NOV.28: THOUSANDS MARCH WHILE TUC LEADERS CRAWL

We can bring the Tories

The bosses’ government is in full
swing.

Nurseries, schools, old age people’s
homes, hospitals are closing as the health
and social services are cut to ribbons.

Democratic rights are under attack as the
Tories prepare a new Nationalities Bill.

Unemployment is rising as ‘lame duck’
industries shed jobs: 25,000 in BL, 13,000
in steel, 8,000 in shipbuilding.

All this is being done in the name of
profit—the jobs, living standards and services
of workers, women and youth ‘are being
sacrificed for the benefit of big business.
And, to coin a male chauvinist phrase, it’s
women and children first!

But women, trade unionists and youth
are not taking this passively.

There have already been massive mobilisa-
tions against the Tories’ attacks. On October
28th, tens of thousands were in the streets
demonstrating against the Corrie anti-
abortion bill.

November 7th, saw 20,000 marching in
support of Lambeth Council’s refusal to
implement the cuts. The following day,
50,000 students all round the country took

Fight the school meals massacre!

The thought of a 55p, 75p, of £1 school
meal in the New Year has angered many
parents throughout the country.

If the proposed Tory Law on removing sub-
sidies from school meals goes through Parliament
the eschool meals system as we know it will
disapear,

To cut spending on school meals by £200
million it is proposed to bring in more ‘conven-
ience’ food and cut staffing by 10 to 15 per cent.
This means 30,000 to 40,000 jobs lost in the
service in 1980/1 alone.

Most of these jobs are held by women working
part-time to fit in with their children and who
would in most cases find it impossible to find suit-
able work elsewhere.,

As a prelude to forcing through this Bill an
experimental snacks system has been operating in
Leicestershire since October 1st. Under this scheme
school pupils are no longer offered a school meal
but a series of snacks at commercial rates.

Thus a typical ‘meal’ may be 2 sausages (16p),
chips {(15p) 1 veg. (8p) and pudding for 15p. Water
is not provided at the table and a 1p charge has
been made for a beaker of water.

The effects are that either parents are forced to

down!

part in token occupations and other protest
action against the huge fee increases imposed
on overseas students.

In St. Benedict’s Hospital, Tooting, the
workers have taken control to stop the Area
Health Authority running it down to prepare
for closure.

The signs are that the November 28th
demonstration and lobby will be the biggest
yet.

No-one could doubt that women, trade
unionists and youth are quite ready to take
action against this reactionary government,

No-one, that is, except those who parade
as the leaders of the working class. Looking
round the TUC and the Parliamentary
Labour Party we see a pathetic bunch of
frightened bureaucrats who don’t want to
fight the Tories—and are doing their utmost
to keep back those who do.

In September the TUC voted against
calling a one-day strike against the Tories’
anti-union laws, but they did agree to a
“Day of Action”. Two months later, we’re

still waiting to hear when itis.
The attitude of most trade union leaders
is fairly typified by Fire Brigades’ Union

pay a minimum of 50p for an equivalent amount
of food but which is substantially inferior to the
old school meal or what has happened increasingly
in Leicester, pupils opt out of school meals and
bring sandwiches,

The new law will provide for local authorities
to charge for children eating their sandwiches in
the school area as well!

This is the sort of system that in January will
be introduced in many areas. By offering an
inferior school meal at shop prices, this will
effectively cut the demand for school meals to a
point where local authorities can legitimately argue
that there is no demand and set the scene for them
to abolish them completely!

When the experimental scheme was proposed in
Leicester there was no direction from the NUPE or
NUT leadership to oppose it. In fact, initially
NUPE leaders were welcoming the system arguing
that it would require more staff!

NUT promised only support for individual
teachers who wished to boycott the system, by
refusing to take part in lunchtime supervision.
Despite the fact that 2 out of 7 schools in the
scheme refused to co-operate with it and the
demands that have consistently been made by NUT
members for the local Executive Committee to

leader, Terry Parry, who declared at a South-
East Region TUC conference in October that
the TUC wanted to ‘lead from behind’!

But it’s not a/l inaction at TUC headquar-
ters.

The November 28th demonstration was
given official backing by an impressive array
of trade unions—including industrial unions
like the AUEW. Yet where were the calls for
strike action to make the demonstration
effective? They haven’t come from the
bureaucrats.

