzht o7 oreriy To e wind o was o blowing
the article  altzosms  tae  ADmock rapidiy orevised s
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The dead-end futility
of the evolutionary road
to socialism peddled by
Labour ‘Lefts’ is plainly

iltustrated in the latest:

edition of their shabby
weekly journal Tribune.

Contrasting the depth of
the capitalist crisis with the
fortunes of the ‘left’, the
‘What Tribune Thinks’
column bleats plaintively
‘Why is not the Left in the
ascendancy everywhere?’.

Deliberately ignoring the

Tribune

reactionary policies vigour-
ously pursued by social

democratic parties in almost
every country on the globe—
their collaboration with wage
cuts, job-cuts, speed up,
social service cuts and anti-
union laws and  their
involvement in bourgeois
coalitions— Tribune gropes
around for another answer.

‘Leadership’

‘Is it possible’, the column
continues, ‘as some on the
ultra-Left argue that it is all a

Firemen and their sup-
porters demonstrated 1In
Coventry town centre on
6 January as part of their
campaign for a 30% rise.
Coventry Trades Council
helped  organise  the
march and there were
banners from  Rolls
Royce and the LPYS.

Though small -perhaps
100-150 attended—the
demonstration reflected the

matter of ‘leadership’. If only
the working class is given the
paper ‘leadership’ then all will
be different?’.

Such a view would mean
that the grovelling reformists

| that swell the ranks of the

Parliamentary Tribune Group
cease to troop into the
lobbies time and again to

support the Lib-Lab
Coalition.
Obligation

It would mean them
accepting their obligation to
break the Coalition and fight
for the removal of the
Callaghan/Healey leadership—
putting forward a socialist
alternative to wage controls
and mass unemployment.

This is too much for
Tribune to swallow. Dismiss-
ing all thought of a fight for
principles the editorial goes
on to point out the yawning
gulf between left reformist
theory and practice that
renders them impotent.

‘To put it very bluntly the

left has its utopian vision and .

its very proper analysis of
capitalisms’ failure, but its
concept of transition from
one to the other s

PRESS GANG

End of the line

Stand bv to shed a tear
for ex-NUR President.

Dave Bowman.

Up till last week he had all
the trappings of his £4,000
a year union post, plus the
prestige of an ‘important’ job.
In short, a man to look up to.

And this week? Well
things are not quite so hot for
this loyal servant of the trade
union movement.

As his job came to an end
he looked forward to his
reaward.

Nothing too grand. Just a

.~ ple management job in the

~2rsonnel department,
:-~~ping strikes and keeping
- wages, the kind of

+ --x a2 was used to.
347 jor some inexplicable

-

-.::~~ ne has been scorned
-, -~z management colleagues

P |
.-

-2 sent him back to

-
- —

-

-« - 1n2 tfootplate of a

-
-— . a = - ?"-ﬂ ~
. - C A -« i

Sundayv

" 2 -24 think I could do
.= <“z- rhe Board m
~- _-3. =z,3m0ns. [t seems

that someone in the Depart-

ment of Transport does not
want mv expertise . . . Asitis
I have already been measured
up for an engine driver's
uniform”.

The Express felt sympathy
for poor 64 year old Bowman
who will spend all of three
months on the footplate.

“Mr Bowman, a lively and
cultured man, who can recite
the Robert Burns epic poem

To a Haggis in dialect, was

formerly a member of the
Communist Party and fought
seven elections on its behalf.
But he resigned from the
Communist Party in 1970
and is now regarded as far
from being a trouble maker’’.
It is not just indignity of a
former Communist Party
member having to go back
onto his job. At £47 a week
the pay is so lousy!
% k % ¥k ¥

One reason why the FBU
leadership needed a week’s
grace before the recall con-
ference was to give the press
time to do its job.

The moment the Execu-
tive sellout became Kknown
the strike went into the past
tense in the newspaper
columns and Parry and his
Executive were elevated to
the status of statesmen.

But the Sunday Times—
resolute with support for
wage cutting policies—was
not having any of this soft
talk. The promise of pay next
year outside the planned 5%
limit was too much fo
swallow.

‘It is right to be pleased
that the firemen’s strike looks
like ending, but not with the
way it has been resolved . . .

‘Even as Ministers are them-

selves warning that Yyet
another phase of pay restric-
tions will be needed, they are
working- out special
exceptions’.

The solution? [If the
unions want to avoid wage
control they must learn to
control their wage claims—
using the Basnert formula ot

v,
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determination of the firemen
to continue their strike.

The interviewers, looking
for cracks in the strike came
away disappointed.

“Indefinitely”

To the blunt question
“How long can you stay
out?”’ they received a blunt
reply “Indefinitely””.

But the problems of

political perspective and the
inadequacy of the firemen’s
self-styled - ‘supporters’ was

.men should

highlighted by a speech at the
end of the march by ‘left
MP Audrey Wise.

While she praised the
organisation of the strike,
Wise refused to take a
position on whether the fire-
accept the
government’s offer (although
she did ask firemen to “look
with considerable-skepticism
on promises for the future”
and ‘‘take note of the public
support they had”’).

In place of her earler

_incoherent’.

For these cynical oppor-
tunists this is simply a round-
about way of saying that
there should be no fight now
for socialist policies. But
Trotsky showed in the Transi-
tional Programme the real
nature of such ‘socialism’.

Two parts

‘Classical Social
Democracy, functioning in an
epoch of progressive
capitalism [the nineteenth
century | divided its
programme into two parts
independent of each other:
the minimum programme
which limited itself to
reforms within the frame-
work of bourgeois society,
and the maximum
programme which promised
substitution of socialism for
capitalism in the indefinite
future.

Between the minimum and
the maximum programme Nno
bridge existed. And indeed
Social Democracy has no
need of such a bridge, since
the word socialism is used
only for holiday speechi-

Callaghan

_government  will

fying . ..

Insofar as the old, partial,
‘minimal’ demands of the
masses clash with the destruc-
tion and degrading tendencies
of decadent capitalism—and
this occurs at each step—the
Fourth International
advances a system of transi-
tional demands, the essence
of which js contained in the
fact that ever more openly
and decisively they will be
directed
bases of the bourgeois regime.

‘Superceded

The old ‘minimal’
programme is superceded by
the transitional programme,
the task of which lies in
systematic mobilisation of
the masses for the proletarian
revolution’.

(Transitional Programme
Folrose Ed. pp8-9)

‘What alternative do the
Tribune opportunists have to
offer to this clear perspec-
tive?

They blather about
‘capturing the minds’ and
appealing to ‘reason and
intelligence’,  characterising
the fight for socialism as
a grand armchair debate in

which the best arguments will
win out.

Gradualists

Like the gradualists of the

little-known Socialist Party of
Great Britain, who believe in
doing nothing until a

majority of the whole popu-

lation has been won to 1its
ageing banner, Tribune
virtually announces that its

tacit support for Lib-Lab
policies will continue
indefinitely:

‘In political terms that

. means the Left working hard

to convert the majority tc its
policies. There is no other

way. No little band of
theorists provides an
alternative’.

Alternative?

Two million unemployed
and fifteen million workers
suffering wage cuts at the
hand of the Callaghan-Steel
wonder
whether Tribune offers an
alternative.

‘No self appointed ‘leader-
ship> will be able to lead
where the majority will not
follow,” blusters Tribune.

But neither can the
‘majority’ follow unless a
‘minority’ is prepared to
come forward and give a clear
lead. Tribune has openly
scorned such a task, thus
ramming home the need tfor
a Trotskyist leadership rased
on the method and demands
of the Transitional Pro-
gramme .

To puild such a leadersnie
is the task undertaxen °v 1oz
Workers Socialist League

against the very

Audrey Wise retreats again
on firemen’s pay fight

denung¢iation of wage
controls and rejection of the
line that firemen are a
“special case’” she merely
threw in the remark that she
doesn’t view government pay
policy ‘‘with any particular
sympathy’’.