In the public sector unions there has been
a lot of noise about the cuts. Albert Spans-
wick, COHSE leader has even called for
occupations against the cuts., This had been
echoed by NUPE leader Alan Fisher—who
stressed that “work-ins” were the opposite
to and instead of strike action,

In fact, it’s only strike action at a
national level that will stop the cuts, But
NUPE members have only been instructed to
carry out a policy of °‘non-cooperation’.

As for the Labour Party—it’s difficult for
the Callaghan-Healey leadership to do much
to fight the cuts, unemployment or harass-
ment of immigrants, since in all these areas,
the Tories are building on what the Labour
government had already started.

Callaghan has said he’ll oppose political
strike against the Tories.

Many of the ‘left’ MPs have come out

lead a fight on this question, they have refused to
take any action, insisting that we must concentrate
our fight on the question of teacher’s jobs.

The officers argue that the cut in school meals
and transpott are not really cuts in education and

that perhaps.we ought to accept these cuts so that

educational standards don’t suffer,

Apart from the well documented evidence of
the failure of hungry children at school, cuts in
school meals and transport are happening alongside
teachers being sacked, class sizes rising, schools
closing down and a heavy attack being made on
nursery education with no fight being organised
by the NUT leadership.

The officers of NUPE have a disgraceful record
on the defence of the school meals service which
has been systematically run down under both
Labour and Tory governments,

They boast of ‘no redundancy’ agreements
with local authorities as staffing is slashed through
no replacement and drastic redeployment,
Kitchens have been reduced to skeleton staff.

Whenever there is a fall in the number of pupils
having school dinners, there is a corresponding
drop in wages and staff. NUPE nationally has made
no effort to change this basis for wages which
results in many women working for hours they’re

with noisy rhetoric against the Tories’ cuts
and deliberate creation of unemployment.

Women in the Labour Party should be
asking these ‘lefts’—what are you doing to
kick out this leadership that is blocking any
real action? What policies do you fight for
to bring down the Tories?

In opposition to the policies of the refor-
mists in the Labour and trade union bureau-
cracy, the Workers Socialist League fights
for all-out national strikes to defeat the
Tories’ attacks on women’s rights and on the
working class.

National strikes and other action, such as
occupations, would create the conditions
necessary for the calling of a general strike
to bring down the Tories, replacing them
with a government pledged to defend the
interests of women, workers and youth.

At a local level, strikes, occupations etc.
should be linked in councils of action, with
delegates from Ilabour movement bodies,
tenants committees etc..

The Workers Socialist League consistently
fights for a revolutionary leadership in the
labour movement around these policies—
policies that start from the needs of workers
and the oppressed and not the bosses.

not paid for, as it take the same amount of time to
cook food for 40 as it does for 60 or 70.
The NUPE leadership at national and local level

-..scandalously blames the membership for its own
- imactivity .

4, The membership wil/l fight, but they have been
kKépt in isolation and uninformed. They need
encouragement and direction from a NUPE
leadership that is prepared to really fight using
effective weapons. They should encourage
widespread strike action throughout the public
sector, calling for supporting strike action through-
out industry. This is the only way to defend our
children’s school meals and the women's jobs that
provide them, ,

There is no doubt that if we leave it until the .
next general election THERE WILL BE NO
SCHOOL MEALS LEFT. We have to bring the
Tories down, as the miners did in 1974, through
strike action.

Canteen staff and teachers must mount a joint
campaign to defend school meals linked to oppo-
sition to all cuts, rejecting outright any question of
priorities, But they will have to fight the ieadership
all the way to do so,




Voice is the women’s

Women's
magazine of the Socmllst Workers
- Party.

" Other offsprings of the SWP include the-

: Right- to Work Campdrgn Rank and _File,
e ) Hospltal Worker and, of tourse, the Anti-
R Nazi League.
All these organisations pursu¢ the Mmasses
“with an-array of glossy publications, similar
badges, posters and handouts.

| - “uced with a level of graphic design any ad-
T man. would envy—snappy slogans, simple to
: : understand, bright colours, lively photos.
Woman Worker would not criticise the
3 publications of the SWP for using good
©_ design to  convey their .politics.
. would recognise as a strength—but not when
it appears to.he the top priority, above. the
political content. - |
Women’s Voice attempts to appear left of
- . . Spare Rib and with an orientation towards
the working class by ustally putting strong
working class women on ‘the front cover.
The whole aim of Women’s Voice, like
that of the SWP, is to attract around them
. mass groupings. For them, it is size that
2> .. - counts, and in order to get it you must have
’ a good sell. But what is Women’s Voice
o setling?
- What are the pohtlcs of the SWP and
. Women’s Voice?
The current issue says:
“Women’s Voice is an organisation ‘that
fight for women’s liberation and socialism.
T - We fight for equal pay, free abortion and

Erat -

care provision, the right to work, against any
form of discrimination on grounds of sex,
~sexual orlentatlon or race’”’

N-POLI

In terms of propaganda these are all prod-

This we-

‘contraception, maternity leave -and child-.

Name. ...-aocan-c‘-'-c---ODCODCDO

. - ' ' B | Gmnwecks str:ke«mthncy and um!y were not enough

ICAL VOICE

This is its official 'position after a confer-
ence clarifying its -political links with the
SWP,

Over. the past years the magazine has
become a . hotchpotch of various feminist
articles with - a vaguely . socialist flavour.

Women's Voice June 1978 wrote:

“Women who never dreamed they could
put pen to paper have written to us about
- their everyday lives, their marriages, their
housing problems, their children’s educatron
their orgasms, -their rights to maternity leave
or lack of it. .

This report makes seeing a difference
-with Marjorie Proops, let a]one Spare Rib
difficult. -

The predomrnant pohtical line of the

SWP is whatever the basis, whatever the diff-
erences we must get together and fight.
“Unityis strength”, “‘the workers united will
never be defeated” o

But they are united—the strongest
example of rank and file action in the past
few vears must be the mass p1ckets at Grun-
wicks.

- . Unionisation

Th’_ousaridé gathered to fight in that

struggle for unionisation but mass solidarity

was clearly shown to be not enough.

It is a"question of who leads the working:

class. That struggle like hundreds of others

was betrayed and sold out by the trade_

union leaders.

It could have been won in days had the
leadership of the TUC instructed its
members to cut off water and electricity to
the firm. -

The fourteen month-long Garners strike

could have been won if the Transport and:

General  Workers Union (which has %

‘million members in London alone) had orga-

nised- strike action and effectiwe blackmg
They didn’t and. it was lost.

Similarly with the firemen’s strike. It was
the refusal of the TUC to support that strike
which led to its failure--not the lack of
popular backmg or Womens Voice street
meetings.

- The leadership of the trade unions
control 12%million and can mobilise enor-
mous numbers for demonstrations, for

—
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Please send me inore details about they
Workers Socialist League,
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Send to WSL, 31 Dartmouth Park Hlll
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-capitalism not in the corrupt reformist

M Aasses,

they were elacted to serve.

trade unionists and the numbars ara growing.
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Bolivian tm mines in 1945.

Conditions were—and still are ternbie -
but nevertheless, working women did have,:
the opportunity of wmnmg economw
independence. o

The posmblhty of women workmg down;
mines prior to 1945 reflected the fact that
Bolivian peasants, generally Quecliua ‘or
Aymara Indians, allow women to- buy. and:
sell in the market place, unlike other Latin
American Indian cultures, which keep. these
areas as male preserves ' S

Bolivian tin miners are amongst the- most‘
advanced and class conscious workers in. the::
world, but they still cling to the supersti=
tious . belief that women bring the devil:
(‘El T1o) down  the mines with them,
Women miners therefore had to remove their
voluminous peasant skirts at the mine head’ I;i
and put on men’s trousers,. whrch was
supposed to fool ‘El Tio*.

~ One former woman miner mtemeweda___
recently felt that the changing of clothes ™
‘symbolised the removal of all the chains of
her specific oppression as a woman for the
period she spent undeérground.
Since 1945 conditions have changed Pea- ;
‘sants still come to the mmmg towns: wrth ;

example the 1976 cuts demonstration of
80,000, but did those numbers save a smgle

nursery place?
The SWP locate the farlure to overthrow

leadership of the working class but.in the
waorking class itself. - ) SN
- They insist that you can bypass the = ~+:
bureaucracies and take no notice of them.
Programme and policies. for ‘removing
capitalism are unnecessary as long as mass of
people get together and fight.

The SWP argue that a scientific Marxist:
analysis of, for example, the crisis of capita-
lism will alienate and put people off. They
prefer to present instead pictures of fat
greedy bosses.

. Militancy is not enough nor is being told
how rotten the system is: As Trotsky stresses
in the Transitional Programme, it is crucially
a question of leadership, not of numbers,
of programme and not Just readiness to.
fight.