Pernicious

But Wise sidestepped all
the main questions. The
whole emphasis was on the
fact that the claim was
‘“qust’’, the firemen were
‘‘skilled”” and the even more
pernicious idea that:

“There’s no way the
government can defeat the
firemen, whatever form the
struggle takes’’.

But Wise did call on the
trade union movement to
continue financial support
and castigate the TUC
General Council for not
reflecting the views of the
labour movement.

She finished her speech by
calling on the firemen to
“keep united, keep deter-
mined and keep on fighting
for fair wages because your
job is important to us’’.

Wise

Her speech, for all it
weaknesses, was well receivec
by the firemen but th
dilemma they are In wa
summed up afterwards whe:
one of them said to a T\
interviewer:

“Our problem is we’ve go
no way of getting at th
government’’.

Audrey Wise could hav
begun to solve that dilemm
with a strident call for indu
trial action on wages alon
side the firemen and a cle:
statement of her intent
fight to break the Lib-Le
coalition, drive out the coali
ionists and fight for a ne
leadership in the Labo
Party.

She was not able to mal
such a call because she
clearly not prepared to lead
struggle with such revolutio
ary implications.

Colquhour
baled out

Labour’s national organis:
ion committee has ruled th
the successful attempt to !
move Maureen Colquhoun
Labour candidate for Nor
hampton North at the ne
election was unconstitution

The Labour leadersk
have learned much from
Tory infiltrators at Newha
in the way of tactics. Th
have paid particular attenr
to the kind of technxal
used by McCormik and Le
is in the courts.

Having lost jhe fht m T
constituency. the party M
eaucrats have rulsd that t
ward meeting where the
process began had besn =l
with insufficen: zaiace
The ocommirizs =
commendmz thit 132 N
executive u2bhohds (o

-

houn's appeal o= Jaz =3 &




RITAIN SENDS IN

e uneven develop-
t of capitalism in
and, which contrasted
eavily industrialised
in the North-east of
nd with an agrarian-
economy in the
of the country, was
gradually alter after
- establishment of the
ern State in 1921.

¢ decline of the
lonal Northern indus-
| (textiles, ship-building
engineering) in the face
creasing foreign compe-
continued throughout
period, but reached a
| point in the late ’fifties
large scale lay offs of
ers 1n these industries
ed unemployment
g skilled Protestant
ers as well as Catholics.

Subsidies

the same time the
erm  government was
ning its traditional
ctionist  policy and
ting a strategy of attract-
foreign investment

subsidies.

1958 the Control of
tactures Act, which
teed that majority
holding in any
anies should remain in
ssession of Irish capital-
‘as repealed.

Anglo-Irish trade agree-'

was concluded in 1960.
- development of major
ment and trade between
)in and Southern Ireland
d not only Britain’s
d2 towards both
ns of Ireland, but
10 ally changed the
1Icns between North and

s well.

Opposed interests

2 Jrucial factor in the
oI the Northern State in
st place was the diamet-

opposed economic
s of Belfast and

-2 the Southern native
s needed a protec-
»olicy (a major part of
s and  subsequent
Rule campaigns), such
1oy would have meant
i Zeath for Northern
.+ whnolly dependent
I &:t o trade with

Z2v210pments of the
LnZ2rminec this con-

£y ¢

HE TROOPS

flict of interest and a period
of North-South economic co-
operation began.

Talks between the two
Premiers, Lemass and O’Neill
began in 1965.

Reaction to these talks
within the Unionist Party
was extremely hostile.

Right-wing petty bour-

geois elements led by the

Rev. Ian Paisley used these
talks as the platform for a
campaign to remove O’Neill,
who was regarded as being

“soft on Catholics™’.

The actual progress of
O’Neill’s economic policies
did not bear this out.

Like Lemass, O’Neill had

sitnce 1963 been wooing
multi-national corporations
to invest in Northern Ireland.

However, his policy of
establishing efficient trans-
port facilities to mainly
Protestant areas in the East of
the six-counties, rather than
to the depressed Catholic
areas, like Derry, demon-
strated his continuation of
the policy of discrimination

in favour of Protestants.
Discrimination
- Male unemployment in

Derry and Newry remained at
around 20%, whereas in the
Protestant towns it rarely
exceeded 3%. |
Discrimination was also
applied in housing. The
existence of a housing qualifi-
cation for locai council
elections meant that refusing
a person a house effectively

disfranchised him. -
In places like Derry th
Unionist Party only held
control by gerrymandering
the electoral ward boundaries
(30% of the population
elected 12 Unionist
councillors, while 70%
elected 8 anti-Unionists).

Homeless

Resentment among the
Catholic community against
this discrimination broke out

initially over the question of

housing.

A Housing Action Com-
mittee was set up in Derry
agitating for homeless
families to squat, and organis-
ing various protest activities.

However this was
restricted to minor incidents
such as blocking the road
with caravans.

The Civil Rights Campaign
only developed into a mass
movement after the demon-
stration in Derry on October
5, 1968.

Barricade

This march had been
banned by the Home Affairs
minister William Craig. Never-
theless the organisers decided
to proceed.

The 2,000 strong march
was stopped by an RUC
barricade about 200 vyards
from its starting point.

A police cordon moved
behind the marchers and the
police in {ront launched a
baton charge.

This attempt to smash the
Civil Rights campaign at its
inception had the opposite
effect to that intended.

A march over the same
route on November 16, 1968
attracted between 15,000 and
20,000 people.

Attack

The crowd was only
prevented from attacking the
police barricade protecting
the city centre by the inter-
vention of the Citizens
Action Committee, an organ-
isation of middle class
Catholics, whose role was to
restrict the demands of the
Civil Rights movement to the
democratic ones of *‘One Man

-One Vote’ .

They attached themselves
to the movement in the hope
of attaining a share in the
power of their Protestant
better-half. |

The other main demands
of the Civil Rights movement,

“One man, one job” and
“One man, one house”
showed its real content.

The aspirations of the
Catholic working class were
not for formal legal equality
with the Protestants, but for
an end to their economic
deprivation.

The demand for “One man
-one house’ got its sharp
edge not from discrimination
against Catholics, but from
the fact that in 1967 no
houses at all had been built in
Derry! | |

The ‘““One man, one job”
demand derived 1its force

from the increase in unem-

ployment in Catholic areas.

While it was necessary for
socialists to demand an end
to discrimination and
privilege, it was even more
important to recognise that
many Protestants had the
“privilege’ of living in 19th
Century houses, which were
unfit for human habitation,
and the  “‘privilege” of
working for wages one third
lower than that in the rest of
Britain.

While many  socialists
formally recognised this, they

failed to develop this recog-
nition into a programme

which could have provided a

concrete alternative to the
legalistic outrage of the
Catholic middle class.
Demands for a programme
of useful public works and
for work-sharing without loss
of pay could have posed
solutions to the housing and
unemployment - situations
which could have decisively
broken from the endless

protest demonstrations = to
pressurise  the  Stormont
government to ‘redirect

investment’ to Catholic areas.

Eamonn McCann after the Peoples’ Democracy march from Belfast to Derry in 1970
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These demands could also

Bogside barrricaded the area
~and established a “‘vigilante™
force to detend ir.

also tested this leadership.
The RUC besieged the area
but were held at bay for three
days by stones and petrol
bombs.
This challenge to the
Northern state machine by

This was done not to
protect the Catholics—who
had just shown their ability
to protect themselves— but to
stabilise and defuse a highly
volatile situation where the

of Aden, Cyprus and Kenya,
but in the same way as a
‘leadership’ which needed to

isolated their influence to the

their paper Socialist Worker

Catholic community can be
strengthened.”

Tacit support

The IS went on to carry an
interview with a Mr Ray Bur-
nett, saying:

SR

Cathal Go ulding

Protestant working class and

relate this principled position
to a concrete practice of

intervention around a series

of transitional demands
which would have brought
them into head-on collision
with the demands and tactics
of the Civil-Rights leadership.