Of course, we must find the road to the
but never on just the lowest
common denominator. |

Many thousands of working class women
are coming forward in the-fight against the
Tory attacks but they want and need a
method of removing the system™that oppre-
sses, them beyond the flashy protest propa- .
ganda and the cry for socialism that | ..
Women s Ve ozce offers them : : -

HY WOM

Labour Party leadership manodu
the real questions of workers’ i
_ the specific questions affectmg ¥
appalling with sexist attacks on
questions of abortion facilities. -
Yet Woman Worker insists: t
‘the trade unions and the Labour?
Housewives isolated in the hy
the day-to-day questions of the ¢
ideal targets for reactionary .fg
potential strength “of the organised
Woman Worker calls upon
that lie ahead. We heliovethat tra
prepared to fight to |mprove
defend thew jobs and social ¢
The block that stands in
bureaucratic leadarship in every
Woman Warker calls:upon.
places and union branches, to
- policies such as demmdinn a ‘it
rate increases, wheraby. m
.inftation every month. This i in:
establrshmg a cost-of- lwmg
increases. S
Other pohctes mclu:la th&

-Woman Worker is the women's paper of the Workers
Socialist League, a Trotskyist organisation which is-seeking
to build a Marxist leadership in this country and inter-
nationally which, starting. from todays problems and
today’s consciousness within .the working class, will lead
workers in struggle to grasp the need for socialist
revolution, ° S

. ‘Women play a major role in the struggle of the working class to
overthrow the shackles of international capitalism. Women—in
workplaces and in the home—are doubly oppressed by capitalism
and the praesent crisis affecting the whole working class attacks
women disproportionately.

Woman Worker seeks to give pollclas and programme—a way
forward—to women who are oppressed by this capitalist system. We
believe that the leaderships of the traditional organisations of the
working class—the Labour Party and the trade unions—are not at
this time—and never will be—acting in the interests of the members

The Labour Earty leadarship for example has just pres:cled over
a five year period_ in government—a period when the working class
experienced the biggest cuts in rts wages and the worse unemploy-
men, since the 1930s. ‘

A period when women were given the paper rlghts of: Equal
Pay and.the Sex Discrimination Act with one hiand—and sheir jobs,
hospitals, nurseries and abortion faciities threatened with the other.

Women ara now 28% of the trade union movemant—3 million women—and mon-owodn

shop stewards, branch¢
exterfdmg this. fiﬂht féf
mamst thorr. ‘

But what have Len Murray and the TUC donae for woman? In
confmmo aftar eonfaronee trada -l ion buroaucrm llko tho.



ia_ccess to _economic support through their
-':;_.,.Young girls or ‘Cholas’ .are brought in

ffclothes and keep them to attract custom.
. "Miners go to bars to drink and dance after
\pay day and the ‘cholas’ are wooed assi-
‘ducusly by many suitors. There is no ques-
tion of sexual activity since -these suitors
snake sure that the ‘chola’ is never left alone
with any omne of them.

= ’If she agrees to marry her fiance must re-
;imburse the bar-owner for the money he has
spent” in finding, transporting and kitting
out the girl, capital he will use to replace her

; Wlth

Life expectancy

* -~ Deaths are frequent since life expectancy
for a Bolivian miner_is only 35 years, since
all of them pet struck with silicosis and
tuberculosis. Widows are evicted from the
tiny homes provided for some of theswork-
“force and paid some small compensatlon
‘They generally remarry.

<. Miners work 7 days a week, up to 12
“hours underground for just under £1 a day.

-

Lthelr wares but proletanan women only have

m the city by bar-owners who buy them -~

"~ Women

-

On top .of thiS they receive an allowance

of food coupons for cheap bread, meat,
sugar.and rice which they can exchange_' at
the ‘pulperia’ or company store.. | |

These stores are understocked as a rule
and women spend hours queueing for what
little food is available. The other disadvan-
tage to this method of payment is that, since

it is not part of the nominal wage, the

company pays no.pension or sickness allo-
wance on it.

Those who . are - lucky work under the
conditions described above. Others work the
exhausted miners as ‘locatarios’ with their
own tools and equipment, getting paid for

‘the tin they actually extract.

" Those still less fortunate. stand knee deep

in the river for over 12 hours a day panning

for tin.

The least coveted job is tearing your

hands to-ribbons picking out scraps of tin
from the rubble dynamited out of the mines.
This is not underground and women have
" fought for the right to do this work.

organise in the Housewives
Committee which has observer status in the

‘Miners Federation—the body -to Wthh the

‘mining unions are all affiliated.

The . Committee- organises around the
food stocks at the ‘pulperia’ and 1is
extremely fierce in picketing of strikes,
mobilising demonstrations and K going on
hunger strikes: Some of these struggies are
taken up on the independent initiative of
- the Housewives Committee while other are

. in class solidarity with the miners.

The division-of labour is strictly sexual.
The women cook, clean and look after their
children while they men go down the mines.
" There is, however, a _remarkable amount.
of 1ndependence allowed inside thls frame-
work:.

Perhaps because of the long hours of
work of the men, women are free to attend
their meetings and -organise around the acti-

-yities of the committee. Conversely, they do

not restrict their companions from political
activity —perhaps because the class lines are
so sharply drawn. :

The local radio station is controlled by
the miners. themselves during -strikes, so
housewives in the mining towns are not
susceptible to reactionary boiirgeois propa-
ganda as is often the case with European
working class houséwives who can be more

easily conned into betraying their own class

interests.

"~ Although nnportant gains  have been
made by the Housewives Committee which,
unlike cross-class feminist groupings, is
organised along class lines, it fails to chall-
enge sexual roles. Its pohmes have a clearly
socialist perspective, but one in which they

would continue to service a healthy and-

unexploited labour force.

-

ad out discussions and votes on
g standards, wages and jobs. On
omen the record was even more
'W'omen delegatas trying to raise

ot it is vital that women do ;om

me and their interests confmed to
of children and husbands, are
cas: which sesk to destroy the
working class.

i‘heh' to recognise the real tasks
umomsts-—male and female—are
oondlt;ons and wages and to

u wav must be removed—the
> union and the Labour Party,

" eaders to organise in their work-
mrt the momharslup to fighting
g scale of wages’ on top of flat
al wtomatncaliy increase with
1 necessitate the union branch
m whleh will monitor price

,,imtmentz to occypations and
s, :hogpitals, schools etc., from

g its readers giving a lead to
Iaces: .of work by becoming -
. mm:tes and thergby

.:-ttmr unions and .

RKER?

Similarly. we would like to see our readers taking our fighting
policies into the Labour Party and supporting our cali for the
removal of the right wing leadership .of Caliaghan and Healey and
their replacement by a leadershlp prapared to fight to lmprova the
ot of the working class.

" Woman Worker stands in the Iong traditions of the mtematlonal

arty. Bolshevik mavement’'s work among women. We publish theoretical
articles, not. to promote an abstract debate but to broaden and
deepen our understanding of the politics of Marxism, Leninism and
. Trotskyism and the sharp programmatic tasks we need to undertake
to build the Fourth international, the world revolutionary party—to
bring about the overthrow of capltaltsm on an mternataonal scale
and the establishment:of socialism.’

"~ These tasks inevitably bring us into'conflict with the feminists

.of the “women’s movament’* who are so blinkered by their convic-
tion that “autonomy’’ for women wiil bring about their liberation—
by building autonomous women’s groupings in the unions—that
they réfuse to confront the key. guestions of leadership and prog-
ramme, argumg even at times that !eadershlp equals dlctatorshsp
and oppression.

It is these false positions whlch allow the feminists to co-exist
‘with the Stalinists of the Communist Party who play a leading
bureaucratic role in every country in the world in keeping down the
~working class.
This bureaucratic role is of course most obwous in the Sovlet.
" states themselves. Woman Worker supports Trotsky's call for the.
political revolution in these states to overthrow the bu reaucracy and
bring about true proletarian democracy, while arguing for the
defence of the economic gams of the Bolshevik revolution against
1mpermtlst attack. : '
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Tory Minister Whitelaw—dreaming about the good old Empire days? -

Y

In the heyday of the British Empire
the world was conveniently divided

-into ‘English gentlemen and the rest.

Whilst the British ruling class playved
cricket, dined at their clubs and bemoaned
the lack of delicacy of their servants, the
colonial masses were subjected to the full
benefits of capitalist civilisation—super-

-exploitation, vicious oppression and religious
cant, all tied up in & neat Union Jack bow.