FORERUNNMNER OF THF DAY
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8By The Editor -
HAROLD WILSON'S ‘Labour’ gov-'

Catholic ghettoes. carried the astounding state- demanded theirr immediate
| . ment that: and  unconditional with-
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politics—particularly a left-
wing variety—out of the
movement.

sending of troops.

COCTMMITTED

FORERWVMNNER OF THE OAMLY

. . £é .
the  Catholic  population ‘When they [ the troops] coument ot Jain e b it T
threw the Chiche Ster_Clark al'l'lved It was m arveuo tus. I Little different ﬁz&e‘;}:}f u(;fikglsler-—(latholic and .' * ik e "‘"\‘é‘i{;ﬂ{:"s
government into chaos. mean they were a lot better e i e ettt 55, mae
‘ than the bastards of the RUC . sy Snd b i ' o '
The Southern lreland — 1n, “B® men™ Outside of the develop- R e A S
government  under  Jack This tacli]tl ?S.su ort for ment of demands for class S Tt
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Square called for a United class by the Irish groups '
Nations Peace-keeping Force! became somersaults on the
o | other side of the Irish Sea. Stageist
Vlgllante force The International Marxist -
The besinni - Group aped the ambivalent Under the leadership of
” et_ egmmnghs. qf an attitude of the Irish left. Cathal Goulding, the IRA had
?elie;:l]geweon toth t 1153 1nsane . A Its faPZB Bfalcgégwa?’f ; Cin adopted a stageist conception machinating  behind  the IRA army convention the
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- people  of Creggan and treated not as the imperialists nati ' support Oor a separate o :
onalists opposed to an ! P
PD Y Northern command, which rovisional Army Council of

the IRA under the leadership
of Sean MacStiofain.

- Although this crzan:isation be ‘exposed’. thi '
was inadequate sven in its e dissension af | the political 11 December 1969 at the “Choice”
more developed form of ~The Experience But after August 1969 the . : P a
Bogside Defence Assocoiztiorn™ “Where We Stand” column ri%rgg e-)EIStf-d' ;I; © ‘%[ugtﬁst A similar split occurred in
in the August riots o7 14452 i The working class of read: .. . . Conﬂic?tuaal}clm q rought - this the Sinn Fein, the political
provided the ®asis i-- <2:  Northern Ireland  would Opposition to imperial- oe wing of the movement.

establishment

supposedly have to wait for

ism and support for all move-

Vindication

The split was in no way a

 defence guards. 2xperience to teach them the ?;:::,t,s of National Libera- pl'in%iplf':fi one. |
.Strc:fnhgesemléaosdsfg a;;‘ei.jé‘;::_ ;;Mnature of the British .Th.is change., explained The inability of the IRA betfveih :hbzlgirul\;;;agtglljigg
over services and Jscan-s T=e IMG certainly weren’t neither at the time nor since, to d.efelndl the Catholic areas, reformism and straight-
within the Catholic ar2: ng 12 2]l them. The article reveals the deep-going oppor- f\ig%‘; tgilro)l/icugtrl?a zgaﬁ; dwgleegﬁ forward nationalist, anti-com-

Isolated

But the failure ot the ielt
- wing of these bodies. notabtly
' the Derrv Labour Party

Bogside as well as Belfast
will learn that real indepen-
dence does not come in the
torm ot British troops.”™

The International Social-

tunism of this group, which
starts from the moods and
confusion within the working
class rather than workers’
objective needs.

burned down, seemed to be a
vindication of the views of
that section who favoured a
purely military approach to
the national gquestion.

This section found support

munist militarism.

Neither wing offered the
revolutionary leadership
necessary to defeat imperial-
ism in Ireland.

- Young  Socialists  led by ism group fnow the SWPY in The Socialist  Labour in an unexpected area—
Eimornn McoCann. to develop their usual slavish response to League (fore-runner of the among three Fianna Fail
| & strateze or oreahising therr the existing consciousness of Workers Revolutionary Party) ministers in the Southern C luded diti .
oL 2o T Protestant and the masses refused to even COfI’CCtl}-’ saw the use of government B]angy Haughe\; onciu neXt edition
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'IN REVIEW

REFORMS AND
THE FIGHT FOR
GAY RIGHTS

A review of ‘Coming Out—Homosexual politics in Britain, from
the nineteenth century to the present’ by Jeffrey Weeks,
published by Quartet Paperbacks at £3.935

~ Ten years ago, the
Sexual Offences Act
legalised  homosexual
activity between males
pver 21. But since the
passing of this ‘liberal
act, there has been an
Increase in prosecution
of homosexuals.

+ ‘Queer-bashing’, police
harrassment and the sacking
of gays who ‘come out’
accompany the day-to-day
deprivations and restrictions

experienced by gay women
P.nd men alike.

i The recent prosecution of
ay News {for blashphemy
ollowed the press witch-hunt

of Thorpe, and in the US,

Anita Bryant has launched

the campaign against homo-

Eexuality in the name of

“decency’. |

a Localised

- If we see them separated
from real historical develop-
ents, there seems to be
othing new about such
ttempts - to. repress
omosexuality.

Homosexual behaviour has
een present throughout
history, and the reaction of

ifferent societies has ranged
rom total acceptance to the
most vicious repression.

i But the existence of
pecific homosexual social
oupings and sub cultures
s been far more localised.

. In the advanced capitalist

nations of the late 19th

century the growth of such a

community was  deeply

rooted in the massive trans-

E’_formations of society which

'were  produced by the

Elndustrial Revolution.

Crucial
E Urbanisation, and above
‘all the changes in the struc-
ture and function of the
family were crucial in shaping
this process.

X~ = LT L™ e gre s
P -

-
-

- - .
- WL = - - - -~ —e— - - - ~
: -
—
—

—— - - e e - Al -

-~ gmm 4+ W = - - -

— - . -
- - - - . - - —~ - - - — - -
: “'\ nd i T
- - - W R Sy e = A el . ——— Ve
+
_ i -— ——— - e - - P -
- v - .
“q:_-n-:-; -.n} - = - ~ -_—';;--— ;q-b -
v R S et - - - o e o e W - -—— -
-
-
-3 - LS TyS < e SUmSm e am
- & ‘.\-.5. e — — ey - -La&ba.l
- -
- - -
- -
h---v -—ﬁ'- -n-ot--.,‘-’ Al e -‘\oh
-
-
- a— My = - L —— —— — . g
u » - - » .
A e — Ny et e — S b
-~

------------

........

l\- 3
Fig 3 '
£ g T
o > )
4
W e e TN
B e e SRR s
St R
B Ry R . . AR il . -
R e e et
5
2 S
;E;'.' o
bk
Sage v
l...’é;':. Loloin i e, o :,' '{?'. .....
e Sl
T g % 2
v RTaCEEMNES. XEE S5
PR HESTORS  -.. PRS0 o
3 TN 5
Rt oy, 7
QR e L R et . SRR
L : o SIS e A - - ...,
........ . ETRQTT X o al-. Qo R e w0 0] T
....... Av o S aeom B
14528, 4% o% . & @0000OR ST T S
_'_:'.r:::.-.-.;:;:: & q;;‘.:‘.:._._ e
B R poy iy e
%3 R AR iy R -
SRR
NP 5 o R RS '
; 3 K B PR
l’s ) -‘:v s.-‘l.'- e <'-'-
......... 3 . {.-.;‘7 . s i e
L =3 B 7 ok e 2
........ 4 w9 o e a
Ly 7 . o
............. B o Lr i
et '.j.\'.:.'- * s X%
R
” 2% i e R %
5 52 s A S
: S SRR
3 i % R A A ,55 .
i R S
B s A R
PR s pt s R o :

200,000 join march against Amta Brya

sexuals, who resisted all these
attacks in various ways.