The loss of the Empire has done nothing

to undermine the hatred and contempt of .
-the bourgeoisie for blacks, women and

youth. |

As the "Tory party conference showed,
they still have a burning desire to birch every
working class youth, lock women securely in
the home and deal with the black commun-
ities, both here, in Africa and Asia, as
1_nfer10r species..

This arrogance, bred of generatlons of -

oppression and explmtatlon of the ‘rest’ of
society, comes - through clearly in  the
proposed new legislation on Immigration

~ -~ and Nationality.

Harassment

Not content with the racist provision of -
the 1971 Immigration Act which set out to”

prevent the entry, wherever possible, of
black 1mm1grants, and "subjected them to
incessant official harassment, the Tories have

now set out on a more elaborate attack on

immigrants, and Asian women in particular.
That they feel sufficiently emboldened to
do so is, of course, not unconnected with

the zealous response "of the Labourites under |

Callaghan to their racist 1971 law.

Under Merlyn Rees, the harassment at

immigration eontrol of new entrants reached
new heights.

The abuse of the rights of black immi-
grants was justified in the name of *‘vigi-
lance’’, while behind this smokescreen offi-
cials subjected women to virginity tests,
pregnancy tests and in one case caused the
death of a baby while they debated whether
its mother was entitled to have babies in
Britain! : | |
- ‘Such cynicism, coupled with a craven

--acceptance of the need to limit immigration

—except from the EEC—on the part of the
Labour leadership, has led the Tories to
conclude that they may now safely return to
their real outlook on the world —subjugatlon

~of blacks, women and youth.

It is for this reason that, while Peregrine
Worsthorne waxes lyrical in the Sunday
Telegraph about a return to the 1860°s and

' the possibility of sending gun-boats to the
. Persian Gulf, the government have published
. their latest assault .on immigrants, with

especial emphasis on women and youth.
Second<class .

Under the new previsions not only" will

current residents be deprived of the right to
bring in their parents, but they will also be

unable- to bring in any children over 18 years

-of age.

Furthermore, whlle men wﬂl contihue to

‘be allowed to bring in wives and fiancées,
'women will become second. class 1mm1grants.'i

—

Tories whip up
racist divisions

Address. .. ... ...l s o D

—

debarred from bringing. m a- husband or”

fiance who is not a British national.

This two-tier system of immigration is:

entirely in line with the previous policy of
deliberately degrading and humiliating Asian

‘women entering the country. Having abused

and hounded these women the Tories have

simply taken the logical next step of denying:
them any rights at all,—-removing totally the.
right of children to inherit nationality

. through the mother. | |

This move, rooted in the whole bourgems
mentality _of the patriarchal family where
the man rules and the women ministers to
his needs, is justified by the Tories as a

means of countermg ‘arranged’  marriages

and unscrupulous misuse of the immigration
laws by women asking to bring in ‘fiances’
from abroad.

Thus, the party of the Profumo scandal,
the: Lambion scandal, and the. Lucan
scandal, steeped in a hlstory of exploitation
of women and denial of their rights now
presumes to legislate against the established
practices of the Asian community with all
the arrogance of the missionary slave owner.

Of course there are many arguments.

which can be raised agamst the system of
arranged marrlages but that is a question for
the Asian youth in particular to fight out by
their own action, not through the crack .of

- the whip of hlgh church bigots in the Tory

party.
What is important is that the clear class

nature of these Tory attacks, coupled as

they are with quite open racism and denial
of women’s rights, shouwld be drawn. out as
part of the whole phllosophy of decaymg
Toryism.

What the Tories pian for Asian women is
no more than a foretaste of what faces
working class women in post-Corrie Tory-
land, when the nurseries have closed, job

secunty for maternity leave has gone and the
‘welfare state has been dismantled.

Seen in this light, the building of revol-

- utionary cadres amongst women workers, in

the Asian community and in the working
class as a whole becomes a crucial-part of the
immediate objective of defeating the racist,

chauvinist attacks of the Tories to prepare

for the. establishment of an open workers
republic which can junk in the dustbin of
history the garbage of bourgeois pretensions.

- SUBSCRIBE

to Somallst
Press

Why not take a trial sub to the weekly paper
of the Workers Soaahst League‘?
lOlSSue's,only I £, 75
Please send me a trial sub of Soc1ahst Press. I
enclose. .. .,
Name ... .
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Labour movement
must act

" If the enormous potential of the

October 28th demonstration against

the Come Bill is to be developed, a

masswe campaign must be taken up in

the ~ labour  movement for free

~abortion on demand on the NHS.