A major form of seli
defence was the creation of

- the homosexual reform move-
. ments. Over the last century,

these have fallen into three
distinct phases.

The first emerged in the
last quarter of the 19th
century and -was closely
bound up with both the
growing terrorist movement
and the beginnings of
scientific study of sexuality.

Thorpe

Particularly
where the movement was at

in Germany,

its  strongest, homosexual
srganisations  also  formed
clase  links with socialist
TLovements,

From 1897 until the split
az22r reformists and revo-

_.IiTnanes. the German
s-o.x. Democracy  consis-
-zm v surrooried the repeal of
-zoo2wslv2 @Zsiation. and the
_tmm—om-st Przrtiv continued
Tnisrziitiznoun 1o 1930,
T mrizrmatnional move-
—2n7 Jl.oirsel zlmost totally
11m 1ms Z2lzzisoanzlicted on
Th2 WOTSInZ Jiass o e
©H9303s, Tw tma2 petravais of
Sizhrnxm anZ the s o1

ARl RS R
o
"y CY

nt an
fascism.

The second phase was very
different in character—slowly
coalescing during the long

boom, it was thoroughly
reformist in its politics and
generally conservative—

especially so in Britain, where
its activity centred on
lobbying the establishment
with discretion and decorum.

This polite relationship
was rudely shattered in 1969
by the eruption of the Gay
Liberation Movement with

the Stonewall riot in New
York.
Increasingly associated

with the counter-culture and
‘the Movement’, Gay Libera-
tion emerged along with the
‘New Left’ and the Women’s
Liberation Movement, placing
a heavy emphasis on youth,
bravado - and individual
liberty.

Chaos

Typically petty-bourgeois
its politics were at once
utopian and reformist.

The Gay Liberation Move-
ment has been in a state of
political and organisational
chaos for several years now,
and Coming Qut 1s very
closely a product of that
crisis. ‘

Increasing numbers of
gays have recognised that
attempting to reform capita-
list society 1S no way fto
resolve their demands.

They have turned 1in
varying degrees, towards revo-
lutionary socialism, and as a
member of the Gay Left
collective, Weeks represents
part of this new orientation.

Partial story

In Coming QOut he
attempts to provide a history
of ‘Homosexual Politics in
Britain, from the Nineteenth
Century to the Present’, but,
as he comments himself, the
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book
story’.

[t is not so clear that he
recognises why the story is
‘partial’ in a way that makes
it at least as frustrating as
it is informative.

‘tells only a partial

' Material basis

The homosexual reform
movements cannot be under-
stood without analysing both
the material basis from which
they have sprung and the
wider range of political
responses and activity which
developed alongside them.

Weeks partially recognises
this necessity, and surrounds
his accounts of the move-
ments with a framework
which connects them to
wider social and political
developments.

But this framework is
none too robust in itself,
and provides only occassional
and flimsy support for the
central structure.

However enticingly

y Rihts faly in Seattle last June.

A0

B

garnished, the book semains a
collection of essays on related
themes in social history.

- What Weeks has not
recognised 1s the conira-
diction which is fundamental
to the attempt to present a
history of the reform move-
ments by concentrating
heavily on the movements
themselves.

Basic failing

They simply do not
possess sufficient autono-
mous existence or continuity
of tradition for this to be a
viable approach.

Such a  basic {failing
accurately parallels the p pol-
tical weakness of the ‘revo-
lutionary ’ elements in the
gay liberation movement who
insist on
political organisation.

This position has its
origins as much in the atti-
tudes of supposed revolution-
ary socialists in the recent
past, as in the internal history
of the gay organisations. |

Weeks points out that the
support of socialists for the
demands of homosexuals has
been almost exclusively on
the basis of support for legal
reform.

The inadequacy of such a
position was sharply charac-
terised by Lenin:

‘He who forgets his obli-
gation to be in advance of
everybody in bringing up,
sharpening and solving every
general democratic problem

is not a social democrat’.
What is To Be Done

This level of support was
expressed clearly enough in
1917 when the Bolsheviks
repealed all the repressive
legislation of the Tsarist
autocracy, and only coercive
sexual behaviour remained
punishable.

But a democratic legal
code does not ensure f{ree-

autonomous -

dom and equality—at this
level the dictatorship of the
proletariat was merely accom-
plishing the democratic tasks
of the bourgeois revolution.

Sexual oppressiorr and the
distortion of sexuality are
inherent in all forms of class
society.

They can be abolished
finally only by a development
of the productive {forces
sufficient to end universal
want, and allow the develop-
ment of socialism.

Hampered

But in different societies
these forms of repression are
present to different degrees,
and the task of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat i1s to
socialise domestic life and
replace the bourgeois family
unit.

Advances | were
undoubtedly made in this
direction by the Russian
Revolution, but - they were
severely hampered by the
economic and political pro-
blems facing the revolution.

Even these limited gains
were ruthlessly and inevitably
swept away by the Stalinist
bureaucracy: in 1934 homo-
sexuality once more became a
criminal offence, with heavy
penalties.

Opportunities

The lessons of the Revo-
lution and Stalinist degenera-
tions in Russia must be fully
integrated in developing a
thorough Marxist analysis of
sexuality and sexism.

The opportunities to make
such an advance are far
greater today than they were
for the Bolsheviks.

The bitter experience of
the restoration of the family
in the Soviet Union must be
used to enrich our political
understanding  of  sexual
oppression.

In developing and putting
into practice such an analysis,
the investigations of
bourgeois science (particu-
larly psychology and anthro-
pology) cannot be completely
ignored.

- Insights

They also need to be
employed alongside  the
insights provided by the
feminist movement in recent
years.

Coming QOut In no way
completes that vital project.
But in bringing together his
own research with previously
scattered information, Weeks
has provided a useful source.

The homosexual reform
movements do form a signifi-
cant area of 20th century
politics, and at present there
is no fuller account of their
history in Britain.

The book cannot be
recommended for its analysis
(or its price), but comrades
will find its information a
valuable contribution.

By DAVID
WHITFIELD
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|COUNCILS
'|OF ACTION

First part of a two part series on the historical experience of

Councils of Action
were the names given to
all-inclusive local workers
organisations set up in
Britain on a number of
occasions during the
great class battles in the
years that followed the

1917 Russian Revo-
lution. |
They represented an

advanced form of organi-
sation for struggle and
implied a challenge to the
reformist leaders of the
working class movement,
even to the running of capi-
talist society itself.

However, because they did
not mature in a way that was
promised at their birth, it is

Councils of Action.

was small, isolated, and
divided, especially before the
setting up of the Communist
Party in August 1920.

In the meantime the
horrors of the imperialist war,
the inflation and the speed up
in the factories increased the
militancy of ordinary workers
in the union branches, the
Labour Parties and the Trades
Councils.

First impetus

The first impetus to
expand on the local workers’
organisations that already
existed was provided by a
meeting known as the Leeds
Convention, called in May
1917 to commemorate the
February = Revolution in

Party, Tom Quelch, was
Chairman of the National
Committee set up by the
Convention to establish the
new councils.

- Banned

Conferences of councils
of workers and soldiers were
held in a number of towns
throughout the country.

In Glasgow, a meeting was
banned by the police and the
one in London was broken up
by hired hoodlums.

Leaders of the ILP like
Phillip Snowden were also
hostile to the new organisa-
tions, and the Leeds Trades
Council was driven to
conclude that their
‘promising propagandist’
work could ‘best be done by

R

The Russian Revolution was the inspiration for British Councils of Action.

necessary to say something

about their nature  and
limitations.
The treachery of the

leaders of the trade unions
and L.abour Party in
supporting the imperialist war
in 1914 and agreeing to limit
wage increases and strikes, led
to a series of revolts amongst
rank and file workers.

Outmanoeuvred

The shop stewards’
movement provided the most
militant response, but they
were defeated by their lack of
political perspective and out-
manoeuvred in the end by

government and union
leaders.

Many militant  workers
looked :ior leadership in the
Indercenient Lazou- Pario
bur =5 Lo Tzl T -
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Russia and attended by a
wide range of delegates from
various working class organi-
sations including 207 from

local Labour Parties and
trades councils.
The most important

decision of the Leeds Conven-

~tion was to set up councils

of workmen and soldier
delegates. |
According to one of the
future founders of the
Communist Party, Robert
Williams of the Transport
Workers Federation, these
were ‘to - break the influence
of the industrial ““machine”’,
and according to Sylvia Pank-
hurst of the  Workers
Socialist  Federation, they
were to prepare for a ‘provi-
sional Government like the
Russian  Socialist  Govern-

i
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New Council

existing organisations’.

The ambiguity of function
of the all-inclusive organi-
sations of 1917 did not
prevent the development of a
number of similar bodies
during the many important
struggles of the period.

Strikes

In January 1919, two
months after the end of the

war a number of strikes took

place in the big engineering
centres for a forty hour
working week.

In Belfast the
Council constituted
“Council of Action’ to run the
strike. |

This was apparently the
first use of the phrase, but
similar arrangements were
seen tor example in Hudders-
tield during the railway strike
2 November 1919 where a
sTUllil Jommitiee ‘compri-
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directly affiliated” which dis-
cussed dealing with the
existing situation in regard

to provisions and other
necessaries.
The  first time  that

Councils of Action leapt to

national prominence was in

August 1920 during the cul-
mination of the campaign
against the War of Interven-
tion by imperialist forces
against the Soviet Union. |

Development

It is significant that the
development of new organi-
sations and new policies in
the workers’ movement
coincided with the defence of
the first successful workers’
revolution.

In May 1920 dockers in
London refused to load a ship
called the Jolly George with
munitions to be sent to the
Poles to fight the Russian
Red Army.

Later in
seemed possible

the summer it
that the

“British Army might itself be

sent there to help the Poles.
After a series of local
demonstrations, a meeting
on August 13th of over 1000
representatives of  various

different working class bodies
and including all the main
irade union and Labour Party
leaders, agreed to strike
action in the event of the
extension of war against
Russia.

‘Strictly limited’

A national Council of
Action was set up to support
and make propaganda for
these policies.

The national leaders of the
unions and Labour Party who
were members of the Council
began to negotiate with Prime
Minister Lloyd George to
persuade him to call off the
war against the Soviet Union.

At the same .time, they
called on local organisations
to form all-inclusive Councils
of Action, carefully pointing

Ernest Bevin

1.
-

out that their ‘mandate was

strictly limited’, and the new
local bodies were ‘not in any
way to usurp the functions
of Trade Union Executives’,
especially so far as the with-
drawal of labour 18
concerned.

Councils of Action

The local Councils of
Action set up during the next
few = weeks usually by
meetings of trades council
executives, Labour Parties
and union branches, found it
necessary to go beyond their
instructions in a number of
Wavs.,
Firstlv. did discuss
; action.

they
strike

ce 3 mrangro
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though they did. not carry it
out.

The  Liverpool Trades
Council Executive for
example decided ‘to use all
possible means in its power to
stop recruiting and transport
of munitions’.

Secondly, the Councils of
Action tried to take up
questions other than those
for  which = they  were
originally established, notably
opposition to the war against
Irish independence and to
unemployment.

The third way in which
Councils of Action went
beyond the limits set by the
leaders was in organising
themselves to perform
functions not  generally
considered by local workers’
organisations.

Sub-committees

Thus at Merthyr Tydfil a
network of sub-committees

was set up to cover every
phase of the life of the

‘workers.

This was said to be
necessary because ‘the normal
functions of trade unions are
over and there is no
machinery to take up the
functions in a systemic way,
preserve order and carry out

necessary administrative
work’.
It was actions such as

these that led the Directorate
of Intelligence to write to the

Cabinet on September 16th
that the Councils of Action:

were ‘taking on more the
form of Soviets’ and that in
some  places they were

‘forming plans for the seizure
of private property and

means of transport’.

withe,

This was not really true,
but what was obviously
causing concern in the highest
circles was evidently the plans
to exempt essential services in
the event of strike action.

Speaking in the following

'__—___ B

TUC ‘left’ Cook
‘so-called Joint

~ .

4

" JH.

October, Lenin drew out the
same significance in the
setting up of the Councils of
Action.

Although it did not cali
itself a soviet:

‘that is what it was. It was
the same kind of dual power
as we had under Kerensky
from March 1917 onwards’.

Possibilities

In other words, it opened
up revolutionary possibilities,
though it did not necessarily
get near to achieving them.

Even though local
Councils of Action remained
in existance until well into
1921, the national Council of
Action was disbanded as soon
as 1t became obvious during
the previous autumn that
British troops would not be
involved in the war against
the Soviet Union by Poland.

In the years from 1921 to
1925, various forms of joint
activity showed the momen-
tous possibilities that
remained.

In April 1921, before the
leaders of the Railwaymen
and Transpott Workers indic-
ated their refusal on “Black
Friday” to support the
miners in their fight against
wage cuts, many local forms
of joint action were discussed
for the widely expected
general strike,

Preparéd permits

In Birmingham a ‘Joint
Trades Union Emergency
Committee’ was set up which
prepared permits to allow the
transport of essential goods
and also food vouchers to be
1ssued through the cooper-
ative society.

As well as a number of
similar schemes during other
struggles in this period, a
National Federation of
Trades Councils was also set
up during 1922-3,

This came increasingly
under the influence of the
Communist Party and opened
the possibility of a chain of
command within the trade
union movement, separate
from the reformist leaders.

Control

However, since neither the
rank and file trade unionists
who set up the new Federa-
tion nor the Communist
Party could see the possibility
of acting independently, the
bureaucrats set up in 1925 a
Consultative
Committee of Trades
Councils which has served to
retain their control until the
present day.

By John Dochertyv.
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SPEKE STAYS OUT
AGAINST SPEED UP

Shop stewards feel that
the full time officials who
have supported the 9-week
strike by 4,000 workers at
British Leyland’s Triumph
plant in Speke, Liverpool, are
beginning to change thelr
poslt:on

The reason for these doubts
are the leaked statements claim-
ing that Leyland’s new Managing
Director, Michael Edwardes, is
planning to close the plant.

The cause of the strike was

the sudden refusal of manage-

ment last October to honour the
mutuality agreement—which
provides for manning levels to be
mutually agreed prior to imple-

mentation or_ subject to a
mutually agreed temporary
arrangement.

The followmg clauses are at
issue:

“leﬁcultles associated with
Manning Levels, methods, equip-
ment, layout, individual or group
ability which are raised will be
discussed objectively and a
genuine and constructive attempt
made to resolve them. ~

“1f these difficulties cannot be
resolved then the appropriate
reprasentative of management and
the steward (s} must agree a
temporary arrangement on which
the job will continue while an
initial or further study is
conducted.’’

This section of the agreement
was a substantial obstacle to
Leyland’s drive for speed-up and

total management control of man-
ning levels.

Edwardes

The value of mutuality on
manning levels is demonstrated
by the contrast between working
conditions n Ford’'s Halewood
piant and in the Triumph Speke

even as lLeyland attempt
the screw to attain
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The conference called
last Sunday by the Liver-
pool Trades Council in
support of the firemen
provoked a very import-
ant discussion on the way
forward for the strike.

The motion from the
organisers in front of the 160
delegates—half of them fire-
men—called for general
support including a one day
solidarity strike on January
16; this was modified by the
authors to read ‘‘a one day
strike if called for by the
FBU recall conference on
the 12th”.

In opposition to this
policy was an amendment,
moved by Bucks FBU and
seconded by Darlington FBU,
calling upon those trade

Liverpool dockers on
January 8 voted over-
whelmingly to continue
the strike which has shut
down Merseyside Docks
Harbour Company.