Many National Abortion Campaign
members have now realised the importance

- of an offensive campaign. Nationally NAC is -

re-asserting its slogan for ‘free abortion on
demand’ and moving away -from mere
defence of the 1967 Act which was the ba31s
of the ‘Campalgn against Corrie’.

In many areas, especially Birmingham and
the West Midlands so few abortions now
take place on the NHS that the 67 Act might
just as well not exist; In addition many

- working-class women are unable to gather

the money necessary to have the operatlon
in charitable clinics.

- unsuccessfuly but
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Campaigns around day care abortlon faci-
lities are - beginning in some areas. In
Birmingham, two hospitals have been sugge-

sted by the Regional Health ‘Authority as

. possible sites. However these campaigns will

not be won by the friendly lobbying of MPs,
but only -by linking the campdign against the

Corrie Bjll with the defence of the Health

Service as a whole.
No amount of lobbles petrtlons or leaf-

lets will turn back the Torles from their -

attack on abortion rights and on the welfare
state. )

The wholesale closure of wards and

- hospitals means that the occupation of

threatened - facilities, under the control of
trade unionists and users of the health
service, will become a vital weapon in the
strug gle

Only the organised strength of - the
working class takmg industrial action will do

Ocz‘ 28 AntiCorrie demonsrraz‘zon which way fo,rward now?
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In October 1976, ‘eleven women
were arrested in B]lbao 8 of them for_
having abortions, 2 for attempting

their own abortions (one of them
still forced to

answer charges in this grisly. trial)
and one woman accused of carrymg

them out.

Abortion is illegal in Spam. Penalties
tange from 6 months to six years in gaol plus
11 years being stripped of the right to vote
or stand for pubhc office for havmg an
abortion plus a minimum six years in gaol
for each abortlon performed on another
person.

Thousands of- Spamsh wOomen are forced
to travel to Britain to private non-profit
making clinics such as the British Pregnancy

Advisory Service and Marie Stopes for their

abortions—
financially impossible for most workmg class .

although = naturally this :is

women
60 years imprisonment

- The Corrie Bill, if passed, will not only
affect romen in this country.

. Thet eleven a’ccused come from a working
.clas$ neighbourhtiood in Bilbao (in the Basque
country, .Euskadi) and all bar one were
matried and had two or more children

already and had ‘oeen refused contraceptwes.'

by their doctors.-

The .abortionist,. .who faces. at least - 60
- years 1mpnsonment charged an average of
- £20 to those who. could afford it and used.

.-Pubhshed by tba’ Wot‘kers Sociahs; League 31 Damnoutn .Park I—hll, Lom;mn NWMHR ‘ . :..,- :l

 left parties,

the- techmque of mtroducmg a solution of
soapy - water and alcohol into ‘the vagina.’
Several women have been taken to

have died at her hands. -

A massive campaign was mounted, led by
the Coordinating Body of Feminist Groups
in Euskadi (CGFE) with the intervention of
trade union sectlons,; workers

councils and local government 'councils.

that. And that strength can only be mobi-
lised on the basis of a class resistance to the

destruction of the health service as a whole.

The occupation of threatened facilities must
be linked- to the fight for supporting strike
action by other workers both inside and out-
side the health service.

No wonran has the right to choose within
capitalism. The pressure of poverty and the
lack of adequate child-care provisions by the

state means -that free choice can only be an .

illusion. The destruction of nursery facilities
is another aftack by the Tories which cannot
be separated from “the right to choose’ an
abortion.

Thousands of trade wunion members
demonstrated their opposition to Corrie.
The TUC leadership must not be allowed to
rest back, feeling they’ve done their bit for

women’s rlghts in sponsoring October 28.

WORKERS SOCIALIST LEAGUE = =
- ANNIVERSARY RALLY - =
100 years since the birth of Trotsky
Five years since the WSL was founded

Saturday 8 December 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.-
‘New Ambassadors Hotel, Upper Wobum Plaoe--,

Speakers from WSL Executive Committee]
-Woman Worker, Red Youth, Socialist Press
plus film. Trckets £1.00 or £1.50 at door.

Defeat Co

to win abortlon rights not wrth
~ speeches but by strike action.

s

| hospital after this treatment, although none

The CGFE has consistently sought to .

on the grounds that it was a ‘women’s issue’,
and has run the campaign on the hmlted
demand for ‘the right to -abortion’ and
‘amnesty for the 11°.