This 1s the first major
strike -by Liverpool dockers
for four years.

The strike was provoked
before Christmas by a

management refusal to pay
men of the twilight shift who

-

union leaders who say they
support the firemen to call
their members out on their
own claims now.

Moving the main
resolution, Terry Fields, a
new member of the FBU
executive from the North
West who voted against
acceptance of the deal, made
no mention of the tanker
drivers or power workers in
a 45 minute speech.

The successful amendment
said:

“In order to break the
isolation of the firemen and
win the full claim it is crucial
that other sections of workers
take strike action now on
their own claims.

This conference therefore
calls upon all sections with
claims outstanding, in partic-

they claim left early to catch
their buses.

The two men involved
went on strike and manage-
ment reallocated their work
to other gangs without going

through established
procedure.

The issue involved 1S
clearly a management

challenge to the measure of
union control of allocation

of gangs.
The Dock Company have

At the last Sheffield
AUEW Shop Stewards
quarterly on December
7, Hugh Scanlon was
invited to give his retiring
speech by the Stalinist-
dominated District Com-
mittee. A speaker from
he FBU was also invited
to attend.

Scanlon had the audacity

to publicly attack the fire-.-

men’s strike for not accepting

ular the power workers of the
EETPU and the tanker drivers
of the TGWU to come out
now alongside the firemen to
break the 10%.

Further delay would not
only leave the FBU in
isolation but would make
their own claims much more
difficult to win if the firemen
are beaten.

Both the and

TGWU

EETPU supported the fire-

men at the TUC. Now is the
opportunity for them and the
rest of the 17 who voted with
the firemen on the General
Council to.put their words
into action”™

The amendment was
bitterly opposed by the Com-
munist Party controlled plat-
form.

The chairman said that it

Dock strike continues

tried to force independent
arbitration but this has been
rejected by shop stewards.

On January 5 the tug-
boatmen, shore gangs and gig
boat men voted to black any

ship attempting to leave the]|
port, so the docks are now at

a complete standstill.

Today the
2,000 dockers who work for
independent firms came out
in support.

remaining

MORE MASS MEETINGS...
MORE EGGS FOR
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the TUC Finances and
General Purposes Committee
decision to accept the 10%.
“If they were in the
AUEW we would lose no time

in getting them back to
work”’, he added.

At this point uproar broke

out, with militant stewards
shouting him down, much to
the embarassment of the
Communist Party members.
The meeting of well over
100 stewards then voted full

- support for the firemen and

was wrong to point the finger
at particular trade union
leaders. What was required

- was ‘‘general solidarity”

Moving the amendment,
Mick Rowlinson from Bucks
brigade argued that the only

_effective way to break the

isolation of the firemen was
for those sections with claims
outstanding to come out
NOow.

One day solidarity strlkes

he said would solve nothing

and direct away from real
action.

Supporting the amend-
ment, Alan Thornett, a dele-
gate from the 5/293 Branch
pointed out that since the
Lib-Lab coalition was formed
in order to continue the wage
control policy it could well

fall if that policy was
destroyed.
This fact he said had

motivated the TUC and the
entire official leadership of
the trade unions since day
one of the strike, to ensure its
isolation. |

No mention

No-one who held the view
that the present government
must be supported above all
else could in reality support
the firemen. ,

Eddie Loyden, a local
left’ MP pledged his full
support to the firemen but
went on to say that the

government must be
protected at all costs.
He ° defended one day

strikes and made no mention
of the tanker drivers or the
power workers.

The WRP moved an
amendment calling for a
““campaign to bring down the
conspiratorial coalition
government’’  which  was
narrowly defeated.

The conference, although
small, provided the forum for
an important discussion on
the way forward for the

_strike.

It is essential now that
the perspective in ‘the Bucks-
Darlington amendment,

which was carried overwhelm-

ingly by the conference, is
taken into the recall confer-
ence on Thursday and used as
the basis for rejection of the
offer.

overwhelmingly passed a
WRPsponsored . motion
calling for the setting up of a
Council of Action based on

Scanlon attacks firemen

engineering union branches

-and stewards committees to

back the firemen against the
10%.

The
District Committee has, of
course, done nothing about
this.

Not a single AUEW banner
was to be seen on the local
firemen’s demonstration the
following Saturday week
despite official invitations
from the FBU.

In fact the District Com-
mittee in its minutes covering
the quarterly seems to have
reversed the meamng of the
stewards’ vote.

Clearly, however, most of
the stewards who voted for

Stalinist-dominated

this motion also want to fight -

for it.
Action

This fight for a delegate
council of action must be

taken up in every engineering

union branch in the  area,
directing against the treacher-
ous District Committee and
fighting for real support for
the firemen.

This means engineers
organising action to smash
the 10% themselves. Only in
this way can the fight be
broadened out to include
other areas of the local labour
movement—most importantly
the Yorks miners.

CP defeated on policy [camden

Councll
of
Action

The development of

support for the firemen’s |
|

struggle beyond mere
words was shown by the
setting up on 3 January

of a Council of Action in

Camden.

This followed discussions
within the Trades Council,
local Labour Parties and the
FBU in the area, all of which
centred on co-ordinated and

real action in support of the

strike.

Meeting

A letter from the Kentish
Town FBU sent to the Trades
Council during December
urged the setting up of a
Council of Action and
Camden Labour Party Secre-
tary John Braggins, as the
result of discussion in the
North Party GMC, wrote to
the Trades Council Secretary
R. Dunnett urging joint
action.

The result was a meeting
held on 3 January between

‘the Trades Council Executive

representatives of the four
Camden FBU branches and
the - Labour Party.

Demonstration

The Council of Action
have now published a leaflet
calling for support for a
demonstration on Tuesday 10
January, and in general terms
for industrial action.

What is necessary now is
for a further development of
this policy directed at those
union leaders and ‘left’ MPs
who have expressed support.

Other groups of workers in
Camden can  now be
approached, notably the large
number of NUPE members in
the area to take part in joint
action to defeat the 10%.

This struggle will go on
whatever the outcome of the
Firemen’s Recall Conizrencs.
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On the Wednesday
before Christmas the 11
week old strike at the

London Metropole Hotel
ended in defeat and the
sack for the seven
members of the General
and Municipal Workers
Union still out.

Since October 10, after
over 200 voted to strike for a
£50 minimum wage, the
Metropole dispute passed
through a number of phases
and inevitably, critical turn-
ing points where decisions
had to be taken.

Tendencies

Tested out in this struggle,

which challenged the 10%
pay limit and the TUC’s
12-month rule were not only
the hotel workers themselves

and the flght against their

OLOHd
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own Jleaders, but also a
number of political
tendencies. |

Drawing a balance sheet of
the strike and in particular
the lessons it holds for
militants who will be involved
in future struggles in the
hotel industry, must mean at
the same time an assessment
of the method and practice
of these organisations.

It is important to place the
start of the Metropole strike
in its political context.

12 Month rule

The Lib-Lab coalition
Phase 3 strategy of a 10%
limit on wage rises had been
introduced shortly before
along with the 12-month rule.

The GMWU bureaucracy,
who had been at the fore-

- — A i

_ Steel sackings plan

20% of the 1200-
strong  workforce at
Osborn Hadfield steel-
founders in Sheffield are
threatened by a manage-
ment announcement of
planned redundancies. 40
staff and 250 shop floor
jobs are to be axed.

Management are blaming a
““fall in orders’’ for this latest
attack, which will aim to
utilise ‘natural wastage’ and
voluntary redundancy to
erode resistance in the plant.

The necessary fight to

PR T U S R A “'1’11\ ‘F;vm .o

front in support for previous
wage control policies, played
a leading role in forcing the
12-month rule through the

TUC. .

Wages Council

Aside from this, they have
for many vyears actively
participated 1n maintaining
low wages in hotel and cater-
ing by propping up the class
collaborationist Wages
Council which sets minimum
wages for the industry and
which had by October
already produced proposals in
its Green Paper for a paliry
£4 rise on rates scarcely
above £30 a week.

Quite apart from their
long and dishonourable
record of sell-outs and ‘sweet-

heart-union’ style agreements
with the likes of Trust Houses
Forte,

they would take any measure

..........

necessary to defeat a strike
which challenged their
strangle-hold on the indepen-
dence of their membership.

No support

Despite assurances to the
contrary from GMWU full-
time officials before the
strike began, within days it
had become clear that official
support from the wunion
would not be given.

On the contrary, Tilston,
the union recruiting officer,
who had led negotiations
with management, on the
second night tried unsuccess-
fully to get the strikers to dis-
band their picket lines.

The following day regional
official Romp instructed
them to return to work.
Though these attempts failed

it was inevitable that

they made an impression on
the weaker sections who had
in the main not been active
on the picket.

The combined effect of
these being driven back to
work and others who had
found jobs elsewhere left
only 60 strikers remaining.

From then on it was clear
that this number, which was
to dwindle still further, by
themselves could not win.

But what had happened

at the Metropole was not

taking place in isolation from
events elsewhere. In fact it
soon became apparent that a
wages movement was build-
ing up throughout the
London hotels workforce
which raised mass action

around the £50 minimum
wage as a real possibility.

The fate of the Metropole

claim was to depend on the

spreading of the fight to these
other sections of the working
class.

It was this assessment and
perspective which had been
fought for by supporters of
the Workers Socialist League
within the Hotels Action
Committee, which, from the
earliest days of the strike,
had given assistance.

Production of strike bulle-

- tins, appeals for finance and

support for the pickets was
organised from its regular and
frequent meetings.

Action

But it was on the key issue
of mobilising action on the
£50 minimum wage from
other groups of
workers that the Action Com-
mittee concentrated.

complicated by the fact that
much information will be
held at the Weir Group's
major Cathcart complex in
Glasgow.

The likelihood is that the
Communist  Party union
leadership there will follow
the notorious example of
their comrade James Airlie
at Govan Shipyards and turn
a blind eye to workers’
problems in order to ‘‘save’’
their own skins.

But the fight remains vital.
There must be no question of

frade unionists blindly
accepting management
IS e e 4 e e an - P S § Earl
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orders.

And if orders are falling,
then the answer to be fought
for i1s not redundancies—
“voluntary’> or otherwise—
but work-sharing on full pay
to divide the reduced amount
of work among the whole
existing workforce with no
loss in earnings.

Nationalisation

This must lead to the
demand for the nationalisa-
tion of all the remaining

private sector firms in the’

steel industry.

Mass pzcket of the etropoe

catering .

Workers in a majority of

the city’s largest hotel chains,

including Centre, Rank and
Grand Metropolitan had, by
now, submitted claims for
this demand. That this figure
though GMWU official policy
1s considerably below what
could be considered a decent
living wage (and lacks the
vital call for an inflation
proofed cost of living clause)
is not, in itself, the issue.

The fact was that a strike
was aiready underway on
this policy and its unifying
cfiect created conditions for
many thousands more to be
brought out alongside them.

Super-profits

In this sense the stakes
were high as under threat

were not only the super-
profits of the hotel owners
but the far from remote

possibility of such a move-

........
..................

ment spreading beyond the
industry and linking up with
those others opposing Phase
3.

All this was not lost on
the GMWU national leader-
ship and they quickly organ-
ised to head off and derail the
pressure that was building up.

Adjourned

Centre Hotels, among the
best organised of all the hotel
chains, were their first and
biggest problem. The workers

London branch had a policy

of action uniess the claim was
met and negotiations seemed
unlikely to produce conces-
sions from the employer. The
GMWU’s tactic was simple;to
prepare a claim in excess of
the £50 and send in Fred
Cooper, the National Officer,
to play for time. The
outcome was a three-week
adjournment for the
company to ‘reconsider’ and
the first of similar setbacks

which left the Metropole
isolated.
Grand Metropolitan’s

claim, submitted as far back
as August, was two months
later, suddenly found by
union officials to have been
‘mislaid’. And Rank Hotels,
whose workers had previously
thrown out a compromise
deal were then able to
convince leading shop
stewards in the company to
argue for the 10%.

It was rapidly becoming
clear that the balance of
forces was swinging heavily in
favour of the alliance of
bureaucrats and employers,
and Metropole management
were not slow to recogmse it.

£ . £ &2 1. R B

situation

company had sent out letters
urging the remaining strikers
to return to work. With a new
developing the
danger of isolation was grow-

ing and the possibility of

saving the jobs of those still
out would not last long.

Sacking

A report at the beginning
of November that the GMWU
officials were attempting to
reorganise the union 1n the
hotel was further indication
that sacking was imminent.

Unlike struggles over basic
union rights where - the
numbers involved are almost
entirely subordinate to the
principles at stake, a fight on
wages provides room for
tacticalwetreats. |

Certainly, when forces
combine to make victory
impossible the major consid-

eration must be to get back

-
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Harsh lessons of
Netropole strike
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Centre Hotels, they co
have been an 1mportant fc

inside and begin the work

necessary to prepare for a
new situation.

This was the view taken
by the Workers Socialist
League, and in fact argued
openly by a WSL Action

Committee member at a
meeting on November 5.
Accepted
The only option open

apart from this would be in
the wunlikely event of the

Rank Hotel membership over-
turning their leadership’s
support for the 10% at meet-
ings early the following week.
Ranks voted to accept.

A battle then broke out
between those who argued
for this position and the
Metropole Strike leadership
itself, and in particular John
Bruce, GMWU Senior
Steward, who refused to
accept either the assessment
or the conclusions.

It was, however, not the
first time the call for a return
to work had been made. In
fact after the first few weeks

-1t had come from the Workers

Revolutionary Party, who
threw considerable resources

into the strike and had
influence W1th1n it.

Counting heads

Their call, based complete-
ly on an impressionist ‘count-
ing of heads’ method and
failure to grasp the dialectical
relationship  between the

lessening of pickets at the

Metropole and the build-up
of a movement in the other
hotels, was correctly rejected
with _]UStlfled hostility.
Subsequently, the WRP’s
involvement was negligible,
though with supporters in

in- preventing the sell-
there.
Support
Though when the f{i

came the WSL argued w
the strikers at every opr
tunity for a return to w
(while at the same 1t
organising and  declar
public support for
strikers’ continued fight)
majority voted to stay c
By the end of the follow
week the company circula
dismissal letters to the do
or so who remained.

By the fifth week of
strike the main questions !
been fought out and decid
At about this point and fr
then on the Socialist Work
Party began to orient
towards the dispute W
increasing  activism.

Echo

Their anti-polit;
combination of Discos :
fund raising activities at
expense of any attempt wi
soever to offer either anals
or perspective, not surprisi
ly found an echo with th
strike leaders who sha
their distaste for a scient
assessment of the ¢l
struggle. Unfortunately,
now even for those who
not, 1t was too late.

The strike ended in dem
alisation and defeat, all
more so as what was there
be salvaged was lost as w
The experiences are wo
giving time to consider nev

theless. For those sa
opposing forces \
inevitably be driven 1

conflict under different c
ditions as new strugg
emerge.
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Racist

High Court Judge Neil
McKinnon, stretched out
the hand of friendship to
fascism last week by dis-
missing a charge against
National Party leader
John Kingsley Read.

Read—who told an East
End audience ‘‘One down,
one million to go’’ when an
Asian youth was murdered in
1976—was set free with the
words ‘I wish you well”’.

“Rubbish

Judge McKinnon delivered
a statement lauding British
imperialism and saying that
racists were right to protest
against immigration.

“By all means propagate
the views you have but try
to avoid invoking the sort of
action which has been taken
against you’’.

McKinnon had already
told the all white jury (the
defence objected to one black
juror) that the evidence
against McKinnon was
rubbish and vague.