This means only repeahng antl-abortlon
leglslatlon but not calling for free abortion
on demand so that safe abortion would still
only be available to those who could-afford
it. .
1 300 women, many of them well-known,
srgned a declaranon admitting to having had
abortions. Sit-ins, rallies and demon-
stratlons—strongly supported by the left and
the trade union movement—took place,
despite savage harassment from the police.

The CGFE resolution calling for the ‘right
to .abortion’ and ‘amnesty for the 11° was
_put to the vote at local government Ieve}

around the country.

. exclude the workers movement and’ part1es. :

The Spanish Comfnumst and Socmllst_

Parties (PCE and PSOE) tnderlined their

already infamous treachery by abstaining.

In one council a tied voie was reached

~and the PSOE mayor was forced out of his
abstentionist position. He used his casting

. ¥ote. . . azamst the mot1on' ln councﬂs

-Suna,

- being “too soft” and is

The TUC. leaders -must be forced to
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where these ‘‘socialists™ had the majority
they refused to take the mot1on because it
was ‘‘too political™!
~ In Bilbap, where the- resolution was
sponsored by the Basque left nationalist
parties Euskadiko Ezkerra and ‘Herri Bata-
these “‘socialists” again abstained.

Women burst into the city chambers,
screaming. “machistas, you’re the terrorists™
and these fake “lefts” promptly called the
police.

Despite the sectarian or1entat1on of the
feminists, .widespread support ‘mounted so

. that on the day there was a huge demon-
- stration outside the courtrooms, formed by

trade union sections, -women’s - groups,
residents associations. and political bames

- The judge suspended the trial for an

undefined. period on the grounds that 2 of

" the -defendants were not present (one had

not yet received her citation) but not before
hurling to the
petition presented to him by the defence.

Only a partial reprieve has been gained
for this gruesome affair and the openly
fascist right wing have been whipped up to a
new pitch of hysteria against ‘democracy’.

- Barbarism

Aithough the repressive apparatus set up
by Franco’s dictatorship has remained intact

since his death and .the begmnmg of the

sham ‘democratic process” in Spain, the
fascist press claims that the- government is

subversmn

They equate abortron w1th “barbansm'_“f

._\,~._ g . : T .
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ground a 25,000 strong-

aﬂ’oat on a se'a of .

London WCl

Motions must be moved in the Labour:f,
Party and trade union branches for strike-
action on 5th February for the Corrie Bill’s™

The TUC
February 5th their “Day of Action™.

The campaign for aboriton rights’ dc

not end with the Corrie Bill. Campaigns
must be mounted for safe effective abortions-.:
in the early stages of pregnancy as part of -
day-care facilities in hospitals. These facili-- =%
ties .must be taken out of the hands of reac- 7

tionary - consultants,

nists and NHS workers.

The fight should also be taken up for ©-

existing pnvate services. such as charitable

clinics to "be integrated within 1mproved -

NHS facﬂ1t1es
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and m_urder
represent
democracy”’.

feft” .

and placed under the -
control of health service users, trade unio- - =

~‘third reading. Workers should be prepanng":}ffz ?éf-
for a mass lobby of parliament on that day.
should’ be pressed to make . &

T Ee

and declare that these women
“a . despotlsm Whlch will f1msh

Ominous statements have been issued by

right wing generals which hold “democracy”
responsible for

tcatholic sexual mores™.
In practice, “catholic
really means the cult of both virginity and

“motherhood, monogamy for women; ‘sluts’
'to provide granflcatlon for male sexuality’

‘the supposed decline of,

sexual mores” ¢

and the repression of both homosexuality - N

and the sexuahty of good’ women.

Throw out Suarez

-

Sections of the “progressive” bourgeoisie -
are still anxious to broaden the democratic: - .
base of their anti-worker governments but
there is a real threat of a military coup d’etat - .
interests and . .-
sections of the armed forces and the police, - -

Key questions such as abort'on rights- -
cannot be isolated from the con’ext of the
vicious repression of democratic rights which- =
‘part of the system of :ontrol andg

from traditional business

forms

exploitation which- capitalism riust exercise. . -

over .the working class in order to. survive, "
These rights can only be wen through the.-i-.-‘.‘:-*

independent mobilisation of the. working: -
class under the leadership >f its-revolu-:

tionary party to overthrow the anti- workerf

Suarez regime and brmo a workers govern-

ment to power | O