In June 1976 400 people
had listened to Read make
jokes about ‘‘niggers, wogs
and coons’ as well as the
infamous remark about an
Asian youth who had been
knifed to death.

peech
from
bench

McKinnon placed himself
clearly on the same platform
as Read before and after the
Jury acquitted him under the
1965 Race Relations Act of
intending to incite racial
hatred.

No doubt

His summing up left no
doubt as to which way the
jury was to decide. He told
them:

“You have got to look at
the circumstances and you
have got to allow toleration

" and freedom of the individual

otherwise we are all caught in
the grip of dictatorship,
repression and slavery.

“The fact is that a large
number of our forbears went
abroad. They took their
families, they made their
homes and they worked with
the local indigenous coloured
population.

“Such - was the affection
() engendered by those of
our. forbears in the local
indigenous population—in the
West Indies, Jamaica,
Bermuda, Guyana and many
other parts of the world—
that no sooner did the white
man grant independence and
freedom to govern themselves
than the black man wanted to
folow the white man to

England.

AT THE MOMENT WE ARE

ALLOWED TO HAVE OUR OWN
VIEWS STILL, THANK GOODNESS

“Of course we cannot
accomodate here unlimited
numbers of immigrants
coming into this country, but
it is not something to be
ashamed of.

“Goodness knows, we
have one and a half million
unemployed already and all
immigrants are going to do is

to occupy jobs that are
needed by the local
population.

“Homes are scarce. It is
said that immigrants will
occupy homes which are
needed by ordinary English
folk in this country.”

Political content

The case is notable not for
its outcome but for its open
political verbal content. The
bourgeoisie keeps the fascist
card up their sleeve ready to

play at crucial moments.
Judge McKinnon has laid his
cards on the table.

Other judges at other
times would have delivered
the same content of judge-
ment in a much disguised
form.

True nature

Communists do not look
to the courts to deliver us
from fascism and McKinnon
is to be thanked for revealing
rather than disguising the true
nature of the judiciary and

" state apparatus.

McKinnon has demon-
strated the nonsense of ‘im-
partiality’ by the courts or
that judges rule on ‘laws’
abstracted from
conditions.

The labour protests delib-

More Phase 4 talk

Never a week now
passes without further
signs that a fourth phase
of crippling wage
controls is being prepared
by the Lib-Lab govern-
ment and TUC leaders.

Last week was no
exception. Transport minister
William Rodgers, speaking in
the convivial atmosphere of
3=~ industrialists’ meeting in
L2rcesier. announced:

~The time has now come
o stop thinking of mcomes
polixy as 3 temporary exped-
wa! amxd to begin to accept it

is a necessary—and obvious—
component of economic
management and social
planning’’.

Wilfully ignoring the bitter
resentment that is rife
throughout the ranks of the
trade union movement,
Rodgers claimed that the
“mood of the country’ was
“ripe’’ for:

‘““ .. a constructive discus-
sion of how a settled incomes

policy can evolve alongside,

and in conjunction with a
substantial measure of collec-
tive bargaining”.

TUC backing ““‘would be
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essential”’, he added—clearly
confident that it could be
engineered.

Rodgers’ speech came hard
on the heels of similar state-
ments by Treasury minister
Joel Barnett, and both those
hirelings of the capitalist class
were echoing the words of
Healey and Callaghan over
the holiday period.

Repetition

The figure widely predict-
ed for this new straight
jacket on pay is 5%—a repe-
tition of the Phase 2 limits
which cut living standards by
an unprecedented amount
during 1976-7.

Meanwhile the TUC has
turned all its energies to up-
holding the current 10% pay

- limit—thus easing the way for

Phase 4.
Take action

Len Murray’s appeal to the
firemen to accept the 10%
cffer must be seen in this
light. |

Only if wage control can
be kept intact this year can
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Healey

the Lib-Lab coalition hope to
impose it next year.

Workers must take action
to ensure that these plans
are defeated, and that the

coalitionists that support
them are driven from the
Labour and trade union
movement.

socilal

Shooting war in
US miners’ strike

erately ignore this truth.

Like the infamous
Socialist  Challenge scoop
(where one magistrate was
moved and ten more took her
place) Labour MP Martin
Flannery demanded that
McKinnon be replaced.
Presumably by a judge who
will ‘be more careful not to
sound off so loudly.

David Lane—-head of the
impotent Commission for
Racial Equality—called for
prosecutions to be brought
under the stronger 1976 Act
where motive does not have
to be proved.

Bewigged

Dennis Skinner, ‘left” MP
for Bolsover declared that the
judges should be elected;
thus presumably promoting
those trade union and Labour
magistrates into the bewigged
world of the high court where
they can impose longer
sentences on workers.

‘Stronger’ Acts will solve
nothing. Fascism is the last
resort of the bourgeoisie
against the working class.

Forced to choose between

the working class and fascism

the courts will choose fascism

every time.

It is a breach of principle
as grave as that of Scargill
who turned to the courts
with equal lack of success
over the NUM wage claim
and, like the Labour lefts,
used the courts as a substitute
for action.

Defence squads

Those who oppose fascism
must oppose by mobilising
the working class against it—
the only class capable of
dealing with it.

Defence squads must
replace defence lawyers and
full support be given to
Asian and black communities
who organise defence squads,
by drawing in the whole
labour movement to join
them.

The answer to Read and
his little bunch of fascists is
not a stronger Race law.
When the working class has
dealt with him then will be
the time to say ‘one down,
not many to go’.

In the fifth week of strike
action by 188,000 US coal
miners, a 65-year old picket
died after being shot five
times by a pit security guard
in Kentucky.

Mack Lewis was gunned down
as pickets manned a level crossing
attempting to halt non-union coal

trucks., The guard bhas been
charged with murder.
Meanwhile in other areas

miners are going onto the offen-
sive in a bid to shut down the
non-union pits that at present
produce 60% of US coal output.

Dynamite

Teams of flying pickets up to
several hundred strong and armed
with guns, pick-handles and dyna-
mite have been roving highways in
Kentucky, Ohio and West
Virginia.

On one day alone last month
these teams caused five truck
loads of scab coal to be dumped
by the roadside.

And last weekend 500 strikers
firing guns and throwing dyna-
mite fought a battle with riot
police at a wharf in Indiana which
handles coal from three scab
pits. ' |

Three lorries and two cars
were blown to bits and two
haulage company offices were
firebombed, causing damage esti-
mated at £700,000. 194 strikers
were arrested and charged with
disorderly conduct.
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Railway depots and power
stations have also been picketed
by miners determined to ensure
victory against the employers,
whose strategy is to starve out the
strikers while relying on non-
union coal.

Meanwhile UMW president
Arnold Miller has been doing his
best to sell out the action in
negotiations which are reported
to have conceded to the
employers a ‘‘right to fire’’ clause
enabling the automatic sacking of
miners who initiate unofficial -
strikes or participate in flying
pickets of non-union pits. -

Token support for the UMW
was voted at last month’s AFL-
ClO convention—but so far no
official action to back the miners
has been called. o

Strikers must challenge this
and demand that steel, power and
transport unions are mobilised to
black scab coal deliveries and
ensure the miners win their life
and death battle on pay,
conditions and union rights.

And in mobilising the indep-
endent strength of the trade
union movement, miners must
also take a lead in the fight for a
political party to represent the
independent interests of the
working class—a labor party based
on the unions.

GERRY LARKIN

AS WE went to press details
were coming in of a tragic
building accident in Dartford in
which four tunnel miners were
killed and five seriously injured
when their lift plunged 140 feet
down a shaft on Monday after-
noon.

Among the dead was Gerry
Larkin, a wunion activist well
known to ‘Socialist Press’ seliers
in London during the recent
unionisation fight. We extend our
sympathy to the relatives and
friends of these victims, with the
hope that the accident will spur
on the fight for unionisation in
this sector of industry.




